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Make More Money 


Bonding lines pay substantial commissions. 
If you are not writing Fidelity, Contract, 
Judicial, Bank and other bonds—or writing 
them only in casual fashion—you are neglect- 


ing an opportunity to add substantially to 
your income. 


The Production Department of the Fidelity 


and Deposit Company will tell you how to sell 
bonds, and how to sell more bonds. 


Write for the book— 
“A Bird’s-Eye View of Suretyship.” 


Production Department 


Fidelity and Deposit Company 
BALTIMORE 
Fidelity and Surety Bonds and Burglary Insurance 
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Public Opinion 


In every agency of the Norwich Union wherever the 
Norwich Union sign appears, policyholders have learned 
to regard that sign and that agency with confidence, 
and to associate with it a warm and personal 
relationship. 





The dependability of the Norwich Union com- 
panies, their ability to grant liberal coverage and their 
broad underwriting capacity make them companies of 
exceptional value to every insurance agent. 


| NORWICH UNION 


FIRE INSURANCE SOCIETY, LTD. | 


75 Maiden Lane, New York 
HART DARLINGTON, Manager J. F. VAN RIPER, Branch Sec’y 


NORWICH UNION 


INDEMNITY COMPANY 


75 Maiden Lane, New York 
W. G. FALCONER, President E. B. THISTLE, Secretary 


Fire, Tornado, Automobile, Sprinkler Leakage, Explosion, Rent, 
Use and Occupancy, Tourist Baggage, Riot and Civil Commo- 
tion, Liability, Burglary, Workmen’s Compensation, Accident 
\ and Health, Golfers, Plate Glass. 





The Agent Who Seeks to Give Good Service, 4 
Must Himself be Well Served 


COMPANIES )|| 
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Ten Reasons Why 


the merchant succeeded 





which may be applied equally as well 
to the successful insurance agent. 





1. He kept up with the times. 

2. He did not try to do everything himself. 

3. He took time for exercise and relaxation. 

4. He maintained efficiency by developing able help. 

5. He did not permit system to run into red tape. 

6. He did not practice cheese-paring economy. 

7. He did the little things worth while. 

8. He developed his capacity for large things by avoid- 
ing the pitfalls of detail. 

9. He took frequent inventory of himself and his stock, 


and, last but not least— 
10. He was a regular and consistent advertiser. 


—from the Philadelphia Bulletin 


AMERICAN EAGLE 


FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY 


Eighty Maiden Lane, New York, N. Y. 


aot) 


JAMES A. SWINNERTON 
President 


HENRY EVANS 
Chairman of the Board 





“AMERICA FORE” 


CASH CAPITAL—ONE MILLION DOLLARS 
CHICAGO SAN FRANCISCO 
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“You Should Be Proud 





‘. ___ Superintendent, State Dept. of Insurance 


bette 


E. W. WEST 
President 


Francis R. Stoddard, Jr. 


New York 


to Be in the 
Insurance Business” 


O said Superintendent Stoddard of the New York 
State Department of Insurance in the course of his 
illuminating address at the recent national con- 
vention of Local Agents at Hot Springs. He continued: 


“It is a business that confers a benefit on mankind. 
surance is one of the most important businesses in the 
United States and the position of agent of a responsible 
company is one of dignity.” 


These were pleasant words, spoken with sincerity by a 
high authority. They make enjoyable reading but, in 
reading them, it must not be forgotten that there are 
two ways of showing pride! 


Keep it on a high plane 


Some people show pride by glowing with pleasure when they are 
praised; others by seeking to maintain the highest level of perform- 
ance. It was to these latter that Mr. Stoddard appealed when he said: 


“If your business is to be kept on a high plane, you 
must co-operate to keep it there. The standard of 
ethics of insurance agents generally will be what you 
set. You indivicually and collectively must co- 
operate if you wish to see an end of the abuses that 
are getting more and more prevalent in your business. 


“At the Syracuse meeting of the New York State 
Agents’ Association, I made a suggestion which I 
believe has met with approval from your New York 
members, and that is when an agent finds that some 
abuse exists, he shall send the facts to a committee of 
his fellow agents which will make a full investigation.” 


Such words will meet with cordial response from the Glens Falls 
type of agents. We have many evidences that our representatives 
stand for ethics as well as dollars and that they are anxious to see the 
business purged of a certain unworthy class of “commission 
chasers’ whose actions cast discredit upon all. 





INSURANCE COMPANY 
GLENS FALLS, NEW YORK 


H. N. DICKINSON 
Vice-President 


F. M. SMALLEY 
Secretary 


R. C. CARTER 


J. A. MAVON, F. L. COWLES, H. W. KNIGHT 
Treasurer Assistant Secretaries 
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COMMISSIONERS PASS 
ON MANY VITAL ISSUES 


Active Session of National Conven- 
tion Held in New York 
This Week 


O. K. QUALIFICATION BILL 


Model Bill Accepted and Much Addi- 
tional Valuable Legislation Rec- 
ommended to Individual States 


By C. M. CARTWRIGHT 

NEW YORK, Dec. 6.—At the mid- 
year session of the Insurance Commis- 
sioners Convention held here this week, 
the model agency qualification bill was 
adopted and it will be used by the vari- 
ous Commissioners with such modifica- 
tions as seem desirable as the basis for 
legislation in the different states. It is 
largely the child of Commissioner Don- 
aldson of Pennsylvania, who has gone 
further than any other official in regu- 
lating licenses. He said the bi!l can be 
used in whole or part. If a commis- 
sioner desires regional examining boards 
he can appoint them and they naturally 
will work under his supervision. Mr. 
Donaldson said the teeth in the adopted 
measure are found in the power to con- 
duct an examination of applicants. Mr. 
Donaldson said the plan adopted in his 
state is working admirably. 

Transact Much Business 


The recommendation of the laws and 
legislation committee that the time for 
filing annua! statements of all classes of 
companies be fixed at March 1 was 
adopted. 

The laws committee recommended 
legislation that would prohibit the con- 
version of a mutual company to the 
stock plan. ; 

A motion was passed recommending 
legislation governing merger, reinsur- 
ance or consolidation of insurance in- 
stitutions of all kinds, including frater- 
nals, reciprocals and all cooperatives. 
It prohibits the payment of any com- 
pensation to any officer, director or em- 
ploye of any institution involved for 


bringing about or carrying on the deal, | 


nor can any promise of employment be 
made unless approved by the insurance 
commissioners. In any deal of this kind 
the amount of compensation paid to an 
intermediary and the name of such must 
be filed with the insurance department. 

Commissioner Mansfield of Connecti- 
cut, chairman of the laws committee, 
recommended the revision of statutes 
allowing companies to write classes 0 
business in their special group not 
specifically authorized provided it not be 
opposed to public policy, not in violation 
of any law and that permission be se- 
cured from the insurance department 
and the operations be conducted under 
its authority. This was adopted. 


_A motion prevailed that it be the sense | 


of the commissioners that laws be passed 
giving them supervision over all fire and 
casualty rates. 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 30) 
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, beyond the financial backing. 


GUARDIAN WILL RETIRE 


UTAH COMPANY TO LIQUIDATE 





Directors Discouraged Regarding Situ- 
ation—Company in Good Finan- 
cial Condition 





SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH, Dec. 
5.—The Guardian Fire of Salt Lake 
City, organized in 1913, has decided to 
give up its struggle against odds and 
liquidate. It has $65,000 admitted as- 
sets over all liabilities and another $64,- 
000 in non-admitted assets, consisting 
largely of an equity in the home office 
building and a note of the Agency Com- 
pany, its former managers, but a major- 
ity of the directors decided that the 
company should be wound up. The 
only apparent reason for its giving up 
the fight seems to be the discourage- 
ment and disgust of most of the di- 
rectors. The present secretary and un- 
derwriter, Walter Cox, is a young and 
vigorous man. 


Managed by Agency Company 


The company from its organization 
up to about 15 or 18 months ago, was 
managed by the Agency Company, 
which had offices in the same building 
and exercised such a control that all of 
the employes, excepting one man who 
handled the securities, was hired and 
paid by it. Even the secretary was an 
employe of the managers, who acted as 
general agents in everything. This con- 
tract appears to have met with serious 
opposition from time to time from ex- 
aminers and state insurance officials, 
who declared it to be detrimental to the 
interests of the company. The connec- 
tion persisted, however, until the con- 
tract was finally cancelled by the di- 
rectors, who saw that their company 
was losing out. 

Since the cancellation of the contract 
with the managers, however, matters 
appear to have gone from bad to worse. 
The directors cancelled their agencies 
in the southern and eastern states—the 


chief source of their income appears to | 


have been South Carolina, although 
they have accepted business from nearly 
every state—and decided to develop the 
territory nearer home, which had been 
sadly neglected for no apparent reason, 
but they suddenly lost heart and let 
things drift, until their income has be- 
come insignificant. 


Directors Took No Interest 


It is contended that shortly before the 
time the Agency Company’s contract 
was cancelled the directors, who were 
not insurance men, took practically no 
interest in the affairs of the company, 
leaving everything entirely to its man- 
agers and general agents. In most cases 
they were men heavily interested in 
other enterprises and seemed to regard 
the fire insurance business as a sort of 
side line that would yield a good profit 
without any serious efforts on their part, 
In one 


’ case the Guardian is said to have been 


party to a marine reinsurance contract 
for which the ceding company received 
1834 and that this contract, in force in 
1919, resulted disastrously and caused 
the company to pay out more than 100 


! per cent of its income from this source. 


The company appears to have some 





MAY GO TO .PINEHURST 


DISCUSS MID-YEAR MEETING 


Executive Committee of National Asso- 
ciation of Insurance Agents Meets 
in New York 


NEW YORK, Dec. 6.—With the sole 
exception of Matt T. Mancha of Los 
Angeles all members of the Executive 
committee of the National Association 
of Insurance Agents are here in attend- 
ance at the special meeting of the body, 
which began Monday and will likely 
continue throughout the week. Chair- 
man Frank R. Bell came on from 
Charleston, W. Va.; Vice-Chairman 
Thomas C. Moffatt is here from New- 
ark; Craig Belk from Houston; James 
T. Catlin from Danville, Va.; Will J. 
Beggs from Cleveland; Lyman M. 
Drake irom Chicago and Julian Thomas 
from Atlanta. President J. L. Case and 
Secretary W. H. Bennett were on hand 
as well. 

The problem of underwriters agencies 
and how most effectively to carry out 
the attitude of the association on that 
question, as determined upon at the 
latest annual convention of the organiza- 
tion, was animatedly. discussed and it 
was felt real progress had been attained 
although no final conclusions were ar- 
rived at. 

The conferees have a number of other 
important matters to take up not the 
least of which will be determining the 
place and date for holding the mid-year 
gathering of the organization. Pine- 
hurst, N. C., has been prominently 
named in that connection and that city 
may be acted upon. 

Tonight the committee had as their 
dinner guests members of the executive 
committee of the National Association 
of Casualty & Surety Agents, thus re- 
turning the courtesy extended by the 
latter twelve months ago. 








J. B. Ross on Duty 


B. Ross, prominent general 
agent at New Orleans, is back at his 
desk again after an absence of several 
weeks, due to a broken leg. Mr. Ross 
still has to use crutches. This is the 
second accident sustained by Mr. Ross 
this year. Early in the spring he suf- 
fered a sprained ankle. 


James 








splendid reinsurance facilities and to 
have every chance for a new lease of 
life, except the apathy of its directors 
and their desire to get the company off 
their hands. Mr. Cox declared “the 
company is perfectly solvent and under 
the laws of Utah can exercise its legal 
rights to function as an insurance com- 
pany.” Mr. Cox has been secretary and 
chief underwriter of late, but not a di- 
rector. He is the only secretary of the 
company that was ever employed and 
paid for by the directors directly. He 
| thinks the company could have suc- 
| ceeded had the directors decided on a 
vigorous policy after cancelling their 
agencies in the east and south. One of 
the leading stockholders shared this 
view and offered to buy 51 percent 
of the stock and run the company un- 
; der a new name. 
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AGENTS INTERESTED 
IN ACQUISITION COST 


Local Organizations in Larger 


Cities Paying Especial At- 
tention to Problem 


ANNEX ISSUE IS REVIVED 


Managers of Underwriters Agencies 


Say They Are Result of Jumbo 
Writers’ Activities 


NEW YORK, Dec. 5.—Local agents 
throughout the country, as well as fire 
Insurance company executives and field 
men, are evincing lively and intelligent 
interest in the acquisition cost problem, 
which has been under‘ review for some 
months past by a joint committee of 
the regional! governing organizations. 
A short time ago the Boston Board 
named a special committee to visit this 
city and take up with company man- 
agers the general proposition, and it is 
assumed other cities in the east will act 
along similar lines before the joint com- 
mittee formulates its report. In the 
west, representatives of the Western 
Union and of the Western Insurance 
Bureau have been sounding out the 
agents of Cook county, Ill, and those 
of St. Louis on the general proposition, 
and the understanding is that they will 
hold further conferences in an endeavor 
to learn just how far the cooperation of 
the local men may be counted upon in 
the enforcement of a retrenchment pro- 
gram. 

Demand Agency Limitation 


It is reported that the agents gener- 
ally are sympathetic with the idea of 
reducing the cost of business-getting, 
but contend that any reduction in the 
present scale of commissions must be 
accompanied by a limitation of agencies, 
so that the volume of premiums to be 
had from any center may be sufficiently 
large to offset any cut in the commis- 
sion rate. Agents in Essex county, N. 
J., feel particularly aggrieved in this 
connection, asserting that agents’ com- 
missions have been granted with such 
freedom in their territory as to create 
intense competition not only among 
representatives of rival companies, but 
between agents of the same institution 
as well. They have protested against 
the condition time and again, and have 
appealed to the Eastern Union for re- 
lief, but thus far without avail. Because 
of this fact they are in no mood to ac- 
cept any material curtailment in the 
existing scale of commissions until what 
they deem the far more important mat- 
ter of agency limitation be passed upon. 


Only Chance for Cut 


While company executives concede 
that the factor of commissions to agents 
does not embrace the entire expense 
element of the fire insurance companies, 
they yet assert that it constitutes the 
[rincipal factor, and practically the 
only one that may be scaled. True, a 
saving might be effected in the inspec- 
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tion service, through a merger of org 1- 
izations the activities of which now 
overlap, but the gain from this source 
would be so slight as to have little 
bearing on the final result, Salaries of 
company Officials are extremely modest 
in comparison with the salaries paid ex- 
ecutives of railways, banks or cther in- 
stitutions calling for anything like equal 
administrative ability. 

Taxes consume nearly 5 percent of a 
company’s total expense, and while the 
percentage is unreasonably ‘high, and 
managers would be glad to have it re- 
duced, they yet appreciate that there is 
little likelihood of any such result being 
attained, state and municipal authorities 
looking constantly for added means of 
revenue rather than considering reduc- 
ton in those already paying tribute. 


Underwriters Agency Questions 


Because of the attention now 
paid to acquisition cost, interest has 
again been directed to underwriters 
agencies, the statement being made in 
certain quarters that the formation of 
these annexes attests the greed of the 
ownership offices for premium volume. 
From this contention managers of an- 
nexes strongly dissent. Their position 
is that underwriters agencies were 
jormed as a defense against the compa- 
nies that were writing huge lines, the 
large proportion of which was placed 
with reinsurance institutions. it. 18 
pointed out that in 1921 the premium 
income of the reinsurance companies in 
the United States aggregated the enor- 
mous sum of $45,000,000, and that dur- 
ing the period named 23 direct writ- 
ing companies ceased operations here, 
largely through their inability to get a 
livable income. 


being 


Competition of Giant Writers 


Managers of ‘underwriters agencies 
say further that it is the giant line writ- 
ing companies and not the annexes that 
are the foes of the American agency sys- 
tem. They contend that it is the ab- 
sorption of big lines by a limited num- 
ber of institutions possessing heavy 
reinsurance facilities, that is driving the 
smaller companies out of existence and 
centering the business of the country in 
the hands of a small body of compa- 
nies. When the era of large lines began, 
the companies that felt they were being 
deprived of their just participation of 
business evolved plans to counteract it. 
In some instances this took the form of 
acquiring control of other companies, 
giving them added capital and surplus 
and enlarging their sphere of activity. 
In other cases it took the form of under- 


writers, composed usualiy of two or 
more companies, though in some in- 
stances the direct writing company 


would issue a special policy without the 
help of an associate. Atl of these meth- 
ods were born of a desire to meet the 
strenuous competition of the big line in- 


stitutions. Despite the hue and cry that 
has been raised in certain quarters 
against underwriters agencies, the fact 


that practically every company in the 
country, including the Springfield Fire 
& Marine, which yielded to the pressure 
very reluctantly and only after its man- 
agement concluded that no other practi- 
cal means was to be had for getting its 
fair income from the field, would indi- 
cate that annexes have justified their 
creation and that they will continue to 
he operated so long as certain offices are 
reaching out for a!l the business in 
sight, and are determined to get it re- 
vardless of the rights of their smaller 
competitors. 





Protection for Hopewell, Va. 


The city of Hopewell, Va., will con- 
tinue to have the benefits of the fire 
fighting facilities of the Du Pont Com- 
pany, according to arrangements which 
have been made with that company for 
upkeep of the department. Under the 
agreement, the cost will be defrayed pro- 
portionately by business firms and manu- 
facturing plants and by the city. Prop- 
erty values totaling $5,000,000 were 
affected. It appears that the city has 
been relying principally on the Du Pont 
department for protection ever since the 
disastrous conflagration of 1915. 
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NEW YORK, Dec. 6.—In New 
York there are no indications that fire 
companies are in the least disturbed |! 
over the rather severe attack on under- 
writers annexes made by a number of 
agents at the recent annual meeting of 
the Nationa! Association of Insurance 
Agents at Hot Springs, Ark. The re- 
newed discussion of underwriters agen- 
cies, which took rather heated form at 
Hot Springs, has not caused so much 
as a ripple of excitement on William 


street. Officials of the New York Un- 
derwriters, for instance, say that as a 
; result of the castigation of annexes 


which was indulged in at Hot Springs, 
not one agent has written to the com- 
pany about the matter. Other promi- 
nent companies operating annexes state 
that their agency forces do not appear 
to be disturbed over the present ten- 
dency to increase instead of diminish 
the number of underwriters agencies. 

In every important fire insurance office 
in New York it seems to be just about 


impossible to arouse any interest in the | 
It is ap- | 


underwriters agency question. 
parently a dead issue, or at least is 
looked upon as such by fire insurance 
officials. 

Purely Business Getting Matter 


One United States manager, who 
finally and reluctantly brought himself 
to a discussion of underwriters agencies, 
summed up the current thought on this 
question in New York by saying: “The 
whole tendency of the times is toward 
the establishment of underwriters agen- 
cies, and the development of the an- 
nexes that are already in the field. It is 
purely a business getting matter. It 
does not in any sense involve the ques- 
tion of whether the companies are op- 
posing principles supported by the Na- 
tional Association of Insurance Agents. 
Here a few months ago we saw the 
Springfield Fire & Marine, which for 
years has been strongly opposed to un- 
derwriters agencies, establish one itself 
—the Constitution Underwriters. I do 
not condemn the change of attitude on 
the part of the Springfield. Instead, I 
applaud and commend its decision to 
establish the Constitution Underwriters, 
and to maintain its place in the front 
ranks by the creation of an additiona! 
source of revenue, I mention the case 
of the Springfield because I think it is 
significant. It is as indicative of the 
way the wind is blowing as anything 
else that has happened in recent years. 


| titled to 
| premium 
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“It is unfortunate that the National 
Association of Insurance Agents, and 
the good agents affiliated with it, should 
allow themselves to believe that the 
companies are violating any of the prin- 
ciples of the American :; agency system in 
drifting toward the creation of addi- 
nnexes. At this time. the com- 
panies are facing falling prémium in- 
come. 3usiness is being maintained 
enly with the greatest difficulty. Some 
agencies have slumped noticeably. Why 
should a good company which has an 
zgency that has slipped down into the 
non-producing class in a town of 50,000, 
not be permitted to go out and open 
up a new source of income in. that town 
by appointing another agent for its 
underwriters annex? What is objection- 
able about this? Ww hat is there to pro- 
test against? Is not that company en- 
maintain or even increase its 
income in that city? Granting 
that the first agent would object to the 
planting of another agent for the parent 
company, if he does not disapprove the 
establishment of the underwriters annex, 
who is there that can justly make the 
claim that the company is in violation 


,; of anything when it appoints an agent 


for the underwriters annex? 
No Lowering of Standards 


“It is inconsistent and untrue to assert 
that underwriters’ annexes bring into 
the field an undesirable class of agents. 
We operate through this office an annex, 
but the operation of the annex has in 
no sense lowered our standards. We 
have one way of doing business in this 
office. We do not permit the agents of 
our parent company to transact their 
business in a high grade way, and then 
allow the agents of our underwriters’ 
annex to do business any way they want 


to. We do not appoint one class of 
agents for our parent company and an 
entirely different class for our annex. 


We have the same standard throughout. 
We do not favor an undesirable agency 
for our annex, any more than we would 
for our original company. 

“It is true that we are often not able 
to get as favorable an agency connec- 
tion for our annex as for our other com- 
pany. That is easy to understand. If 
we are in a city we have naturally 
sought out the best office for our first 
company. When it comes to planting an 
annex we have to get into an agency 
that is not producing such a large vol- 
ume of business, but which seéms to 
show promise of greater things in the 











CONDENSED NEWS OF THE WEEK 








Guardian Fire of Salt Lake 


City de- 
cided to liquidate and retire 


from busi- 


ness. 

* * x 
Superintendent Houston of Illinois 
rules that casualty companies can not 


write sprinkler leakage in that state. 
’ * * x 
Further conference of casualty com- 
pany executives in New York developed 
material opposition on the part of some 
large companies to recently announced 
agreement on acquisition cost. 
* * x 
Surety companies’ acquisition cost pro- 
posal submitted to Superintendent Stod- 
dard. 
- - 


New problem for automobile liability 
underwriters raised by railroad’s suit 
against estate of man whose car caused 
derailment. 

* * * 

E, M. Linville, 
underwriter, 
general 
cemnity. 


well Known casualty 
becomes vice-president and 
manager of the New York In- 


* * * 


Stockholders of the New York Plate 
Glass will vote on a proposed increase 
of capital stock from $300,000 to $500,000. 


* * * 

Insurance Commissioners Convention, 
in session in New York, adopts model 
agents’ qualification bill. 

* * * 


George W. Brinsmaid, Ohio state agent 
of Niagara, made superintendent of 





agercies of western department at home 
office. 

* * 
Federation of America 

Wilson of Cleveland as 
but he declines the post. 

* * 
committee 
of Insurance 


insurance 
elects W. G. 
president, 


Executive 


XEC of National As- 
sociation 


Agents considers 


place for mid-year meeting: may select 
Pinehurst, N. C 
* * 
Stockholders of United States Auto- 


mobile of Des Moines and Interstate Cas- 


ualty of Birmingham, Ala., meet to dis- 
cuss proposal for merger. 
* * x 
National Association of Casualty & 
Surety Agents and International Associa- 
tion of Casualty and Surety Under- 
writers will hold 1923 meetings at 
French Lick, Ind. 
* * x* 


Executive committee of National Asso- 
ciation of Casualty & Surety Agents con- 
fers with company executives on acqui- 


| sition cost program. 


* * * 

National Convention of Insurance Com- 
missioners appoints special committee 
on casualty supervision, at request of 
Superintendent Stoddard of New York. 

* * * 


Casualty Information Clearing House 


changes date of annual meeting from 
February to December. Old officers will 
hold over. 
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future. It should be more clearly un- 
derstood by agents generally, I think, 


that a first class company which oper- 
ates an annex has, in conducting the 
business affairs of that annex, the same 
high standards that it maintains in the 
eperation of the parent company. There 
is no difference, and with first rate com- 
panies, never will be. 


Compared With Group Plan 
“Companies are 
more aggressively 
group idea is growing in favor. 
capacity is the desire of the day. Agents 
themselves have aided in bringing this 
condition about. Companies are making 
a ‘strong drive for business. Competi- 
tion is keener than ever before. The 
whole desire is for a larger premium 
income from as many sources as possi- 
ble. The underwriters’ annex has a very 
natural place in this kind of program. 
I believe that underwriters are going to 


reaching out more 
for business. 


and 
The 
Large 


grow and multiply instead of decrease, 
They are going to do so in a perfectly 


ethical and commendable 
are not going to impede 
the National 
development 


manner. They 
the progress of 
Association or hamper the 
of any first class agent. 

“What, in the end, is the difference be- 
tween an underwriters agency and a 
group which operates three or four com- 
panies. Suppose the special agent of a 
company in a group of five goes into a 
town and appoints a highly undesirable 
agent and justifies his action by saying 
his other four empanies are represented 
in the town, and in order to get represen- 
tation for the fifth it was necessary for 
him to take any kind of agent he could 
find. Is his action any more commendable 
because he represents a company which 
operates as a distinctly separate unit 
instead of as an underwriters’ annex? 
Yet, isn’t it a fact that in a case of this 
kind if such an appointment were made 
by a special agent for an underwriters’ 
annex there would be a great roar set 
up? But what would the difference be 
if the undesirable agent represented an 
underwriters’ agency? Would he _ not 
still be an undesirable agent? Does the 
company that he represents have any- 
thing to do with it? 


Calls Single Annex Preferable 


after all, the 
which sometimes brings in 
agents instead of annexes themselves? 
To my mind a fine, well managed com- 
pany, which operates one underwriters 
annex is much less to be criticised than 
the group of five or six companies which 
insists upon having representation in 
every town and village in the country, 
and because of this special desire brings 
into the business men who have no place 
in insurance ranks. The indiscriminate 
appointment of agents can be laid at the 
door of the large aggressive’ groups, 
rather than at the feet of the companies 
which operate one underwriters’ annex, 
but which manage it well, and maintain 
for it the same standards that are ad- 
hered to by the parent company.” 


“Isn't it, group. idea 


undesirable 


Legislative Sessions in 1923 


Le gislativ e 
1923 


sessions will be held in 
in 43 states, most of them opening 
early in January. The following table, 
prepared. by the National Board, shows 
the opening date: 


Alabama Jan. 9 N. H’shire ..Jan. 3 
Arizona Jan. 8 N. Jersey ...Jan. 9 
Arkansas Jan. 8 N. Mexico ..Jan. 9 
California Jan. 8 New York Jan. 3 
Colorado ...Jan. 3 No. Carolina.Jan. 3 
Connecticut .Jan. 3 No. Dakota..Jan. 2 
Delaware .Jan. 0 ere Jan. 1 
Florida Apr. 3 Oklahoma Jan. 2 
Georgia .Jun. 27 Oregon ..... Jan. & 
TaQNO |... fv. 6 Jan.’ @ PORRs 1 sessed Jan. 2 
Illinois: «.:. i Jan. 3 Rhode Isl. ..Jan. 2 
Indiana .....Jan. 4 So. Carolina.Jan. $ 
Es 66 cea 8 Jan. 8 So. Dakota ..Jan. 9 
os Jan. 9 Tennessee Jan. 1 
} | eee Jan. 3 TORAS: 6.06 Jan. 9 
M’chusetts...Jan. 3 Utah ....... Jan 8 
Michigan ...Jan. 3 Vermont ...Jan. 3 
Minnesota ..Jan. 2 Washington Jan. + 
Missouri ...Jan. 3 W. Virginia Jan. 9 
Montana ....Jan. 1 Wisconsin ..Jan. 10 
Nebraska Jan. 2 Wyoming Jan. 9 
Nevada ..... Jan. 15 





License Seeker Must Advertise 


BOSTON, MASS., Dec. 5.—Brokers ap- 
plying for a license to do business in 
Massachusetts from this time on must 
advertise their intention in an insurance 
paper and the license will not be issued 
until seven days later, according to a 
ruling by Commissioner Hobbs. 
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ACCOMMODATION LINES |ARKANSAS DECISION 


ARE QUITE NUMEROUS 


Brokers Are Demanding That All 
Their Offerings Must Be 
Absorbed 


BRINGS KNOTTY PROBLEM 


New York City Metropolitan Managers 


Are Put to It to Know Proper 
Course 


NEW YORK, Dec. 
to the managers of metropolitan de- 
partments here there is a very large 
amount of undesirable New York City 
business being offered just now. Much 
of it is difficult to place. During the 
past months companies have tightened 
up because of their desire to finish the 
year with a favorable loss ratio. Nearly 
all of the companies writing a large 
amount of New York City business will 
show a falling off in premiums this year 
of some 10 to 15 percent as compared 
with 1921. A fair loss ratio for 1922 
will be shown only if the results during 
the remainder of the year are favorable. 
Because of the fact that the premiums 
have slumped companies are making a 
special effort to hold down their loss 


ratios so that the record for the year 
will not be too unfavorable. 


Have to Accommodate Brokers 


“If you think that the job of hand- 
ling a company’s New York business is 
a desirable one I wish you could sit at 
my desk for the rest of this year,” said 
a local manager the other day. “Brok- 
ers are coming in here every day with 
lines on shoe stocks, women’s wear, 
silks and all the rest of it, that we do 
not want. Many of them are good 
brokers. They control a_ substantial 
amount of excellent business. Where 
we have trouble is in deciding whether 
in order to favor a good broker it wil! 
be wise to write what we know to be a 
poor piece of business in order to at- 
tract to us our share, or perhaps just a 
little more than our share, of desirable 
business. Brokers here are squeamish 
as they are every place else. They have 
to be handled carefully. If the lines 
that they have trouble with are not 
taken when they think they should be 
taken, then trouble follows. We are 
often being put to the test by a broker, 
but never know it until after declining 
to write a risk: then we do not see him 
again for months and months. 


Business Will Find Lodging Place 


5. — According 


“The trouble is that all of this poor 
business has to be eventually placed by 
someone, and with some company. 
Suppose, for instance, a broker with a 
Poor reputation tries to plaqw an unde- 
sirable piece of business. He goes from 
office to office. His reputation is 
against him, and coupled wth the fact 
that he is trying to peddle a poor piece 
of business, he soon finds that he has 
a hopeless job on his hands. Finally 
the assured gets tired of waiting. He 
reaches the conclusion that he will have 
to transfer the placing of the business 
to some other broker. Consequently 
the handling of the line gets into the 
hands of a first class man. He comes 
along and offers it to us. He has influ- 
ence, prestige, and a large volume of 
good business behind him. He brings 
to bear all the pressure that he can mus- 
ter up and gets the line placed. 


Turn Down May Be Expensive 


“Similarly, when a broker is dealing 
with a large assured who places with 
him perhaps all of his workmen’s com- 
Pensation, liability, automobile, bur- 
glary, plate glass and other lines, it is 








RULING BY SUPREME COURT 


Held that 5 Percent Tax on Gross Pre- 
miums Cannot Be Levied on 
Unauthorized Companies 


WASHINGTON, D. C., Dec. 6.—It 
has been held by the supreme court that 
the act of the state of Arkansas in im- 
posing a 5 percent tax on gross premi- 
ums paid for insurance on property in 
Arkansas to insurance companies not li- 
censed to do business in the state is not 
valid. This decision upholds the appea! 
of the St. Louis Cotton Compress Com- 
pany from lower court decisions. 

Practice in Other States 


The St. Louis concern is authorized 
to transact business in Arkansas as a 
foreign company. It owns and oper- 
ates a considerable number of cotton 
compresses in Arkansas. It tock out 
insurance in St. Louis covering its prop- 
erties in Arkansas with insurance com- 
panies not authorized to transact busi- 
ness in Arkansas. License was denied 
ior the reason that rates of premiums 
charged by these companies were 15 
percent lower than those collected by 
the companies licensed by the Arkansas 
insurance department. The Arkansas 
state court held that the legislature 
was within its rights in assessing a 5 
percent tax on the gross premiums paid. 
The Supreme court now declares that 
this action was not valid, holding that 
the effect of the law was to tax busi- 
ness transacted in another state. 


Details of Case 


A number of states have laws govern- 
ing this phase of the business that 
greatly resemble the Arkansas statute. 
All are designed to collect revenue for 
insurance written within their bound- 
aries in unauthorized companies. In 
some states these laws make the as- 
sured subject to the tax in cases of 
this kind. The latest decision of the 
supreme court administers a severe set 
back to legislation of this character. 








often, because of this, that the broker 
is asked to satisfactorily place a diffi- 
cult fire line. The broker comes to us, 
explains that the assured gives him a 
very large amount of casualty business 
during the year, and that for that rea- 
son he is especially anxious to place to 
the assured’s satisfaction the undesirable 
fire line. What are we to do? If we 
turn it down it may cost us thousands 
of dollars in premiums, and if we write 
it it may bring us a loss within a week.” 

One reason for the falling off of New 
York City business is the small stocks 
that have been kept on hand throughout 
the year. Warehouse business, for ex- 
ample, has been smaller. Merchants, 
wholesalers and jobbers have been get- 
ting along with the smallest stocks pos- 
sible. Retailers have been buying goods 
only that they were certain they could 
dispose of. Just now warehouses and 
storage spaces are being filled up owing 
to the prospective Christmas trade, but 
until now there has been a yawning ex- 
panse of unfilled space in all of the 
warehouses in New York. 


California Blue Goose Bulletin 


A bulletin containing names of mem- 


pers, committees, officers, and a _ brief 
history of origin and purpose of the 
California Blue Goose has just been 


issued. The bulletin is a fine example 
of its kind, and contains practically all 
desired information on the pond, and 
what it stands for. Theodore Castle is 
most loyal gander of the California 
pond, which contains 130 ganders, and 
was founded in 1907. 





George R. Fulton. assistant secretary 
of the Automobile of Hartford, returned 
on the Aquitania Dee. 1, following sev- 
eral weeks’ visit to England and other 
roints in the interests of the Automo- 
bile. 





COMMITTEES GIVEN OUT BANK AGENCY PLAN 


CASE ANNOUNCES NEW LIST 


Roster for National Association of In- 
surance Agents for Coming 
Year Is Completed 


_ President James L. Case of the Na- 
tional Association of Insurance Agents 
has just completed the membership upon 
the various standing committees of the 
organization for the new year, the ap- 
pointees being as here noted: 

Membership Committee—J. A. Giber- 
son, chairman, Alton, Ill.; Walter H. Rob- 
inson, Providence, R. L; Eugene A. 
Beach, Syracuse, N. Y¥.; W. D. McLean, 
Anderson, S. C.; Charles L. Gandy, Bir- 
mingham, Ala.; Clyde B. Smith, Lansing, 
Mich.; E. A. Sherman, Minneapolis, Minn.; 
Charles G. Blakely, Jr., Topeka, Kan.: 
P. S. W. Ramsden, Salt Lake City, Utah; 
J. H. Bodenheimer, New Orleans, La.; 
John B. Shea, San Jose, Cal. 

Grievance Committee—J. Henry Mc- 
Manus, chairman, Hartford, Conn.: Ivan 
E. Lang, Waterville, Maine; William A. 
Hall, Newark, N. J.; R. P. DeVan, 
Charleston, W. Va.; Miss Julia Hindman, 


Nashville, Tenn.; Ben L. Agler, Youngs- 
town, O.; Wm. B. Calhoun, Milwaukee, 
Wis.; 


W. S. Thompson, Hutchinson, Kan.; 
Max S. Schayer, Denver, 
Cunningham, Dallas, Tex.; 
bins, Santa Ana, Cal, 
Legislative 


Colo.; A. P. 
Mac O. Rob- 


Committee—Col. Walker 


Taylor, chairman, Wilmington, N. C.; 
Edwin J. Cole, Fall River, Mass.; James 
Ransom, Jersey City, N. J.; Col. E. E. 
Goodwyn, Emporia, Va.; Stanley Lach- 
man, Chattanooga, Tenn.; Shirley E. 
Moisant, Kankakee, Ill.; John Hynes, 
Davenport, la.; Roscoe Alexander, Omaha, 
Neb.; John S. Williams, Yazoo City, 
Miss.; C. W. Gill, Denver, Colo.; D. W. 


Pierce, Jr., Los Angeles, Cal. 


Finance Committee—Glenn H. John- 
son, chairman, Syracuse, N. Y.; Fred B. 
Ayer, Cleveland, O.; Donald G. North, 


New Haven, Conn. 

Fire Prevention Committee—Chas. B. 
H. Loventhal, chairman, Nashville, Tenn.; 
Fred A. Field, Rutland, Vt.; W. Clarke 
Bagg, Utica, N. Y.; R. A. Currier, Black 
Mountain, N. C.; Frank W. Lawson, Bal- 
timore, Md.; R. A. Foose, Wheeling, W. 
Va.; L. Y. Mason, Memphis, Tenn.; E. A. 
Erwin, Atlanta, Ga.; J. Stewart Pearce, 
Tulsa, Okla.; George J. Kelly, Ogden, 
Utah; W. T. Rambo, San Jose, Cal. 

Casualty Committee—Kennon V. Roths- 
child, chairman, St. Paul, Minn.; Philip 
C. Lockwood, Manchester, N. H.; James 
T. Noonan, Albany, N. Y.; John A. Dal- 
zell, Pittsburgh, Pa.; P. B. Hosmer, Chi- 
cago, Ill.; Mark J. Bennett, Denver, 
Colo.; Geo. W. Kerdolff, Kansas City, 
Mo.; Fred C. Odell, Greensboro, N. C.; 
H. H. Thornton, Pensacola, Fla.; O. G. 
Strong, Cleveland, O.; James B. Leedom, 
Milwaukee, Wis.; J. Walter Dodson, Hot 
Springs, Ark. 





Reed Enters Casualty Field 


W. A. Reed of Reading, Mass., field 
secretary for the National Association 
of Insurance Agents, has resigned to 
take up field work for the Indemnty of 
North America. Mr. Reed has been 
with the National association since the 
early part of 1920, having spent his time 


in the New England field. He has so 
developed that territory that agents 
throughout the New Engtand states 


look upon him as the New England field 
secretary of the National association. 


Hartford Stock Quotations 
HARTFORD, CONN., Dec. 4.—Few 


changes in stock quotations were shown 
at the regular iocal board meeting at 
Hartford last week. Aetna Fire was 
quoted at 438 bid, 445 asked. Automo- 
bile of Hartford ranged between 205 
and 210. Hartford Fire sold at 405. 
The National of Hartford ranged be- 
tween 505 and 510. The Phoenix of 
Hartford was sold at 515. Among life 
companies there is little change noticed, 
the Aetna Life being quoted at 635 bid 
and 645 asked. Travelers ranged be- 
tween 670 and 675. The Aetna Casualty 
& Surety sold at prices between 315 
and 340. 





Say That National 
Association Rule Is Not Ap- 
licable to Smaller Points 


Companies 


ISSUE UP AT HARRISBURG 


Most Officials Are Prefectly Willing to 
Observe the Request in the 
Larger Cities 


The issue that has arisen over the 
agency of the First Trust & Savings 
Bank at Harrisburg, Ill., has served to 
bring to the attention of company ex- 
ecutives and managers the question of 
bank agencies in general. The First 
Trust & Savings Bank decided to estab- 
lish an agency and took on four or five 
companies. Some of the local agents in 
larrisburg objected to the establish- 
ment of this agency, they taking the 
ground that the bank would be an active 
competitor on an unfair basis. The sub- 
ject was put before the National Asso- 
ciation of Insurance Agents, resulting 
in the Caledonian and Liverpool & Lon- 
don & Globe retiring from the agency 
but leaving three or four companies. 
Manager Post of the Caledonian sent a 
letter to the National Association of 
Insurance Agents which was read at the 
Hot Springs convention, saying that his 
company and the Liverpool had retired 
but that three other companies re- 
mained, one going into the agency after 
the Caledonian had withdrawn. He in- 
quired of the National association what 
course he should pursue in view of the 
fact that the other companies remained. 
This precipitated a very interesting dis- 
cussion at Hot Springs and furnished 
about the only dynamite at the conven- 
tion. 
Situation in Smaller Points 

A number of company executives have’ 
expressed themselves on the subject of 
bank agencies and nearly all agree that 
the National Association of Insurance 
Agents is bucking against a Niagara 
Falls in trying to get the companies on 
record to oppose the extension of bank 
agencies in the smaller cities and towns. 
It is difficult, of course, to draw the line. 
In some states banks and trust com- 
panies all have agencies or at least the 
greater number of them, and they are 
regarded as the strongest insurance of- 
fices of their communities. There are 
some fairly large cities that have bank 
agencies. 

Argument of Full Time Agents 


The local agents take the position 
that where banks have agencies the in- 
surance men giving all their time to the 
business are thus brought into com- 
petition with financial institutions that 
are able to influence insurance to their 
agencies not on the ground of servive 
rendered but because of favors and ac- 
commodations that the banks are ren- 
dering those people whose insurance 
they demand. Where loans are granted, 
the bank agencies demand the insur- 
ance. Where accommodations are 
given depositors, the insurance is ex- 
acted. The bank has the whip hand in 
the opinion of the local agents. Fur- 
thermore, in the agricultural communi- 
ties farm agents say that where farm 
notes are discounted or handled by the 
banks, a bank agency thus is able to 
get a line on a man’s insurance, and 
frequently swings it to that corner. 


Bank Agencies in Cities 
Company executives as a rule ac- 
knowledge that in the large cities a bank 


agency is undesirable competition al- 
though it is frequently found. For that 
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Greater 
elling Power 


When you hold yourself accountable to 
your clients for their financial well-being ° 
through the protection of all their 
property you become of value to them. 


The degree of interest that you display 
in the protection of property will govern 
the premium income of your agency. 
Know each client. Know his business. 
Be prepared to give him full in- 
surance protection. Use the facilities 
of your company. The insurance agency 
that is organized on a service to policy- 
holder basis will gain success in every 
undertaking. 


THE 


ALLIANCE INSURANCE COMPANY 


of Philadelphia, Pa. 


Cash Capital ae “4 
$1,000,000.00 $2,637,109.96 





A Company of Character 

















INSURANCE IN TWO COMPANIES UNDER ONE POLICY 


TWO CENTENARIANS 





PHILADELPHIA UNDERWRITERS DEPARTMENT 


INSURANCE COMPANY OF NORTH AMERICA 
_ CASH CAPITAL, $5,000,000 


THE FIRE ASSOCIATION OF PHILADELPHIA 
CASH CAPITAL, $1,000,000 


WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 209 W. JACKSON BLVD., CHICAGO, ILL. 























reason most of the companies were 
sympathetic with the loca! agents in the 
Louisville fight. They believed that a 
bank agency in Louisville would be a 
detriment to the business. They appre- 
ciate the fact that in most large cities 
there are numerous bank agencies at 
least on the outside in the neighborhood 
and suburban banks. 

Almost all the companies feel that it 
is impossible to abide by the bank rule 
in the smaller towns and rural commu- 
nities where in their opinion the banks 
form the most appropriate insurance 
agencies. Yet agencies in the country 
districts say that the bank competition 
is just as insidious as it is in the cities 
and they deserve protection. 

Most Agents Are Part Timers 


Company men say that when it comes 
to the smaller points there are very few 
whole-time insurance men. They are 
engaged in one line of business or the 
other. The appointment of an agent 
mieans that some side liner must be se- 
lected. Who is the best man for the 
job? Is not the bank the most appro- 
priate place for an insurance agency? 
Here is a financial institution in which 
the people have confidence. They would 
rather deal with a bank agency than 
with an agency located in a barber shop. 
The banks carry on their transactions 
in a businesslike way. They pay their 
balances promptly. ‘They answer ques- 
tions without delay. They respond to 
requests. Insurance companies, there- 
fore, declare that the bank makes an 
ideal agency in a small city or town. 
They do not feel that the National Asso- 
ciation of Insurance Agents is justified 
in trying to curb the extension of bank 
agencies in such a territory. 

How Business Is Influenced 


As an illustration of the influence the 
hanks have, a local agent at Harrisburg, 
Ill., told of meeting a very warm friend 
on the street who had just purchased a 
new automobile. This agent had han- 
dled all the automobile owner’s insur- 
ance. The friend spoke as follows: “I 
know that you will expect to handle the 
insurance on my new automobile and I 
deeply regret that I cannot let you have 
it. I had to borrow $500 from the bank 
and it is demanding the automobile in- 
surance.” That vrobably tells the storv 
of competition all local agents find 
where they have to come in contact 
with banks. 

What Officials Say 


Company executives are inclined to 
say that if some line is drawn the best 
way to do it would be to eliminate bank 
agencies where the main local agents in 
a city are whole time insurance men. 
Company executives say that they 
desire to be fair in the matter but that 
they cannot accede to the request that 
in the small burgs and cities they refrain 
from going in the banks. Even at Har- 
risburg, Ill., many companies are rais- 
ing the question as to whether the bank 
agency there is not legitimate. It is a 
mining town of about 7.500 population. 
The bank desired to establish an agency, 
the plan not originating with the insur- 
ance companies. There are much larger 
places in Illinois that have bank agen- 
cies. It so happened that some of the 
agents in Harrisburg raised the question 
with the National association and the 
matter was brought to a climax by the 
reading of Manager Post’s letter at Hot 
Springs. 

The companies evidently are in no 
mood to give up their bank agencies in 
the smaller places and go to people less 
qualified to handle the insurance busi- 
ness. The companies say that the 
agents are clamoring for a qualifications 
law. They want some standard of serv- 
ice established. The companies claim 
that the banks are able to give a far bet- 
ter service in the smal] towns than any- 
one else. The companies contend that 
after all the subject must be viewed from 
the standpoint of the people. Are the 
policyholders better served by banks in 
the small towns than thev are by other 
side line local agents? The test must 
come right there, the company officials 
say. 





NEW BUILDING PLANS 





PROPOSE ANOTHER LOCATION 





New Insurance Exchange Suggested 
for Near North Side of Chicago 
—Stafford Calls Meeting 





Still another Insurance Exchange is 
being proposed for Chicago. This time 
it is planned to erect an insurance build- 
ing, possibly 20 stories in height, on the 
near north side, in the center of the new 
business district that. has been created 
just north of the river, as a result of 
the widening of Michigan avenue and 
the opening of the new bridge. John 
F. Stafford, western manager of the 
Sun, called a meeting of 15 managers 
who might be interested in securing 
larger quarters at lower rentals, last 
Tuesday at the Midday Club. At this 
gathering, the proposal as outlined by 
rea! estate men was submitted. 


Other Plans Offered 


Within the past few months it has 
been suggested that a new Insurance 
Exchange be erected on Lawrence ave- 
nue, (4800 north) at the corner of Ken- 
more avenue. This proposal met with 
great disfavor because of the several 
disadvantages of a location so far re- 
moved from the loop. Later the estate 
which operates the New York .Life 
Bldg., in Chicago, offered a plan for 
the erection of an insurance building at 
the corner of Franklin and Monroe 
streets. Under this plan, the companies 
were to pay a low fixed rental plus a 
proportionate share of the maintenance 
charge. This was objected to because 
of the possibility of an increase of ex- 
penses. 

Details Proposed 


It is understood that the newest plan 
calls for the erection of a substantial 
modern office building, between the 
river and Division street, and east of 
State street. According to some the 
location selected is the northwest corner 
of Michigan boulevard and Delaware 
Place. It is reported that $50,000 in 
salable bonds has been placed in escrow, 
to back the project. It is also stated 
that the location tentatively agreed 
upon, and upon which no property now 
stands, is being held for $950,000; also 
that it is contemplated erecting a build- 
ing having 600,000 square feet of rent- 
able space. 


May Take Over Leases 


While a!l the plans are not known 
it is reported that the real estate men 
backing this proposal are in a position 
to take up the present favorable unex- 
pired leases held by companies in the 
Insurance Exchange, and make them 
apply in the new building. In other 
words, there are now several companies, 
domiciled in the Insurance Exchange, 
that purchased the original 30 year 
leases. Under the terms of these con- 
tracts the tenants are to pay $1.35 for 
the next nine years and $1.50 for the 
following ten years. It is understood 
that the backers of the project revealed 
this week are willing to rent space in 
the new building to Insurance Ex- 
change tenants at the figures in the 
present Insurance Exchange leases un- 
til the present leases elapse. If this 
is true the new plan will appeal strongly 
to western departments quartered in the 
Insurance Exchange, which have been 
unwilling to relinquish their present 
leases to move into other quarters at 
from $2 to $3.50 per foot. 








Establishing San Francisco Office 


SAN FRANCISCO, CAL., Dec. 6.—Labry 
& Harris of Los Angeles, recently ap- 
pointed general agents for the Concordia 
and Wisconsin Underwriters as well as 
the Pennsylvania Underwriters, are eS- 
tablishing a metropolitan headquarters 
in San Francisco. No manager for this 
new department has been selected. 
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Keep Your Face Toward the Sun and the Shadows Will Fall Behind You 





In The Most Liberal Way 


Every agent of the SUN OF LONDON, whether he is in America, 
England, Africa, India, China, Japan, the Philippines—anywhere in 
the world—receives the co-operation and the good influence of the 
SUN INSURANCE OFFICE in the most liberal way in the sale of 
insurance. That is a SUN characteristic born with the company in 
April, 1710, when a “deed of co-partnership was drawn out between 
Charles Povey and twenty-three partners.” 


SUN INSURANCE OFFICE 


of London 
Established 1710—The Oldest Fire Insurance Company in the World 








Firmly planted, and growing lustily in the underwriting light of THE SUN is 


rke Patriotic Assurance Co., “+4 


Dublin, Ireland 


FOUNDED 1824 


United with the parent company in one great organization; one in ideals, solvency 
methods and purposes and dispensing that peerless service that has made THE SUN 
the leader in good agencies wherever sound insurance is sold. 





UNITED STATES BRANCH WESTERN DEPARTMENT PACIFIC DEPARTMENT 
54 Pine Street, NEW YORK 76 West Monroe St., CHICAGO SAN FRANCISCO 
PRESTON T. KELSEY, U. S. Manager JOHN F. STAFFORD, Mgr. C. A. HENRY, General Agent 
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Get This Brand “Cleveland” 
Imbedded In Your Memory 


You are going to hear of 
“Cleveland” in the fire insur- 
ance business more and more 
as time goes on. The Cleve- 
land National Fire Insurance 
Company is going to make 
its name part and parcel of 
many a fire insurance agent’s 
stock in trade. A CLEVE- 
LAND fire policy is going 
to continue to represent a 
high standard of protection 
and service to the assured; 
a recognition of the necessi- 
ties of the local agent and a 
determination to meet them 
by every means possible. De- 
siring to grow fast and grow 
right, this company wishes to 
attract to its banner agents 
who will take pride in repre- 
senting a vigorous Ohio inst1- 
tution on terms satisfactory to 
them; a company the middle 
western people need and will 
support. 


Ohe 


Cleveland National Fire 


Insurance Company 
Cleveland, Ohio 


E. KIMBALL ARCHIBALD KEMP 
President Sec’y-Treas. and Managing Underwriter 
GUY E. WELLS WM. C. DOOLITTLE 
Vice-President Ass’t Sec’y-Treas. 














PREPARE FOR APPEAL 


FEDERAL QUESTIONS SOUGHT 





Attorneys in Mississippi Litigation Will 
Use Every Effort to Have Anti- 
Trust Case Reopened 





JACKSON, MISS., Dec. 5.—It is 
plainly evident that the insurance attor- 
neys are going to make an exhaustive 
attempt to get the supreme court of 
Mississippi to reopen the anti-trust case 
for reconsideration. While the threat of 
an appeal to the federal court still 
stands as a last resort, it is generally 
recognized that such questions as might 
be raised in the federal court are very 
doubtful propositions and offer but 
slender hope of relief. 

One line of attack which it is assumed 
might be made in the federal court 
would be as to the constitutionality of 
the anti-trust law applying to insurance 
companies. 

The constitution of Mississippi, sec- 
tion 198, provides that the legislature 
shall enact laws to “prevent all trusts, 
combinations, contracts and agreements 
inimical to the public trust.” 

When the anti-trust law was orig- 
inally drawn this language of the con- 
stitution was followed in the statute and 
the words, “inimical to the public wel- 
fare” were inserted. Later the provision 
as to the insurance companies was 
added to the statute as a separate sec- 
tion and these words were omitted, the 
statute simply making it unlawful to 
contract or agree to regulate and control 
the price of premiums to be paid for 
insurance. 

In the decision of the case the court 
substantially held that it is not neces- 
sary to prove that the fixed price is 
inimical to the public interest, and that 
the fact that the price is fixed and con- 
trolled by agreement or combination is 
itself a power inimical to the public 
interest, regardless of whether the rate 
be raised or lowered. 

A second line of attack is that the 
penalties are excessive and amount to 
confiscation of the property of the com- 
panies and is therefore in violation of 
the due process of law clauses of the 
federal and state constitutions. 

On this latter, point the Mississippi 
supreme court unanimously agreed that 
the penalties were not confiscatory, al- 
though the court did disagree as to the 
amount of penalties that should be im- 
posed, Judge Holden standing for two 
years’ minimum, and Judges Cook and 
Ethridge for six. 


Minnesota Blue Goose Luncheon 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN., Dec. 5.—The 
Blue Goose members of the Minnesota 
Pond were addressed at the Monday 
lunch meeting by John W. Barton, vice- 
president of the Metropolitan National 
Bank of Minneapolis. Mr. Barton talked 
on present day business conditions and 
gave what he thought was the solution 
to the economic problems that confront 
the country today. The meeting was 
well attended and a good one. 

The officers of the Minnesota Pond 
have invited the ganders and their 
ladies to an informal dance and card 
party next Saturday evening. A large 
orchestra will be on hand to furnish 
music and a good lunch is also promised. 








Unique Position Held 
By Heber J. Grant | 


——] 
H EBER J. GRANT of Salt Lake 

City, president and founder of the 
Heber J. Grant & Co. general agency, 
the Utah Home Fire and the Beneficial 
Life, occupies a unique position in that 
he is not only probably the biggest fig- 
ure in the insurance field in the inter- 
mountain country, but also the head of 
the Mormon church, and as such is re- 
garded as a literal prophet by half a 
million people. 

Outwardly there is nothing to dis. 
tinguish Mr. Grant from any other in- 
surance man. He has no ecclesiastical 
mannerisms. He is just a plain, ordi- 
nary, wideawake, shrewd man of busi- 
ness. However, he is very active in 
his duties as head of the church. He 
has a remarkable speaking voice and 
everyone in the large congregations of 
10,000 or 12,000 persons he often ad- 
dresses in the great Tabernacle at Salt 
Lake City can hear every word he utters 
distinctly. He has a habit of illustrat- 
ing his remarks by quoting incidents in 
his insurance career and some of his 
friends have declared they have never 
heard him deliver a sermon in which 
insurance has not figured. To him the 
insurance business is a sort of second 
religion. He started as a part-time 
agent when a very young man, but it 
was not long before he devoted his 
whole time to the business, so success- 
ful was he as a solicitor. He is one of 
the best all-around insurance men in 
the west, being interested in practically 
every form of insurance. 

Physically, Mr. Grant is a powerful 
man. He is at least six feet tall and 
well proportioned and despite his 65 or 
66 years has a decided athletic appear- 
ance. Though warm-hearted and gen- 
erous to a fault, he is quick-tempered, 
and during the early days of the Utah 
Home, while the company was trying 
to keep its head above water, he told a 
solicitor for an insurance reference book, 
who intimated that his company would 
get an unfavorable notice if it did not 
advertise, to get out of the office if he 
did not want to be kicked out. That 
incident is typical of the man. 

He has manifold business interests, as 
the church of which he is the head is 
interested in various industrial and com- 
mercial enterprises, which fact places 
him in the president’s chair of a num- 
ber of large corporations. He is also 
at the head of a mercantile establish- 
ment doing an annual business of more 
than $13,000,000. Despite his other in- 
terests, however, Mr. Grant finds time 
to keep in close touch with his insur- 
ance companies and with all of the de- 
velopments in the various insurance 
fields. 














Miscellaneous Notes 

Marvin E. Gardner, local agent at 
Hurleyville, N. Y., died last week as a 
result of an automobile accident. 

A loss of $75,000 was reported in a 
fire that swept the business section of 
Clarence, Mo., Dec. 4. Cause undeter- 
mined. 

Cc. E. Nugent, associate manager of 
the Minneapolis branch, Western Adjust- 
ment & Inspection Co., spent Thanks- 





giving in Fargo visiting his family and 
old friends. 





CAPITAL 
$450,000 


INSURED’S SURPLUS 
$592,390 
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eden Is All Right—Let’s Go! 
THE HENRY CLAY FIRE INSURANCE CO. 
LEXINGTON, KY. 


ASSETS 
$1,122,283 


LIABILITIES 
$979,894 
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Success 


The local agent who gives to insurance work the 
consideration it deserves will forge ahead in his 
profession. Careful preparation is necessary. 
Qualification comes only after serious and pains- 
taking study. The growth of a local agency 
reflects the ambitions and stability of those who 
labor for its betterment. Success and satisfaction 
follow because the foundation is laid on a well- 
grounded knowledge of the business of insurance. 


LINES WRITTEN 


Fire Earthquake Profits 

Automobile Tourists’ Baggage — Parcel Post 

Tornado Use and Occupancy Commissions 

Explosion Leasehold Riot and Civil Commotion 
Sprinkler Leakage Rents 
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IN SURANGCE COMPANY 


OF. AM: E RICA, 
NEW YORK BRANCH: CHICAGO BRANCH: NEW ORLEANS BRANCH: SAN FRANCISCO BRANCH 
Executive Offices: Washington Park: Newark, N. J. Insurance Exchange Bldg. Cor. Carondolet and Common Sts. 444 California St. 
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How $5000.00 Saved 


Three-Quarters 


N THE above letter, the Tax 
of New York tells how an 


of a Million 


Commissioner of the State 
investment of $5,000.00 in 


Monroe Calculating Machines resulted in a saving of three- 


quarters of a million dollars. 


And not alone New York State. 


Business houses the 


country over have recorded equally interesting experiences 


with the Monroe. 


The Fireman’s Fund Insurance Company computed 1,072 
separate transactions on the Monroe in the cancellation of a 


Reinsurance Treaty. 


They “completed the task in six hours’ 


time and found NOT ONE MISTAKE IN 1,072 CHANCES.” 


The only way to prove how 
Over your present equipment is 
your own work. A Free Trial inv 


use the coupon. 


REG. TRADE MARK 


much the Monroe can save 
by using it for a time on 
olves no obligation. Simply 


Calculating Machine Company 


Plant, Orange, N. J. 


Offices rendering Monroe Service at all Principal Points in the U. S. and Canada 








Made in Three Sizes: 
20-Place, 16-Place, 
12-Place Capacity 


ne: 


MONROE CALCULATING MACHINE CO., Woolworth Bldg., New York, N.Y. 


Without obligation (check items desired) : 
{ ] Arrange a trial in our own office. 


[ ] Send literature descriptive of the New K Model Monroe. 


Firm Name 


N. U. 12-7-22 
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CHANGES IN THE FIELD 








BRINSMAID TO HOME OFFICE 





Ohio State Agent of Niagara Made 
Superintendent of Agencies for Its 
Western Department 





Announcement is made by President 
O. E. Lane of the Niagara Fire of the 
appointment of George W. Brinsmaid 
as superintendent of agencies for the 
company’s western department. He will 
maintain headquarters at the home office 
of the company in New York City, and 
will aid Assistant Secretary J. H. Mac- 
farlane, whose duties and responsibilities 
have been considerably enlarged through 
his assumption of the work previously 
performed by the late Henry J. Houge 
in addition to taking care of his former 
territory. Mr. Brinsmaid, who will go 
east Dec. 15, has been Ohio state agent 
for the Niagara Fire for some time, prior 
to which he was head of the engineering 
staff in the office of Marsh & McLellan. 
Before that in turn for several years he 
was located at Denver as manager of 
the Rocky Mountain Fire Underwriters 
Association. 





G. P. Cook and J. M. Belwood 


George P. Cook, for the past two 
years special agent of the American 
Central in western Missouri with head- 
quarters at Kansas City, has been trans- 
ferred to Pittsburgh, Pa., and will here- 
after have supervision over western 
Pennsylvania and West Virginia suc- 
ceeding A. G. Crawshaw, who recently 
resigned. 

James M. Belwood, formerly a spe- 
cial agent of the company in Kan- 
sas, succeeds Mr. Cook as special agent 
in western Missouri and will make his 
headquarters at Marshall, Mo. He has 
been for the past six months with the 
Providence Washington. 





R. G, Hine 


R. G. Hine has been appointed special 
agent for Missouri for the North British 
& Mercantile and allied companies, 
assisting State Agent Sweazea, with 
headquarters in the Federal Reserve 
Bank building at Kansas City. Mr. 





Hine was formerly state agent of the 
National Ben Franklin for Missourj 
and Kansas. He is Missouri born and 
bred and was a local agent in that state 
prior to engaging in field work some 
years ago. 





L. H. Platt 


L. H. Platt, who has been special 
agent of the Liverpool & London & 
Globe in Arkansas, has resigned as of 
Jan. 1. He will announce his future 
plans shortly. 


T. W. Burns 


Thomas W. Burns, who has been 
state agent in Arkansas, for the Gross 
R. Scruggs general agency at Dallas, 
Tex., has resigned effective Jan. 15, 
He will announce another connection 
shortly. Mr. Burns has been with the 
Scruggs office since 1920 and for nine 
years prior to that time, was an inde- 
pendent adjuster at Ft. Smith, Ark. 


O. F. Fugate 


O. F. Fugate, formerly special agent 
of the Security of New Haven in west- 
ern Nebraska, has been appointed spe- 
cial agent for the Morrison-Rathburn 
Company of Omaha, with headquarters 
at Omaha. He will cover western Ne- 
braska and western Kansas. 











Clinton J. Wilson 


Clinton J. Wilson has been appointed 
special agent in western New York 
state for North America. Mr. Wilson, 
who will join the North America on 
Dec. 15, wil! make his headquarters at 
Buffalo. He succeeds H. J. Noble, who 
recently resigned. Mr. Wilson has been 
with the North America in Philadelphia 
suburban territory. 


C. D. King 


C. D. King has been appointed state 
agent of the Sun and Patriotic in Colo- 
rado and Wyoming, effective Dec. 15. 
He will make headquarters at Denver 
and succeeds R. G. Fritch. Mr. King 
was formerly special agent in Colorado 
and Wyoming for the Gerald L. Schul- 
ery general agency of Denver. 




















By G. A. 





REPORT ON POSTAL INSURANCE 


The postmaster general’s report, just 
issued, shows that during the fiscal year 
ended June 30 last, 126,333,881 parcels 
were insured, an increase of more than 
10,000,000 parcels over the preceding 
fiscal year. Altogether 327,385 claims for 
indemnity were filed, involving a total of 
$3,412,102, or an average of $10.42 per 
claim. .The number of c. o. d. parcels 
handled during the year was 30,941,570, 
an increase of 4,600,000 over the preced- 
ing year, and a total of 98,052 claims, 
amounting to $900,913 were filed, an 
average of $9.19 per claim. It is stated 
that several foreign countries have made 
request for cooperation and the intro- 
duction of an insurance service in con- 
nection with international parcel post 
mail, and arrangements are nearing com- 
pletion with the British postal admin- 
istration for such a service in Great 
Britain, and it is expected that it will 
be put into operation before the end of 
the current fiscal year. 

The report urges the amendment of 
the postal laws by providing for the 
extension of the insurance collect on de- 
livery services to first class matter. 

* 
QUEEN’S APPOINTMENTS 


Frank E. Jenkins, secretary of the 
Queen for several years, has been ap- 
nointed second vice-president to succeed 
Frederick P. Hamilton, who was last 


VIEWED FROM NEW YORK | 











WATSON 





week put in charge of the western de- 
partment at Chicago. Mr. Hamilton 
continues as vice-president and director 
of the Queen. Sigourney F. Mininger, 
who has been general agent, has been 
mage secretary and John L. Collins and 
William H. Sutton have been appointed 
general agents. . 


OFFICIALS ADDRESS BLUE GOOSE 


At the banquet of the New York City 
Blue Goose Monday evening, Superin- 
tendent Stoddard of New York said 
that some companies were trying to 
make him the bogey man_ with the 
agents. He said that he had made no 
threats or given no commands that 
wou!d embarrass the agents as to acqul- 
sition cost. He said that the insurance 
folk should settle the question among 
themselves. That was the suggestion he 
made to the casualty companies. They 
threshed out the subject in many confer- 
ences and have submitted their recom- 
mendations. Commissioner Hobbs of 
Massachusetts and Commissioner L. A. 
Kelty of Vermont spoke briefly. : 

The three set speakers were Commis- 
sioner Whitman of Wisconsin; Vice 
President J. V. Barry of the Metropoli- 
tan Life and General Counsel O. B. 
Ryan of the National Board. C. M. 
Cartwright of The National Underwriter 
also spoke. V. A. Keeler of the 
American Eagle was toastmaster. 
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Brown, most loyal gander, made the in- 
troductory address. 
attendance. The New York pond has 
614 members, the largest in the Order. 


* ‘2 K 
NEW ENGLAND SETS PRECEDENT 





| 


| 


A practice that might be followed to |} 
advantage by governing fire underwriting | 


crganizations throughout the country 
was that introduced by the New Eng- 
land Fire Insurance Exchange some 
months ago, of having the president of 
each of the state local agents’ associa- 
tions in the territory attend the formal 
councils of the ruling body. Local 
agents are encouraged to make whatever 
complaint they have made of forms, 
rates or practices to the heads of their 
respective state association, when the 
latter will bring these before the Ex- 
change and participate in the discussions 
which follow. Two such conferences 
have already taken place, and the result 
has been wholly beneficial. The local 
men in the first place appreciate the 
willingness of the governing body to 
give them a full hearing, and again learn 


| 





jat first hand the reason why action to 
There was a large | 


which objection had been filed wag 
necessary. Conversely, the special agents 
protit in their deliberations from getting 
the viewpoint of the direct representa. 
tives of the membership companies. 
ie eae 
DISCUSS RAIN COVER 


A meeting of the Rain Insurance Asggo- 
ciation was held in New York last week, 
in which plans for the coming season 
were discussed. Nothing definite was 
decided, although several new policy 
forms were suggested, some of which 
are now being considered. The Rain 
Insurance Association is a growing or- 
ganization, the membership of three of 4 
year ago having grown to 12. The three 
charter members are the Hartford, the 
Home and the Eagle Star & British 
Dominions. The additional members 
are the Federa!, Citizens of Missouri, 
Franklin, City of New York, North 
America, North British & Mercantile, 
Pennsylvania, Commonwealth and Mer. 
cantile. 
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LOSS RECORD MOUNTING 


Cook county managers and field men 
are complaining of the recent fire loss 
record in Chicago. The companies have 
been hard hit during the past few weeks. 
Some of the sections that yielded an 
unfavorable experience a few years ago 
are getting into the loss reports again. 
There have been several fires on East 
South Water street and West Lake 
street lately. The companies have paid 
losses on three large stockyards fires. 
Aside from the Burlington building loss 
early in the year the Chicago record for 
1922 has been favorable, but the experi- 
ence of the past few weeks has some- 
what altered the showing for the year. 


INSURANCE BASKETBALL SCORES 


In this week’s games played at the 
Marshall High School by the. teams 
belonging to the Insurance Basketball 
League of Chicago, these scores were 
recorded: Royal Fire 12, Aetna Life 
10; Hartford Fire 39, Firemen’s of New- 
ark 8; Aetna Fire 14, National of Hart- 
ford 10. The Hartford and Aetna Fire 
teams are undefeated. 

* * * 


VERNOR WILL ADDRESS CLUB 


Richard E. Vernor, manager of the 
fire prevention department of the West- 
ern Actuarial Bureau, will be the speaker 
at the December meeting of the Insur- 
ance Club of Chicago to be held Dec. 12. 
Mr. Vernor will have as his subject 
“Pioneering Fire Prevention.” Enter- 
tainment will be furnished by the Har- 
mony Trio. 

* * x 
OPENS NEW AGENCY 

A new general writing insurance 
agency has been formed in Chicago with 
Charles H. Ferguson, a veteran insur- 
ance man, as general manager. The 
new agency is operating under the firm 
name of Foundation Fiscal Agency and 
G. F. Schmitt, prominent Chicago manu- 
facturer, is president. large and 
active staff of producers has already 
been built up and the agency is still 
expanding. An attractive feature to 
the organization is that it is to be put 
on a profit-sharing basis in addition to 
the regular commission contract basis. 
The office has not had any definite fire 
and casualty connections, but is now 
looking for both a fire and casua!ty 
company. It has planned to develop 
all classes of insurance and the agency 
force has been built with that idea in 





en’ 


mind. Mr. Ferguson has been in the 

business over a quarter of a century 

and comes from an insurance family, 
* * x 


RENEWS CHRISTMAS SERVICE 


The western department office staff 
of the Insurance Company of North 
America has again taken up its excellent 
Christmas service work in conjunction 
with the Chicago Tribune’s good-fellow 
depattment. The North America’s staff 
was the second largest contribution to 
this cause last year, caring for 30 fami- 
lies, and this year bids fair to maintain 
the honor, having signified its intention 
to carry the Christmas to 60 needy 
families. 

* *k * 
COOK COUNTY FIELD CLUB 


New officers will be elected at the 
monthly meeting of the Cook County 
Field Club to be held in the Crystal 
room at the Great Northern hotel, Dec. 
11. Dinner will be served at 6:30. The 
annua! reports will be submitted. There 
will be no nominating committee this 
year. Instead nominations will be made 
from the floor, and a lively contest is 
expected. The officers of the associa- 
tion are hoping that every member will 
be present at this meeting, as a matter 
of vital importance is to be brought up 
for consideration. 

* * * 

ENGINEERS ENDORSE REPORT 


The Western Society of Engineers of 
Chicago has endorsed, the recent report 
of the National Board on Chicago, hav- 
ing passed a resolution to that effect at 
its meeting last week. The engineers 
urged upon the mayor and the city coun- 
cil the serious consideration of all phases 
of the report, especially those regarding 
the high pressure fire system, the redis- 
tribution of fire companies and the fire 
alarm systems. 


MUTUALS FORM CLUB 


The mutual executives and agents of 
the north side of Chicago have organ- 
ized into the “Uptown Insurance Club,” 
Graham Rudd having been elected prest- 
dent at the organization meeting last 
week. James S. Kemper was chosen 
honorary president, the other officers 
being: Walter Wieland, vice-president; 
Gilmore N. Murphy, vice-president; 
Bance Smith, treasurer; and Richard J. 
Dunn, secretary. The club is composed 
of representatives of the Lumbermens 
Mutual Casualty, Lumbermen’s & Manu- 





in Chicago, Cook 


Inspections 





23 yearsin this field. 
Office with Jos. C. Knight & Co. 
Room 1568 Ins. Exchange, CHICAGO, ILL. 





This inspectorate very properly gauges the expectancy of fire 
risks and tintelligently antici pates events before they occur. : 
signed sells this talent to companies, agents, brokers and the business 
public, herewith tendering counsel to all State Insurance Officials, Legislative and Municipal Come 
mittees and all those who formulate insurance — designed for the public weal. 

—Dixit et Fecit 


Phone Wabash 3033 


County and the Greater Metropolitan Districti® 


The under- 


'W. PIERCE 


¢ 
Independent Inspector and Fire Prevention Counselor 
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Guard Your Community Against the Unexpected 


Fires are constantly occuring in 
grain elevators, mills, warehouses 
and factories. ‘The above pic- 
tures illustrate a recent severe loss 
tothe Pennsylvania Railroad grain 
elevator in Chicago. Despite the 
facilities of the well equipped fire 
department of Chicago this blaze 
got beyond control and caused 
serious damage. Fires of this 
type in smaller cities would very 
likely be more serious. Business 
property and dwellings in the im- 
mediate vicinity are endangered. 


Every precaution should be taken 
by the local agent to protect prop- 
erty by good housekeeping and 
recommending adequate insur- 
ance protection. 


The frequency of these larger 
fires and the astounding fire loss 
figures for 1922 demonstrate the 
necessity for full fire insurance 
protection to all property. Dwel- 
lings, stores and office buildings 
are not immune. ‘The losses to 
these types of buildings are like- 
wise frequent and severe. 


Here is the local agent’s oppor 

tunity to guarantee the stability 
of every business enterprise in his 
community. The solicitation for 
fire insurance should never cease. 
It is the main line and backbone 
of every local insurance office. It 
is never out of season. It pre- 
sents an opportunity to be of gen- 
uine service to property owners 
and is the best means of increas- 
ing the premium income of every 
local agency. 


SPRINGFIELD 





Fire & Mar 


of Springfield, Massachusetts 


HOME OFFICE: SPRINGFIELD, MASS. 
A. W. DAMON, President 


ine Insurance Co 





CHARTERED 1849 


* 
ro) 


WESTERN DEPARTMENT: CHICAGO 
HARDING & LININGER, Managers 


CASH CAPITAL, $2,500,000.00 
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THE YORKSHIRE 
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OF YORK, ENGLAND 


ESTABLISHED 1824 


UNITED STATES HEAD OFFICES: 
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United States Managers Assistant Manager 
ERNEST B. BOYD WALLACE KELLY 
Underwriting Manager Branch Secretary 





STATE AGENTS: 


J. DEAN WELLS E. J. ARIMOND 
Insurance Exchange 440 Broadway 
CHICAGO, ILL. MILWAUKEE, WIS. 
W. E. VOLBRECHT Ss. H. DAVEY 
Columbia Bank Bldg. Comstock Building 
PITTSBURGH, PA. COLUMBUS, OHIO 


LONDON & PROVINCIAL 
MARINE & GENERAL INSURANCE CO.,LTD. 


OF LONDON, ENGLAND 


ESTABLISHED 1860 











Rossia Insurance Company 
Of America 





The Fire Reassurance Company 
Of New York 





American Fire Insurance Corporation 
Of New York 





Union Reserve Insurance Company 
Of New York 





1565 Broad Street : : Hartford, Conn. 





Fire and Marine Reinsurance 











facturers Insurance Agency, National 
Retailers Mutual, James S. Kemper & 
Co., American Mutual Underwriting Cor- 
poration, Automobile Insurance Agency 
and affiliated organizations. 
ee ak 
BUILDING BOOM CONTINUES 

The favorable weather which prevailed 
during November resulted in the un- 
precedented building boom in Chicago 
being continued throughout the month, 
the November building permits showing 
an increase of $5,000,000 over the Octo- 
ber total. The Citizens’ Committee to 
enforce the Landis award has announced 
that the total for November for Chicago, 
Oak Park, Evanston, Glencoe and Win- 
netka was nearly $22,000,000, compared 
with $17,000,000 in October, while the 
permit values for Chicago alone totaled 
$20,011,620, compared with $14,996,150 in 
October and $12,263,100 in September. 
The good weather, combined with peace- 
ful conditions in the building trades in 
Chicago, has resulted in continuation of 
this boom fully a month later than 


usual. 
x kK x 


HAMILTON TAKES NEW POST 


Vice-President Frederick P. Hamil- 
ton of the Queen, whose appointment as 
manager of the company’s western de- 
partment in succession to W. E. Mc- 
Cullough, resigned, was announced last 
week, arrived in Chicago Monday morn- 
ing and is already deep in the work of 
the office. Although Mr. Hamilton’s en- 
tire underwriting experience thus far 
has been in the east, he is by no means 
unfamiliar with western problems and is 
personally acquainted with a number of 
managers in this territory. Beginning 
his insurance career as a boy with the 
old Mechanics of Brooklyn, Mr. Hamil- 
ton went with the Commercial Union 
when the latter company reinsured the 
business of the former. 

After ten years’ service with the Com- 
mercial Union he was offered and ac- 
cepted a lucrative post with the New 
York Underwriters, leaving this in turn 
to become general agent at the United 
States headquarters of the Manchester 
of England, being associated there with 
Walter S. Alley, now assistant United 
States manager of the North British & 
Mercantile. At the same time Mr. Ham- 
ilton was an officer of the American of 
New York, which was affiliated with the 
Manchester. The successive conflagra- 
tions at Jacksonvilie and at Baltimore 
so discouraged the head office manage- 
ment of the Manchester that it decided 
to retire the corporation from this coun- 
try, its business being sold to the Atlas. 

Mr. Hamilton then joined the staff 
of the Queen, with which organization 
he has now been identified for 18 years, 
first as general agent, later as secretary, 
again as first vice-president, and now 
as western manager, retaining as well 
his executive title and continuing as one 
of the company’s directors. He has 
served as a member of a number of im- 
portant committees of various govern- 
ing organizations of the east, and for 
several years was president of the 
Suburban Fire Insurance Exchange. 
Mr. Hamilton is married and has two 
daughters and a son, the latter being a 
student at Phil‘ps Andover. Strong, 
clean-cut and dependable to the last de- 
gree, Mr. Hamilton is of the type of 
man that reflects credit upon the fire in- 
surance business. 

* * * 


BINDING FOREIGN RISKS 

Through its brokerage and service de- 
partment in Chicago the Glens Falls is 
binding more or less foreign business. 
Chester M. Hayden, manager of the 
Chicago office of the company, states 
that last week a binder covering $40,090 
worth of hides at Hamburg, Germany, 
was issued, and insurance on docks in 
Cuba was covered. The Glens Falls is 
able, through its Chicago office, to bind 
business in any part of the world. This 
is an unusual service. There are numer- 
ous offices in New York which are 
equipped to issue foreign binders, but 
such arrangements are not common 
west of New York citv. 


*x* * x* 
Charles Hendry, manager of the Lon- 








Opening 
Pocket books 


N article of merit and 

an aggressive but 

courteous selling method 

will open buyers’ purse 
strings. 


The Fire Association has 
proved the merits of 
its policies for over one 
hundred years. This com- 
pany has complete confi- 
dence in the ability of its 
agents. 

The agents who have 

same confidence 

in themselves and Fire 

Association policies as 

the company has, are 

beund to succeed. 
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Western Department 
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Vessels and vessel cargoes in every port 
of the world, homes, factories, stores 
and merchandise in every city of the 
United States and Canada, automobiles 
on every highway from the Atlantic to 
the Pacific are today being protected 
by the policies of the Fireman’s Fund. 


Foods and fruits are not the only Cali- 
fornia products that have achieved an 
| international market. 
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don @ Lancashire, at the head office in 
England, is in Chicago this week. He is 
visiting the company’s important agen- 
cies in the United States,. 


*x* * * 


H. Belden Sly, vice-president of the 
Employers Fire of Boston, is on a west- 
ern tour, having been in Chicago and St. 
Louis this week. 


* * * 


Wildhage & Maloney, Chicago local 
agents, have been appointed general 
agents for the International Life & 
Trust of Moline, Ill., to cover the state 
of Illinois. This is a young agency 
which has developed rapidly and the 
opening of the life department with the 
International gives the office a repre- 
sentation in all classes of insurance. 

* * * 

W. A. Benoliel, of the Bartholomay- 
Darling agency in Chicago, has retired 
from the insurance business to devote 
his time to other work. Mr. Benoliel was 
with the Chicago Board for some time 
prior to his connection with the Bartho- 
lomay-Darling agency. 














SOLICITING SPRINKLER LEAKAGE 











NCE in a while a live local agent 
O sees the possibility of starting a 

campaign for some of the side 
lines. Following the sprinkler loss in 
one of the Rockford, IIl., furniture fac- 
tories recently some agents used the 
incident as a leverage to pry loose a 
lot of sprinkler leakage premiums that 
had merely been potential heretofore. 
Any sprinklered risk is a prospect. 
The sale of sprinkler leakage does not 
need a loss for a text, although a loss 
is a good opener of the subject. Many 
risks are not carrying sufficient protec- 
tion. 

Companies are writing sprinkler 
leakage either with or without coinsur- 
ance. Where the coinsurance clause is 
used the 10 percent clause is the one 
most frequently employed although 
there have been a number of losses in 





excess of 10 percent of insurance to 
value. The agent who convinces his 
assured that he should be adequately 
protected is rendering a good service. 
The additional amount is comparatively 
negligible. For instance, $10,000 insur- 
ance with the 10 percent coinsurance, 
the rate being 40 cents, calls for $40 
premium. $25,000 insurance using the 
25 percent clause carries a rate of 20 
percent or $50 premium. The rates, 
therefore, for the higher clauses are 
very attractive. With the 25 percent co- 
insurance clause an assured gets 150 
percent more insurance for only 25 per- 
cent more premiums. With the 50 per- 
cent coinsurance clause he gets 400 
percent more insurance for only 42 per- 
cent more premiums. The tendency of 


the times seems to be to carry more 
insurance than 10 percent. 








Actual market value for all securities 





D. H. —" President 
Neal B Vice-President 


MECHANICS 


INSURANCE CO. 


of Philadelphia 
Organized 1854 


Statement January 1, 1923 
ASSETS AND LIABILITIES 


Capital ......... $ 600,000.00 
Reserve Reins. 


Fand ..0-.<.... 15622521 
Reserve all other 

liabilities ..... . 183,956.10 
Net Surplus...... 789,026.74 
a $3,135,240.05 
Policyholders Sur- 

plus ...........$1,389,026.74 








D. H. Duaham, President 


FIREMEN’ 


INSURANCE CO. 
of Newark, N. J. 


Organized 1854 


Statement January 1, 1923 


ASSETS AND LIABILITIES 


Capital ......... $1,250,000.00 
Reserve Reins. 

Fund .......... 5,021,670.58 
Reserve all other 

liabilities ..... . 1,405,201.00 
Net Surplus...... 2,840,571.06 





an Sear $10,517,442.64 


Policyholders Sur- 
plus ...........$4,090,571.06 











. H. , Vice-President 
~~ ay eg Vice President 
obn ee 
assinger, nny Secy. 


Girard F.«M. 


INSURANCE CO. 


of Philadelphia 
Organized 1853 


Statement January 1, 1883 
ASSETS AND LIABILITIES 
Capital ......... $1,000,000.00 


Reserve Reins. 
Fund .......... 2,240,932.@0 


Reserve all other 





liabilities ...... 267,721.42 
Net Surplus...... 851,855.14 
Total ...... 2+ e+--$4,360,509.25 


Policyholders Sur- 
plus ...........$1,851,855.14 











Loyal a friends and loyal agents 























HOME OFFICE,PIERCE BUILDING 


Sr. Louis 


CHAS. W. DISBROW, PRESIDENT 





“All Kinds of Insurance on Automobiles” 











CASUALTY LINES THAT 
WILL AID FIRE AGENT 


Cleveland Men Discuss Question 
as to What Classes Are of 
Greatest Value 


FIRE BEST FOUNDATION 


Easier for Fire Agency to Build Cas. 
ualty Business Than for Casualty 
Man to Take On Fire Lines 


CLEVELAND, O., Dec. 5.—TInsur- 
ance men here agree that all lines of 
casualty insurance, being more or less 
personal, have a tendency to bring the 
agent and his customers into closer 
contact with each other. However, 
some are more important in this respect 
than others. The head of one big ageucy 
expressed the belief that automobile lia- 
bility insurance holds the leading posi- 
tion as a means of developing close 
acquaintances, because it brings the 
agent and the insured into contact more 
frequently than any other branch of 
the business. 


Fire Agency Best Foundation 


A prominent casualty man, though, 
took a somewhat different view of the 
situation. He said that a concern which 
will trust its fire insurance to an agency 
will give it other lines, also, if the 
proper efforts are made to secure them. 
Casualty insurance can depend upon fire 
insurance as a feeder, rather than the 
opposite, he believes. 

e, it is a difficult matter to build a fire 
insurance business in a casualty agency, 
said a well-known fire man. Once an 
agency becomes known as a casualty 
office, it is difficult to make the public 
understand that it can be anything else, 
he said. Of course, some fire business 
can be done by any office, where an ef- 
fort is made to get it, he said, but the 
process of development is tedious. On 
the other hand, almost any other 
branches can be added to a fire business. 
Even good and productive life depart- 
ments have been annexed to fire offices, 
whereas it might be somewhat difficult 
to turn the matter around and develop 
a fire business in a life insurance office. 


Surety Bonds as Feeder 


Surety bonds are logically fitted for 
a fire agency, according to the opinion 
of some of the agents. But, it is better 
to have this business in a department 
to itself, if possible, especially in large 
offices. In the smaller agencies it is 
possible to do a fair volume of surety 
business; that is, comparable with the 
size of the fire business. This line being 
of more or less a personal nature, 
should to some extent prove a means 
of developing closer relations and will 
probably act in a way as a feeder for 
the fire insurance department. 

One of the prominent casualty men 
here is of the opinion that the person- 
nel and clientele of offices differ to such 
a great degree that what would be good 
for one would not be suitable for an- 
other. This being true, he said he would 
not want to give any advice or make 
any suggestions whatever. Proper lines 
of casualty business for various offices 
can only be decided by a thorough 
analysis of the men engaged in the 
business and the clientele they are de- 
veloping, he said. 


Developing Health and Accident 
Fire men here do not agree as to 
whether a health and accident business 


can be developed profitably in a big fire 
agency. One office consulted insists 


that this line can and should be devel- 
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public properly. Here, it was said that 
the nature of the business is such that 
solicitors can build up a good volume 
of renewals in a few years and then it 
is very much like the fire business. It 
is difficult, of course, to secure men who 
will give their exclusive attention to 
this line, but there are good opportu- 
nities in it and the management of an 
agency can well afford to give its atten- 
tion to preparing men for the work. 

On the other hand an equally large 
office has not gone far into the health 
and accident business, because it has 
found that men are too prone to change 
from one agency to another. Many of 
them will go into the business and 
about the time they develop a produc- 
ing pace they are tempted from some 
other quarter by a little increase in com- 
mission or some other attraction. They 
either do not have a sufficient volume of 
renewals to hold them or figure they 
can take their business with them. The 
expense and trouble is too great to be 
really profitable, it is believed by this 
office. 

Opportunity in Small Towns 


Offices in small towns, agents here 
say, can well give attention to a num- 
ber of branches of the casualty business. 
Health and accident insurance is one of 
the lines they can handle to advantage. 
There is not a big demand for auto 
theft insurance, because cars are not 
stolen in small towns and in the coun- 
try, as they are in the cities. Some lia- 
bility business may be done and there 
is the need for automobile fire insur- 
ance. , 

There is some surety business to be 
done in almost every town and small 
city and it is believed that it will pay 
the fire agent to look after this, along 
with other lines. Where they have big 
manufacturing plants, even if only a 
few, their lines should include any kind 
of insurance that can be sold to them. 
The need is just as great as if they 
were located in large cities and, if they 
can be converted, good-sized miscella- 
neous coverages can be secured, and 
agents have the advantage of placing it 
directly, rather than through brokers, 
as is often the case with fire insurance. 








~ 
Builds Business by 
| Giving Full Information 











A FIRE insurance agency in an In- 
diana city of 30,000 has increased 
its fire business by making known to 
the citizens of its community that it is 
prepared to give information upon 
every kind of insurance. While the 
agency writes no life insurance, it is 
frequently called upon to advise as to 
the correctness of life insurance rates 
which have been quoted to prospects. 
The agency keeps on file standard ref- 
erence books on life insurance as well 
as on other kinds of insurance so that 
it is ready at all times to answer in- 
quiries upon any insurance subject. The 
members of the agency declare that this 
policy has proved very profitable, as a 
very small investment in books enables 
it to answer satisfactorily nearly all the 
questions which are put to it relative to 
any forms of insurance and the result- 
ing increase in the fire business has far 
more than repaid any special effort 
necessary. 


Miscellaneous Notes 


Elwin W. Law, western manager of the 
Royal, left Chicago last week for his 
Winter home near Tallahassee, Fla., 
where he will spend several weeks. 


A son was born to Chas. M. Page, 
treasurer of the Morton Page & Son 
Agency at Fargo, N. D., and Mrs. Page, 
last Wednesday. The little fellow has 
been given the name of Chas. Morton 
Page, Jr. 


An Argus Chart is so complete it will be used 
constantly. Nothing will kill the chart habit 
_ than not finding the company looked 
or. 





Photo from Underwood & Underwood, N. Y. 


Automobiles Do Burn 


Fires in private garages and on high- daily. There are now six times as 
ways are common and frequent. Auto- many cars in our country as there 
mobiles burn rapidly after a fire gets were in 1914. 

started. The loss is always severe. 

The fact that there are over ten Automobile factories report good pro- 
million automobiles in our country duction for 1922 and anticipate 
today is an incentive to every agent increased sales in 1923. Yours is the 
to ‘get his share of that business’’. opportunity to serve all your com- 
In an average community one out of munity with a comprehensive and 
every ten persons is an automobile satisfactory automobile insurance 
owner. And that number is increasing service. 


WESTCHESTER 
FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY 


OF NEW YORK 
Western Department :: 1010 Fisher Building :: Chicago 








THE GENERAL AGENCY OF 


Automobile NEARE, GIBBS & LENT 


CINCINNATI 
“The Office With the Quick Service” 


Handles eight companies for automobile fire, theft and transporta- 
A t tion insurance and has an agency organization, with first class 
g ents 4 special agents and adjusters’ service, in fourteen states. 
Prompt correspondence with agents, quick adjustments and settlements. Only 
high grade companies handled. 


Attention ) Write Us for an Agency 


We also handle river hull, yacht, river cargo, ocean cargo, parcel post, registered mail, tourist, 
floater, transportation floater and traveling salesmen floater insurance. 


COMPLETE COVERAGE AUTOMOBILE INSURANCE 


TO AGENTS AND GENERAL AGENTS 
The benefits accruing to agents who place their automobile business through 
a company writing only automobile insurance are obvious. The specialization 
on this one line of insurance gives agents and general agents the represen- 
tation Of a company that has the fullest possible facilities and the widest 
experience for the proper handling of automobile business. 


THE OHIO CASUALTY INSURANCE CO. 


CAPITAL $200,000.00 HAMILTON, OHIO POLICY HOLDERS $279,146.27 
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Tenure of Commissioner’s Office 


INSURANCE COMMISSIONER Rocers of 
Tennessee in a recent talk in outlining 
some of the recommendations for change 
in the insurance laws of his state said 
that the term of insurance commissioner 
should be longer. Mr. Rocers is retiring 
from office on Jan. 1, so he spoke with- 
out any selfish end in view. Where 
political contingencies govern the appoint- 
ment of insurance commissioner, an offi- 
cial who has been in office for a short 
time reaches the point of his best serv- 
ice just at the time when his exit is nec- 
essary. 

Mr. Rocers said that it took a year or 
two for a man to get acquainted with 
the duties of insurance commissioner and 
to get his bearings in the insurance world. 


Social Calls 


In discussing conditions in his field 
recently a state agent said that he did 
not feel inclined even to call upon the 
five or six leading agents in his state. 
He said that these men are producing a 
They are 
well informed, have studied the insur- 
ance business from end to end, and are 


large volume of business. 


in close touch with present day devel- 
The field man excused his 
failure to keep in touch with them on 
the ground that he had nothing to give 
them, that they know as much about 
the business as any special agent trav- 
eling in the state, and that consequently 
a call on them would be useless both 
from the standpoint of the agent and 
the field man. 


opments. 


Unfortunately this is probably the 
situation with a great many field men 
in nearly every state. They have noth- 
ing to offer their leading agents. They 
are without ideas that will appeal to 
the principal premium producers in their 
territory. They are so devoid of busi- 
ness getting plans that they feel it to be 
a waste of time to even call on the 
agents who are producing the bulk of 
Unless a field 
man can show an agent how to make 
some money it is useless to make what 
is often referred to as an “agency visit.” 
The day of social calls on the part of a 
field man is over. 


the business for them. 


Unless he can show 
or tell the agent that he calls on, how 
to make some more money, where to 
get some new business, or how to lay 
the foundation for some new business 
that will come later, a mere call for the 
purpose of “checking in” at an agent’s 
office is the purest waste of time. 


When he does become efficient in his work 
he is forced out of office by politics. At 
least such is the condition in most com- 
monwealths. Where an insurance com- 
missioner has been able to stay in office 
for a number: of terms, his usefulness 
has greatly increased. 

The insurance business is contributing 
to the state revenue more than any other 
single line of activity. In Illinois, for ex- 
ample, the insurance department receives 
$3,500,000 in net income from insurance 
companies that goes to the insurance su- 
perintendent’s office alone. This is turned 
over to the general fund of the state. The 
insurance department and the insurance 
interests deserve far more consideration 
from the state than they are receiving. 


Out of Date 


Realizing this to be the case, and 
most field men are willing to admit it, 
it certainly is time for state and special 
agents in whatever state they are trav- 
eling to get down to bed rock and de- 
vise ways and means of stimulating 
business. An agent does not want to 
be treated to generalities. He wants to 
know how to increase his premium in- 
come. Unless a field man has some- 
thing concrete to offer, unless he is 
able to bring an agent a new idea, or 
the basis for a business getting cam- 
paign, he is given scant consideration 
by the agent who is making every effort 
to retain the business he has on the 
books, to say nothing of getting a few 
new risks. These are strenuous days 
for field men. Their ability is being 
tested. The field man who has sensed 
the conditions, who realizes that right 
now wholly different methods must be 
adopted than were used a year or so ago 
in order to get business, such a man is 
making a record and proving very use- 
ful and helpful to agents. Others who 
are content to go along about as before 
are finding that the premium receipts 
are slowly but surely declining. 


Ir’s funny, but people who won’t talk 
about the weather because it’s a trivial 
subject do not hesitate to talk about 
themselves. 

SoMEHOW or other, a man _ enjoying 
complete liberty always reminds us of a 
small boy monkeying with a razor. 

THe doctor has it over the rest of us in 
one respect—he can get up and leave a 
banquet at any time. 














President William B. Clark of the 
Aetna celebrated his 55th business anni- 
versary on Dec. 1. President Clark en- 
tcred the insurance business with the 
Phoenix at the age of 16. On his 25th 
year in the business, in 1892, he was 
made president of the Aetna. 

His first job was on the Hartford 
“Courant,” when his father was editor. 
He went from there to the Phoenix. Mr. 
Clark went to the Aetna when additional 
help was needed in the underwriting de- 
partment, in 1867, as assistant secretary. 
In 1882 he was made vice-president. 

Mr. Clark remarked upon the fact that 
when he first went to the Aetna only 
one woman was employed, and at that 
time the more extensive employment of 
women was never considered. Now, he 
says, more than 125 women are em- 
ployed, and are among the Aetna’s most 
efficient workers. “We could not do 
without them. I don’t see how we ever 
did: they fill their places to the full,” he 
said. 

Mr. Clark ascribes his health and his 
success to the fact that he has always 
loved his work and been interested in it. 

Horace V. Chapman, who recently 
hecame advertising manager for the 
Ohio Farmers. is a Chicago product, 
having had advertising agency experi- 
ence in that city. Mr. Chapman grad- 
uated from Marietta College in the class 
of 1919, and in 1921 received his M. A. 
degree from that institution. Since his 
eraduation he has been connected with 
Marietta College as assistant librarian 
and instructor in English and journal- 
ism. He has had some practical experi- 
ence in advertising, and is a member of 
the Associated Advertising Clubs of the 
World. 

In the mail the other day there ar- 
rived at the home office of the Camden 
Fire an application for an agency that 
is rather out of the ordinary. It was 
forwarded to William B. Rearden, IIli- 
nois state agent of the company, who 
expects to establish a new high water 
mark after gathering the new applicant 
into the fold. The gentleman who de- 
sires to affiliate himself with the Cam- 
den seems quite confident of his ability 
to write as much business as any other 
agent in the country. His letter follows: 

Joliet, Tl. 
Mrsss: 
Camden Fire Ins. Co., 
Camden, N. J. 
Dear Sir: 

I under sign and at a same time 
policyholder of your Co., wishing to rep- 
recent your Co. in Joliet. 

I can get bunch of Co. but knowing 
yours for past 12 yrs. because I was 
working for L. Stern & Sons Bankers for 
12 yrs. Trat is reason that I want your 
Co. if possible to represent you in the 
city of Joliet. 

I do not want two or three comp. but 

one and I promising your people big 
business from forg. people. 

Wishing to hear from your people by 
return mail. 

Your Chicago Justice mett me over 
L, Stern & Sons if he is the same man 


because I quit my job with L. Stern & 
Son two year a go. 


I can give the best security and more 
business as any other agens in U.S. A. 

Thanking you in advance, I am yours 
very truly, 

J. H. Sheahan, vice-president of the 
American Automobile of St. Louis, has 
resigned to return to the practice of law 
in St. Louis. Mr. Sheahan is a veteran 
claim man and has been connected with 
the American Automobile since its in- 
ception ten years ago. He first took 
charge of the claim department. being 
the entire claim department at the be- 
cinning. Since that time he has devoted 
his time to the building of the claim 
organization throughout the countrv. 
He was elected vice-president of the 
company about three vears ago, being 
promoted from the position of claims 
attornev. He will now return to the 
practice of law in St. Louis, devoting 








himself particularly to the handling of 
insurance matters. He was practicing 
law before his connection with the 
American Automobile, and thus is re- 
turning to his oid field. 


William J. Nolan, secretary of the 
Chicago Fire & Marine, was able to be 
at his desk again last Monday morning 
for the first time since last August. Mr, 
Nolan had his leg severely fractured in 
an accident while he was on his vacation 
at Plum Lake, Wis. He was laid up 
for repairs at St. Joseph’s hospital in 
Chicago for several weeks. He is able 
to hobble about on crutches, and ex- 
pects to be so improved within a week 
or so as to be able to use a cane. Mr, 
Nolan has had a long siege of it. 

Collections may be difficult to make 
for some agents, but George H. and 
Walter W. Lavely of Corning, Ia., seem 
to have very little difficulty in getting 
the money. Corning has a population 
of 1,840. In 1916 the Lavely brothers 
wrote premiums of $37,000. In 1919 the 
figure was increased to $52,252, and in 
1920 premiums of $71,502 were secured. 
During 1916 the record of the agency 
showed only $26.83 of uncollected pre- 
miums in 1916, and $4.50 of uncollected 
premiums in 1918. In 1920 there was 
outstanding only $37.88 at the end of 
the year. The Lavely agency is con- 
ducted along modern lines, and is effi- 
cient in all of its operations. 


T. Rockefeller Weddell, editor of the 
“Insurance Post” of Chicago, is recov- 
ering nicely from the operations which 
he was forced to undergo last week. 
Mr. Weddell was taken to St. Luke’s 
hospital to be operated upon for hernia. 
The doctors discovered that Mr. Wed- 
dell had an advanced case of appendi- 
citis, and it was, therefore, necessary 
for him to submit to a double opera- 
tion. Mr. Weddell’s son Richard was 
operated on at the same time, and is 
also on the mend. 

Percy O. Crocker, secretary of the 
Citizens of Missouri and local manager 
of the Hartford at St. Louis, died at his 
home in that city Dec. 2. 

Mr. Crocker was born in Kingston, 
Ont., and received his education in 
schools and colleges in Canada. His 
father was a prominent local agent in 
Toronto. Mr. Crocker went to Chicago 
and was connected with the office of the 
North British & Mercantile for a time 
and later with the Manchester, under 
T. W. Eustis. About 1896 he became 
examiner in the Citizens office in St. 
Louis and continued in the capacity of 
chief examiner until Thomas H. Scot- 
land was removed to Hartford, when he 
became secretary of the Citizens and 
local manager of the Hartford in St. 
Louis. 

Funera! services were held Monday. 
The pallbearers were chiefly from the 
Hartford and Citizens ranks. M. D. 
Looney, general adjuster of the Hart- 
ford at Chicago, represented the com- 
pany at the — 


John T. Veenee ¢ of Marshall, Mich., 
for many years one of the prominent 
insurance figures in Michigan, died last 
week at the age of 97. He was a brother 
of Benjamin and Jeremiah Vernor, 
founders of the Vernor Brothers agency 
at Detroit. Mr. Vernor traveled in Mich- 
igan for Vernor Brothers from 1851 to 
1886. He established a local agency at 
Marshall in 1887, and continued in active 
business until 1917. At the time of his 
retirement he was the oldest local agent 
in Michigan. Mr. Vernor was the father 
of Frank A. Vernor, for many years 
Michigan state agent of the Queen, and 
grandfather of Richard E. Vernor, man- 
ager of the fire prevention department 
of the Western Actuarial Bureau. Har- 
mon R. Vernor, who operates the Vernor 
Brothers Agency at Detroit at the pres- 
ent time, is a nephew. 
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FIELD ELECTIONS IN OHIO 





Three Organizations Hold Sessions at 
Columbus and Choose New Offi- 
cers—Name Is Changed 





COLUMBUS, OHIO, Dec. 5.—The 
Conservation and Fire Prevention As- 
sociation of Ohio at a meeting here 
today adopted a new constitution and 
changed the name of the organization 
to the Fire Prevention Association of 
Ohio. The annual meeting was changed 
from mid-summer to December and the 
old officers were reelected as follows: 
President, R. S. Tidrick, Columbus; 
secretary and treasurer, J. P. Hersch- 
berger, Columbus; assistant secetary, 
Mrs. S. C. Neff. 

The Automobile Underwriters Club, 
meeting at the same time, received re- 
ports for the last six months’ work, 
which showed that much progress had 
been made along the line of the or- 
ganization’s endeavors. 

The Fire Underwriters Field Club of 
Ohio elected these officers: President, 
J. A. Weinland, Columbus, Fire Asso- 
ciation; vice-president, R. H. Taylor, 
Columbus, St. Paul F. & M.; secretary, 
A. W. Jones, Columbus, New Hamp- 
shire. About 100 were in attendance 
at this meeting. The Ohio Association 
of Fire Underwriters chose the fol- 
lowing officers, fifty being in attend- 
ance at the session: President, R. D. 
Cook, Marietta National Liberty; vice- 
president, E. A. Keeler, Cleveland, 
Wheeling Fire; secretary, E. A. Flick- 


sylvania. Two new members were re- 
ceived, Martin B. Pool of the Liberty 
Fire of St. Louis, and L. H. Treleaven 
of the Camden. 





Tonight the insurance men attended 
a dinner-dance at the Aladdin Country 
Club. 


ARE CUTTING ON THE NUMBER 








}maller Town Agents Are Relying On 
Fewer Companies, Thus Multi- 
plying the Side Liners 





Special agents of some of the smaller 
companies in Ohio report that some 
of the agencies in smaller towns are 
cutting down the number of their com- 
panies. This is being done in some 
instances, it is reported, following a 
direct suggestion from specials of the 
larger companies that these companies 
are in position to handle any business 
which the small town agent has to 
offer. In one instance, an agent was 
told that a large company was in posi- 
tion to accept any line up to $3,000,000. 
The general effect of this movement for 
cutting down the number of companies 
in a small town agency is to multiply 
the number of agents as the small com- 
panies are making appointments as 
rapidly as they may be put out of an 
agency. In some instances, the newly 
appointed agents are producing a 
greater volume than was being obtained 
from the established agency. 





Opens Akron Branch Office 
Frank Butler, manager of the casualty 


ter Company of Akron, O., has resigned 
to open a branch office of the Davis- 
Farley Company of Cleveland in Akron. 
He will represent the Independence In- 
demnity of Philadelphia. 





Veteran Ohio Agent Killed 


Joseph Binehower of Wellington, O., 
who was one of the oldest insurance 
agents in the state, having established 
an agency in July, 1866, the first com- 
pany represented being the Home of 
Columbus, was killed in an automobile 





accident recently. 

Mr. Binehower was well known by 
quite a number of the older field men 
of Ohio. 





New Companies in Agency 
The Republic Fire of Pittsburgh and 





the London & Provincial have gone into 


the Underwriters’ Insurance Agency at 
413 Provident Bank building, Cincinnati. 
The agency is controlled by F. A. Bran- 
camp and J. W. Hauck. This agency also 
represents the United Life & Accident 
in southeastern Ohio. 





New Agency at Zanesville 
Craig & Archer have opened a real 
estate and insurance office at Zanesville, 
O., and are seeking company connections. 





Shuff’s Cincinnati Address 


John L. Shuff, general agent of the 
Union Central Life in Cincinnati, gave 
one of his characteristic adddresses be- 
fore the Cincinnati Insurance Society at 
the Alms Hotel Tuesday evening. In 
addition to the business program there 
was a dance following the dinner, 
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VETERAN FIELD MAN KILLED 





Frank Ritchie of L. & L. & G. Sustains 
Fatal Injuries While Trying to 
Save Wife from Danger 


oo 


Frank Ritchie, for many years state 
agent of the Liverpool & London & 
Globe in Indiana, was killed by a fall 
while trying to save his wife from being 
struck by an automobile at Wyoming, 
O., last week, and his wife was slightly 
injured. They had gone to Wyoming, a 
suburb of Cincinnati, to spend Thanks- 
giving in Mrs. Ritchie’s old home. Mr. 








ner, Columbus, Republic of the Penn- 


department of the Herberich-Hall-Har- 


Ritchie had lived in Indianapolis, except 
for a short time, since 1884. He became 


state agent for the company about 16 
years ago. Five years ago Mr. Ritchie 
was made acting general manager of 
the company for the western depart- 
ment at Cincinnati, continuing in this 
position until the department office was 
moved to New York over a year ago. 
Mr. Ritchie then returned to Indiana- 
polis as state agent. He was highly 
regarded and respected and was recog- 
nized as one of the strong members of 
the “old guard” of field men in Indiana. 
The funeral was held in Cincinnati 
last Saturday. Among the out-of-town 
insurance men present were: A. C. Mol- 
lington of the Chicago office of the L. & 
L. & G.; F. G, Snyder, state agent for 





Kentucky; Special Agent E. A. Math- 
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Pro rata credit on Liability, 
Property Damage and 
Collision forall time pleasure 
cars and trucks are not in 


Write for full de- 


tails. 


Michigan Automobile Insurance Company 
A STOCK COMPANY 


Grand Rapids, Michigan 


Surplus to Policyholders $341,454.40 
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Different 


—The Globe-Democrat’s 
plan to help St. Louis 
underwriters to a much 
greater business isunique. 
—It is making it mighty 
profitable to advertise in- 
surance in this big news- 


Globe-Memocrat 


St. Louis’ Largest Daily 
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Assets, $906,777.10 


Lines Written: 


Fire Tornado 


O. P. ODE, 
JOHN PETERSON, Secretary 


President 


Hail 


V. F. BECKER, Treasurer 
W. G. HODGE, Asst. Sec’y 














1872 


Great American 


Insurance Company 


New Dork 


50th ANNIVERSARY 


1922 


CASH CAPITAL $10,000,000 


Company owns United States Liberty and Victory Loan 
Bonds in amount equal to its capital 


Fire 
Lightning 
Tornado 
Wind Storm 
Hail 
Explosion 
Rents 


POLICIES ISSUED TO COVER 


Registered Mail 


Profits War Risk 
Commission Hulls 
Automobiles Cargoes 
Motorcycles Inland Marine 
Leasehold 

Marine Floaters 


Mail Package 
Tourist Baggage 
Sprinkler Leakage 
Use and Occupancy 
Inland Transportation Riot and Civil Com- 


motion 





+ 














SIXTY-NINTH ANNUAL STATEMENT 





W. H. STEVENS President 


of Watertaron WY. 


January 1, 1922 





Reserve for Reinsurance : 
Reserve for Losses, Taxes and All Other Claims 
Reserve for Contingencies - > 


Capital 
Net Surplus 


Total Assets - - ° = i ” 


Surplus to Policy Holders - - . “i 


CHANGES IN 1921 


Increase in Assets - ° ~ - ‘ 
Increase in Reserves : . é 
Increase in Net Surplus - - ° Z 


P. H. WILLMOTT, Secretary 


$3,618,029.83 

-  1,059,657.42 
- 200,000.00 

- — 1,000,000.00 
1,640,911.78 


- $7,518,599.03 


$2,640,911.78 


$ 36,389.27 
- 9,570.10 


$ 26,819.17 














+ 








ews of Warsaw, Ind., Carl Winters of 
Indianapolis, C. B. Corry of Cleveland 
and State Agent Corbett of Indiana. 


Indianapolis Equipment Taxed 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND.; Dec. 5.—At the 
present rate of growth it is predicted 
that Indianapolis will have 500,000 popu- 
lation by the next United States census 
in 1930. This will be an increase of 
over 160,000 in ten years. Because of 
the rapid extension of the city into new 
territory, Fire Chief O’Brien is feeling 
keenly the need of all his present equip- 
ment and manual force as some of the 
outlying districts are already a pretty 
big tax on the companies serving them. 
Suggestions have been made for a re- 


duction in the force but Chief O’Brien 
is urging that these not be made. He 
states that, until wooden shingles are 


replaced by resistive roofing, Indian- 
apolis will be in danger of a conflagra- 
tion. He estimates that it will take 
at least four years before this is ac- 
complished. Four thousand fire resistive 
roofs have been put on this year but 
shingle roof fires still continue to keep 
the department busy, as many as 48 
alarms having been responded to in a 
single day recently. 





Hold Blue Goose Luncheon 


The monthly 
Blue Goose 


luncheon of the Illinois 
was held Monday noon at 
the Great Northern Hotel in Chicago. 
The excellent turn-out heard an inter- 
esting talk on the proposed Illinois con- 
stitution, given by Elmer D. Brothers, 
a Chicago attorney. -It was decided to 
hold an initiation ceremony Saturday 
afternoon, Jan. 13, at the Great North- 
ern Hotel, following the January lunch- 
eon, a large class of candidates to be 
taken in at that time. 


Kemp Opens Adjusting Office 
O. C. Kemp has become an adjuster for 
the companies, having opened the Cen- 
tral Michigan Adjustment office at 108 
Manchester street, Battle Creek, Mich. 
Mr. Kemp is well known to western in- 
surance men. He was formerly the head 








Chicago. He has had an extended insur- 
ance experience. Mr. Kemp is soliciting 
particularly smaller losses that are not 
ordinarily handled by the Western Ad- 
justment and Underwriters Adjusting 
Company. 


Seek More Funds at Indianapolis 


Joseph L. Hogue, Indianapolis city 
controller, announced that he will not 
send to the council at once an ordinance 
presented to him by the board of public 
safety asking an additional appropria- 
tion of $36,000 for next year for the fire 
department. He said he believes the 
items of expenditure provided for in the 
ordinance should be shown in an item- 
ized report and the ordinance should re- 
ceive some study before it is acted on. 

The appropriation was asked by John 
J, O’Brien, fire chief, who explained that 
the additional money will be needed in 
order to equip, man and operate the 
Broad Ripple fire station, now that Broad 
Ripple has been annexed to the city. 


Indiana Notes 


The second luncheon for captains and 
lieutenants of the Indianapolis fire de- 
partment was given Wednesday noon by 
the Indianapolis Water Company at the 
Riverside pumping station, in charge of 
Frank C. Jordan, secretary of the water 
company, and chairman of the fire pre- 
vention committee of the Indianapolis 
Chamber of Commerce. The first lunch- 
eon was given early last month and was 
aitended by half the captains and lieu- 
tenants. The other half, who are on a 
different shift, were guests at _ this 
luncheon. 


Illinois Notes 


Donohue Brothers Grain Company ele- 
vator, at Pearl, Ill., was completely de- 
stroyed by fire last week. Insurance of 
$13,000 was carried on the $20,000 build- 
ing. 

The second fire of unknown origin 
in the business district of Odell, IIL, 
within the last ten days caused $10,000 
loss. Oersplager’s department _ store, 
Bannister’s notion store and an electric 
interurban rail station were destroyed. 
The loss is only partly covered by in- 
surance, Three business houses were 


of the O. C. Kemp general agency in | swept by the previous fire. 
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MINNEAPOLIS MEN “INSURORS” 


Agents in That City Begin Campaign 
to Acquaint Public With Trust- 
worthy Firms 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN., Dec. 5.— 
In an attempt to safeguard their own 
interests as well as the public, the Min- 
neapolis Underwriters Association has 
opened a campaign against irre- 
sponsible and untrustworthy insurance 
agents. 

The first move of the association was 
formally to adopt the name “insuror.” 
In addition to an adv ertising campaign 
to make the word familiar to the public, 
the 171 members of the underwriters as- 
sociation have agreed to use the word 
on their policies and stationery. 


Dates Back to 1884 


“We believe it is time to adopt some 
distinguishing mark,” Don E. MacLen- 
nan, president of the association, said. 
“We are the oldest associated business 
group in the city, dating back as far as 
1884. The insurance pioneers banded 
together at that time for the purpose of 
setting uniform ratings and to raise the 
ethics of the business. We have grown 
by leaps, until today more than 90 per 
cent of the fire insurance written in 
Minneapolis is done by our members.” 

The first secretary of the association 
was Judge W. B. Leach, father of the 
present mayor of Minneapolis. One of 
the first members of the association was 
Col. J. R. King, said to be the first man 
to volunteer from Minneapolis when 
Lincoln called for troops in 1861. 

One of the points that the underwrit- 
ers are trying to drive home is that the 
public should buy insurance from the 
men who make a specialty of it. 

Recently the following advertisement, 
with the names of the members of the 








association, appeared in a double col- 
umn space in thé daily papers: 
FOR YOUR PROTECTION 

Where do you go when you are sick? 
To a doctor. 

Where do you go when you 
will drawn? To an attorney. 

Where do you go when you die? To 
an undertaker. 

But when you need fire insurance, do 
you always go to the men who make in- 
surance their business? 


want a 


The Minneapolis Underwriters Asso- 
ciation has been here since 1884. It is 
made up of 170 firms that make insur- 


ance their business. 

Their affiliation with the association 
stamps them with the mark of relia- 
bility, and means they are experts in 
their line. 

You can make no mistake when you 
patronize members of the Minneapolis 
Underwriters Association. Only mem- 
bers of this association have the right 
to the name Insuror, 

By this name you will know the firms 
that know insurance. Watch for it on 
your policies 


BAD YEAR FOR SOUTH DAKOTA 


Premiums Received in State Suffered 
Severe Slump While Losses In- 
creased More Than $1,000,000 


PIERRE, S. D., Dec. 5.—That the 
past year was far from a profitable one 
for companies writing fire and tornado 
insurance in South Dakota is shown by 
the annual report of the state insurance 
department, just made public. The re- 
port, covering the fiscal year ending June 
20, 1922, shows that while there was 4 
falling off in the amount of business 


written as compared with the previous 
year, with a resulting decrease in pre- 
miums, the losses for the year showed 
an increase of more than $1,000,000. 
Camp points out 


Commissioner Van 
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that the people of South Dakota have 
Jost more through fire than they paid 
in state taxes and declares that these 
figures furnish the best argument for an 
intensive fire prevention campaign in 
this state. 

The figures on all companies operating 
in the state for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1922, are as follows: 

Total insurance written. ...$352,187,166.00 
Total premiums preceived. 4,016,025.61 
Total losses paid.......... 3,882,787.72 

For the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1921, the following business was done by 
fre and tornado companies: 


Total insurance written...$438,299,854.41 
Total premiums received.. 5,426.687.29 
Total losses paid.......... 2,319,539.70 


Another Big Loss for State 


ST. PAUL, MINN., Dec. 5—The state 
of Minnesota is confronted with another 
heavy fire loss through its neglect to 
earry insurance on state buildings. The 
Winona State Teachers’ College was 
practically destroyed by fire, Dec. 3, the 
loss being placed anywhere from $250,- 
(00 to $500,000. As the state has neg- 
lected to carry any insurance on its 
property there is no money availiable for 
the rebuilding of the structure. It is 
expected the legislature will pass an act 
providing the necessary funds. 


Fire Marshal Wants More Funds 


BISMARCK, N. D., Dec. 5.—People pay 
annually for fire loss in North Dakota 
$3,107,968.81, while it costs them only 
$4,348,181.76 to run the state government 
last year, according to the annual report 
of R. A. Middaugh, state fire marshal. 
Asking increased appropriation for the 
department, he declared that the state is 
“justified in spending a reasonable 
amount toward the prevention of this 
enormous loss by fire.” 

Middaugh declared that the state fire 
marshal’s denartment has saved the 
people more than enough to pay its run- 
ning expenses, Among the methods 
listed by which he says saving has been 
accomplished has been by refusing to 
permit insurance companies to. settle 
except on a basis of actual worth. This, 
Mr. Middaugh declares operates te pre- 
vent over-insurance which, he asserts, 
is the most prolific cause for losses by 
fire. 

Wisconsin Membership Drive 

MILWAUKEE, WIS., Dec. 5—With 50 
new members secured and additional ap- 
plications coming in daily, Joseph Grun- 
dle, secretary of the Wisconsin Associa- 
tion of Insurance Agents, reports the 
recent membership drive of that body 
one of the most successful ever staged. 
The excellent results achieved were made 
possible through the work of the old 
members, each of whom gave one hour 
daily during the week of the campaign, 
Nov. 20-25, to the securing of new mem- 
bers. About 20 members took an active 
part in the work. The association now 
plans to make the membership drive a 
continuous effort, thus doing away with 
the necessity for concerted action within 
a limited period. 


Fire Patrol Head Dies 


ST. PAUL, MINN., Dec. 4—Carl Di Bene, 
superintendent of the Fire Insurance 
Patrol of St. Paul, died last week fol- 
lowing an attack of heart disease, which 
had affected him for six months, Mr. 
Di Bene had been associated with the 
Fire Insurance Patrol for 24 years, hav- 
ing been made superintendent last Jan- 
uary. 


Watchmen’s School at Milwaukee 


MILWAUKEE, WIS., Dec. 5—‘“A fire 
loss of $1,500,000 occurred in 1921 because 
a watchman ‘lost his head’ and it could 
have been prevented,” said Capt. J. B. 
Reik, secretary of the city fire preven- 
tion bureau in opening the first lecture 
in a watchman’s school conducted by the 
Association of Commerce. Capt. Reik 
explained carefully the details of turn- 
ing in an alarm of fire 

On Dec. 13 Louis Crock, district super- 
intendent A. D. T. Co., Chicago, will 
speak on “The Duties of a Watchman,” 
and Dr. Ralph Kayson on “First Aid.” 
Charles J. Hejda, former chief engineer 
of the Chicago Fire Prevention Bureau, 
will speak on “Fire Prevention for 
Watchmen,” at the Jan. 3 meeting. “Pro- 
tecting Your Plant and Yourself,” an ad- 
dress by John SBautscheck, superin- 
tendent of the bureau of identification, 
Milwaukee police department, will also 
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THE appraisal for accurately de- 

termining current cash values 
and depreciation of property units 
having long since “arrived,” the 
chief concern of the prudent client 
and the conservative agent or 
broker should be the calibre, char- 
acter and accredited standing of 


the organization selected to prepare 
the report. 
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The full confidence of the insurance fraternity is well worth every endeavor to deserve 
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| : . be a feature of this meeting. Frank] geese afloat. Mr. and Mrs. Lindquist 

st eee R. Daniel, chief engineer, Wisconsin In- |}and Archie Cooper were the honoreg 
' spection Bureau, will be the chief | guests of the occasion. 

t eetesPonde; speaker at the closing number of the Mr. Strong of Chicago, examiner for 

CC _—— series, Jan. 17, “Sprinklers—Their Use |the Northern Assurance, rendered a 

and Care.” number of selection on the piano, which 

FIRE PROTECTION were greatly enjoyed, and the Blue 

{ mee Northwestern Mutual’s Special Goose Quartet, composed of Messrs 





This is ta Certify, Tha 
has been a student in the Correspondence Course on the Analytic System ine the 


Measurement of Relative Fire Hazards (Mercantile Classes), 
conducted by Jay S. Glidden of the Chicago Board of Underwriters, and published by FIRE 
PROTECTION and that he has successfully completed the work of the course. 


of which he is hereby granted this Certiftrate. 
Fire Protection Correspondence Courses 





In recognition 
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c A Toon scincssceicssscubeas 19 ici 
BURRESS EME CEL Ec Meol eee os acacnnns PONS IEC Galea 
About One-Half Size 


When you qualify for the above certificate 
¥ you will understand your work better, solicit 
more effectively and close more business. 
Use the form below and learn all about what 
this course offers you. 


FIRE PROTECTION, 420 E. Fourth St., Cincinnati, Ohio 
Gentlemen: 


' I am interested in your 1922 revised Dean Schedule Correspondence Course and would 
ike to have you send to me. without any obligation on my part, your 16-page booklet, 


‘BUSINESS-GETTING KNOWLEDGE,” teliing all about it. 
thei sid ovina kta bigness Sacekla ses sin a0 Os Sees 
UR So SLES chien SARS RSS oi ns’ sR hs 
| EE. ck aiinbwand site 6660050 4aes see EebEbessud boa hewGees sehees 
DE sk icinnwcncideasssuentcguntooeeenthne pee oomekeaee oe uses 











Bernie W. Brereton, formerly of Can- 
ton, S. D., has been appointed special 
agent for the Northwestern Mutual of 
Seattle for the counties west of the Mis- 
souri river in South Dakota, with head- 
quarters at Rapid City. 





Fire Prevention Executive Committee 


MILWAUKEE, WIS., Dec. 5.—L. C. 
Hilgemann, of the Springfield F. & M. 
and president of the Conservation & Fire 
Prevention Association of Wisconsin, has 
announced appointment of an executive 
committee to further its activities in the 
state. Mr. Hilgemann will act as chair- 
man of the committee which is composed 
of Paul B. Rudd, Aetna, vice-president of 
the association; E, H. Zentner, Firemens 
of N. J., treasurer; M. A. Freedy, Phoenix 
of Hartford; W. W. Jost, Reliance; C. H. 
Anderson, Home, and J. C. Brown, Na- 
tional Liberty. 





North Dakota Blue Goose 


FARGO, N. D., Dec. 5.—The North 
Dakota Blue Goose held its first dance 
of the season Friday. Preceding the 
dance a dinner was served attended by 
some 30 couples. Miss Roye Tate had 
charge of the table decorations, which 
consisted of miniature ponds with blue 
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: FIRE 4» MARINE 
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NORFOLK, VIRGINIA 


Address the Home Office for Agency Connections 
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The COLUMBIAN NATIONAL 


FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY 
LANSING, MICH. 

series ntei-at moihendeenmens abe Mga 

SURPLUS TO POLICYHOLDERS - - 


$1,981,305.41 
$1,170,026.07 





LICENSED IN 
Michigan, Ohio, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Illinois, Indiana, 
Wisconsin, Iowa, Minneseta, New York, Massachusetts, 
Rhode Island, Louisiana, California, 
Tennessee and Kansas 


Representatives Solicited 
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Larry and Henry Larson, J. B. Dennis 
and Wm. Schreiber,, also contributed to 
the program. All those present poine@ 
in singing several Blue Goose “pep” 
songs and everyone voted the affair ga 
grand success. 


Wisconsin Notes 


Henry Miller and Tim Kelley, both 
well known in Beloit, Wis., have formed 
the Kelley & Miller insurance agency 
there, 

James Cape, for 46 years a member 
of the Racine, Wis., fire department ang 
its chief since 1900, has tendered his 
resignation. 





Dakota Notes 


Mrs. Chris H. Anheier, wife of C. 
Anheier, who until four years ago wags 
engaged in the insurance business jn 
Fargo, N. D., died recently in California, 
Mr. Anheier was in business with the 
late A. O. Rupert, under the firm name 
Anheier & Rupert. This firm was suc- 
ceeded by the Rupert-Warner agency of 
Fargo. 





E. A. Sherman, secretary of the Min- 
nesota Association of Insurance Agents 
and the Insurance Federation of Minne- 
sota, has been in Chicago, Detroit and 
New York during the past ten days on 
association business. 








IN THE MISSOURI VALLEY 








STRONG BID FOR’ BUSINESS 





Syndicate of Mutuals in the Office of 
Charles B. Morris Is Active 
in Kansas 


The local agents of Kansas find that 
they are confronted with severe com- 
petition from some of the mutuals rep- 
resented by Charles B. Morris of Kan- 
sas City, Mo. Mr. Morris has sent a 
letter broadcast throughout the state. It 
condemns the stock companies for their 
methods and reads as follows: 


Frank L. Travis, insurance commis- 
sioner of Kansas, has ordered fire insur- 
ance companies to reduce rates. The in- 
surance companies refused to obey the 
order and succeeded in obtaining an in- 
junction against the commissioner. There 
the matter rests. 

It is contended, and rightly so, that 
the capital stock companies have expen- 
sive management methods; that the var- 
ious company bureaus are operated ex- 
travagantly, and that the reduction in 
rates is justified and will save property 
owners millions of dollars annually. Fail- 
ure of the “Combine’’ companies’ to 
squeeze the “water” from their “war 
time” operating expenses as commercial 
enterprises have done does not license 
them to force insurers to pay for their 
extravagance. 

Direct action on the part of the prop- 
erty owners is now necessary. Effective 
competition will accomplish more toward 
rate reduction than any other one factor. 
Too long the “Combine” companies have 
had an exclusive field. They have grown 
arrogant in their disregard of the in- 
sured’s rights. To provide the necessary 
competition your insurance commissioner 
has invited strong mutual insurance com- 
panies to apply for licenses and become 
active in the state. 

More than a dozen old legal reserve 
mutual insurance comnanies are cooper- 
ating through this office in furnishing 
selected property owner’s insurance ata 
substantial saving in cost. These com- 
panies are possessed of cash assets in 
excess of seventeen million dollars and 
furnish the most satisfactory insurance 
obtainable. 

In the event sufficient interest is im- 
mediately shown this office will send in- 
spectors through Kansas to survey and 
inspect risks. High grade concerns meet- 
ing with the reouirements of our com- 
panies can save 25 percent to 40 percent 
of the premiums demanded by the “Com- 
bine” companies. Even though your 
present insurance does not expire until 
later in the year reply now so that we 
may arrange for an insnection when our 
inspector is in your vicinity and thus be 


in position to serve you at the proper 
time. 

It will: require concrete evidence of 
your interest in reducing your insurance 
costs before the expense of sending in- 
spectors will be undertaken, 





Plan Local Board at Topeka 


TOPEKA, KAN., Dec. 5.—A local board 
is being planned by the fire insurance 
men of Topeka. It has not reached a 
point where actual organization work 
is under way. There has been some dis- 
cussion of the plan for some time but 
no action has been definitely taken to 
perfect the organization. 

Topeka field men have the Monday 
Lunch Club and the Blue Goose. The 
life men have an extremely active under- 
writers association which has been of 
real vaiue to them and the companies in 
many ways. 

Most of the big fire inSurance agents 
in the city believe that there is ample 
opportunity for a live association to be 
put into operation here. 


Travis to New Company? 


TOPEKA, KAN., Dec. 5—According to 
the gossip among Kansas insurance men, 
Frank L. Travis is to become the man- 
aging officer of the Commonwealth Fire 
& Marine of Kansas City, Kan. This 
company has a capital of $1,000,000 and 
was incorporated two weeks ago. 

Col. Travis is known to have taken 
much interest in the new company but 
has denied any specific knowledge of its 
affairs. Two of the directors are exami- 
ners of the Kansas department, one is 
the attorney who drew the charter and 
the other two are employes of this attor- 
ney in his Kansas City and Topeka 
offices. 

Col. Travis retires as superintendent 
of insurance next month. Last week he 
caused to be sent over the state a state- 
ment urging the people to invest in 
fire insurance stocks and pointing out 
the huge profits made by many of the 
big fire companies. 


Nebraska Fire Prevention Meeting 


OMAHA, NEB., Dec. 5.—Definite ar- 
rangements have been made for the an- 
nual meeting of the Fire Prevention 
Association of Nebraska, Dec. 18. Espe- 
cial importance is attached to the meet- 
ing of the association as in addition to 
election of officers there will be a thor- 
ough canvass of the work and the plans 
for the coming year. A thorough reor- 
ganization of the work in line with the 
plans of the Western Actuarial Bureav 
is proposed. 

Richard E. Vernor of Chicago, the 
new manager of the fire prevention de- 





partment, will be present and outline 
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a the work that it is proposed will be 

quist done. The program includes a_ get- 

1ored together luncheon at 12:30 and the entire 
afternoon given over to the fire pre- 

r for vention program while the evening will 

doa be given over to the Blue Goose. 

vhich An urgent letter has been sent to all 

Blue field men calling them for attendance at 

essrs the meeting and for their close coopera- 

ennis tion in the work. 

ed to —————— 

es. Nebraska Blue Goose Initiation 


air a Initiation of goslings into the Ne- 
praska Blue Goose will take place Dec. 
18, at the Hotel Fontenelle, Omaha. The 
initiation ceremcnies will be held im- 
mediately following the meeting of the 









both Nebraska State Fire Prevention Associa- 
rmed tion. On the evening of the same day, 
Bency the grand “‘Mid-Winter Party” of the 

pond will take place. Special arrange- 
aa ments which should make this party the 


d his most successful ever held by the Ne- 
praska pond have been made by J. Burr 
Taylor, wielder of the goose quill, and 
J. R. McLaughlin, most loyal gander. 





en winter 


“= Hail Fund Pays 94 Percent 

SS in LINCOLN, NEB., Dec. 5—Chief Ad- 

ornia, juster L. G. Brian of the state hail insur- 

h the ance division of Nebraska has closed up O eC 
aan the business of the year, having finally 


icy of secured all of the premium money taxed 
up to policyholders, and will issue war- 
rants within the next week. The amount 





e 7 

Min- now in the state treasury to be dis- 
\gents bursed is $229,165.01. This includes the TONS Sprinkler Leakage Losses Multiply 
{inne- money left over from last year. It will 
t and be used to pay adjusted losses of $243,- Way aK > Ne oemamaah de Pe fit et An AE C 
‘¥S on 792.57, which means a 94 percent pay- D bb NS 

ment of the total. There are 1,227 pol- be ANTILE G M 

eg KS RCAN i 40% or more of all Sprinkler Leakage Losses 


—— ee are due to Freezing. 
Planters to House Insurance Offices g 


ST. LOUIS, MO., Dec. 5.—A number of 
the leading insurance agencies of St. 
Louis are expected to sign leases for 


& 
pe 


‘Santee A A _ Ait ” amt? 
~~ wv Vv Vv 











Freezing Days A ] 

proper office space in the Planters Hotel, Fourth reezing ays re Coming 
and Pine streets, which shortly after 

ice of Jan. 1 will be converted into a modern 

urance office structure. a FUEL IS SCARCE 

ng in- The new owners plan to spend $750,000 


in remodeling the building. 


The Planters is directly across from Our Engineering and Rating Staff are at your Call anywhere, anytime. 
the Pierce building and should prove an 








. ideal location for insurance offices. At sionals — eniel ioe we ee ot 
board present the Pierce building is the insur- Creme v aw er een eG ma entwannehf ened mane aS 
urance ance center of St. Louis and office space 
— eee evens te 6s 5 gremien, They will help You to check over rate estimates and increase ? 
e dis- . oieastais ° ° e - ad a 
a Want Des Moines Building Code Sprinkler Leakage Protection, so certain to be an absolute necessity this winter. 
ken to DES MOINES, IA., Dec. 5.~-The cam- 

paign for a building code continues to Pree fe Rp S epeh owes yenley Tegel epet Newey Sep v PN Syl gal eps 
fonday gain impetus in Des Moines as the busi- 
. The ness men discover that such code will ‘ 
under- cut losses sufficiently to insure reduc- ° . 
een of tion in rates. This is the statement of Bring Your Sprinkler Leakage Problems to Us. 
nies in K. L. Walling of the Iowa _ Service 


Bureau. Within a short time a con- : , 
agents certed attack will be made din the city ORTH RITISH ORTH RITISH 
le council and with the backing 7 as- : 
‘i eared it on Betigved it will be abeanad. F O N E ETTER O N E ETTER 
































: Buenemann Blue Goose Speaker 76 William St., New York City. 
DES MOINES, IA., Dec. 5.—Indications 
ling to are that the Blue Goose dinner Friday 
ce men, night will be a great success. Most 
e man- Loyal Gander James McHugh says that 
th Fire the acceptances indicate great interest 
. This in the address to be given by J. P. Buene- P a 
a4 and mann on “Loss Adjustments.” No A N nal Fi j 
goslings will be splashed at this meet- merican atio Ire hsurance 
” taken ing, says Most Loyal Gander McHugh, 
ny but who is planning a later ceremonial for Com an a 
e of its that purpose. p y 
exami- Sabian 
one is issouri t ° 
se a ; Missouri Notes = Capital $500,000 
s attor- —— of —- —_ did ome 
amage in the plant o reorge D. Bar- 
Topeka nard & Co., printers, Vandeventer and CHAUNCEY B. BAKER, President JOHN A. DODD, Seeretary 
consent q Laclede avenues, St. Louis. The loss was 
covered by ins : : : i 
reek he oe es its Name Indicates Its Character. Progressive, Yet Conservative 
5 tas ooo M. Talbert, member of the O ti Al a d Li ’ 
" euchler & Talbert insurance agency of pera un 1 
vest in St. Louis, was reelected last week as Ing ong So mes f 
ing out Dresident of the St. Louis Safety Council. aeons 
of the Mr. Talbert is nationally Known in the 
safety movement. 
Rag e 2 
eting The State of Des Moines has planted 
; an agency with J. R. Harper at Maple- nil e a e S yi u m e 
lite ar- ton, Ta. 
the an- PS Seve es oe 
—" Belk Aids Charities Drive nsurance OoOmpany 
e meet- Craig Belk, a member of the local 
ition to agency firm of Belk & Rice of Houston. A STOCK COMPANY AUTHORIZED UNDER TIIE LAWS Of IOWA 
a thor- Tex., and former president of the Texas e 
re plans Association of Insurance Agents, is one Des Moines, Iowa 
rh reor- of the leaders in the drive for Houston’s 
vith the community chest, the plan adopted in 
Bureau that city for financing the various char- AUTOMOBILE CASUALTY INSURANCE 
itable activities in Houston. His divi- { Facilities For Full Coverage Planted With Our Agency 
zo, the Sion has been leading in the ‘amount eol- A. G. OGLE, Secretary and General Manager 
ton a lected for this purpose. | 
ou 
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TWENTY-TWO YEARS 
HAVE GONE BY— 


since RAU APPRAISAL Co. began to execute the 
detailed, classified, summarized record in duplicate so 
invaluable for visualizing insurance requirements and 
providing the basis for “proof of loss.” 


The accuracy and dependability of the certified report» 
together with its comparatively low cost, has enabled 
RAU APPRAISAL Co. to keep on “going strong.” 


Enterprising agents keep fully informed—Write for 
the data. 


General Sales Offices Appraisals for 


ae RAU. PPRAISAL CoO. einen Offices 


Tel. Edgewater $117 Established 1900 Milwaukee, Wis 








Srage, OF Peninisyayana, 


JOHN J. P. RODGERS, Sec’y & Treas. 
SAM'L P. RODGERS, Asst. Secretary 


GUSTAVUS REMAK, Jr. President 
WAITE BLIVEN, Vice-Prosidest 


TOTAL ASSETS 
$5,038,142.06 


SURPLUS TO POLICY- 
HOLDERS $1,642,189.66 





_ CASH CAPITAL $1,000,000 
FIRE, TORNADO, AUTOMOBILE, LIGHTNING, RENT. USE AND OCCUPANCY IN- 
_ URANCE. AGENTS WANTED WHERE NOT REPRESENTED. 








Fire Business by Re-Insurance Only 
Hail Business written direct through Federated General 
Agency, Masonic Temple, Des Moines, Iowa 


Federated Fire Re-Insurance Co. 


HOME OFFICE 
314-320 M. B. A. Bldg., Mason City, lowa 


E. G. Dunn, President 
W. S. Hazard, Jr., Vice-President Walter C. Kuester Secretary 
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Gross Surplus for Protection of Policy-Holders, $135,926.43 
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INCORPORATED 1720 


ROYAL EXCHANGE AsSURANCE 


United States Branch, 83 Maiden Lane, New York 


E. C. STOKES, GAYLE T. FORBUSH, : ARTHUR WALLER, 
United States Manager A i M Setemt MM, 
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PROGRESS OF ASSOCIATION 


New Organization at Dallas Has Co- 
operation of All but Few—Hoping 
for 100 Percent 


DALLAS, TEX., Dec. 6.—The Dal- 
las Underwriters Association is making 
progress. Already over 300 licenses of 
brokers and solicitors in Dallas who 
were not legally entitled to license have 
been cancelled. This association was 
organized a few months ago to replace 
the Dallas Insurance Exchange. It was 
organized at the request of the compa- 
nies operating here. The association has 
the backing of all but a few companies. 
The Dallas situation before the organi- 
zation of the new association was in a 
bad mess, and the companies and agents 
realized that there would have to be a 
change. 

Agents in Fort Worth, Houston and 
San Antonio and other towns in the 
state are watching the Dallas situation. 
They are vitally interested in seeing 
correct practices prevail. Many feel that 
those companies which do not cooperate 
with the organization at Dallas will be- 
come very unpopular throughout the 
State. 

Every effort is being made to have 
those companies which are not behind 
the Dallas organization change their 
views and get behind the new organi- 
zation. 

A. P. Cunningham, president of the 
Dallas association and also president of 
the Texas Association of Insurance 
Agents, and Eugene Bullock, chairman 
of the advisory committee, both feel that 
a great benefit will accrue to every in- 
surance man in the state when all com- 
panies get behind the Dallas association 
and it is their most earnest hope that 
these few companies which are not now 
cooperating with the organization will 
do so very shortly and all work in har- 
mony. 


FORT WORTH RESOLUTIONS 


At a meeting of the Forth Worth In- 
surance Exchange, held on Monday, this 
resolution relative to the situation at 
Dallas was adopted: 

“In view of the conditions affecting 
the fire insurance business that have 
heretofore existed in Dallas and which, 
if continued, will be a serious menace 
to the pleasant and satisfactory rela- 
tions now prevailing among agents in 
Fort Worth, 

“And, further, in view of the fact that 
the local agents in Dallas have organized 
a Dallas Fire Underwriters Association 
for the purpose of placing their busi- 
ness on a higher plane of ethics and are 
now using their efforts and influence to 
stop any and all evasions of the law, 

“Therefore, be it resolved, that we, the 
agents of Fort Worth, extend our hearty 
Sympathy and good will to the agents 
of Dallas in this undertaking and we 
congratulate them on the splendid prog- 
ress that has been made, and we also 
commend those companies and their rep- 
resentatives that have so generously 
aided and cooperated in this work. We 
do, however, deplore the actions of a few 
companies and general agents who are 
doing certain things which indicate their 
selfish interests appear to take prece- 
dence over the ethics of our business, 
and are acting without regard or con- 
sideration for the Dallas Association of 
Fire Underwriters. 

“Further, we recommend to our mem- 
bership that they severally consider ser- 
iously the advisability and wisdom of 
continuing to represent those companies 
that are not lending a full measure of 
support in the work of the Dallas Fire 
Underwriters Association.” 





Issues Seasonal Warnings 


DALLAS, TEX., Dec. 5—A special sea- 
sonal fire prevention bulletin, just is- 
sued by S. W. Inglish, manager of the 
Texas Inspection Bureau, takes up three 
topics, the hazard of heating, which is 
expected to be particularly serious in 
many localities by reason of the fuel 
situation; the chimney and flue hazard, 





citing recent statistics of the National 
Board and the necessity for the adoption 
of proper local ordinances, and the special 
hazards of the holiday season, including 
warnings against inflammable decora- 
tions for Christmas trees, the  indis- 
criminate use of fireworks and the 
careless smoker in mercantile establish- 
ments. 





Godwin Returns to L. & L. & G. 


LITTLE ROCK, ARK., Dec. 5.—Frank 
E. Godwin, manager of the Little Rock 
office of the Southwestern Adjustment 
Company, has resigned. He has been 
appointed special agent for the Liverpool] 
& London & Globe in Arkansas. He will 
have headquarters at Little Rock. He 
succeeds L. H. Platt, resigned. 

In going to the L. & L. & G., Mr. 
Godwin returns to his first love. For 
many years he was associated with this 
company both in the field and at the 
southern department office at New 
Orleans. Mr. Godwin is a very popular 
man and a very efficient underwriter. 

The Southwestern Adjustment Com- 
pany has not yet announced the suc- 
cessor to Mr. Godwin at Little Rock. 





Rules Certificates Necessary 


DALLAS, TEX., Dec. 4—Deputy Com- 
missioner John M. Scott of the Texas 
department has issued a statement to 
the Dallas Fire Underwriters Associa- 
tion holding that no person has a legal 
right to solicit insurance in Texas until 
he has received a certificate of authority 
from the insurance department. He fur- 
ther states that any person duly quali- 
fied to solicit insurance should have with 
him a certificate of authority which he 
should show upon request to any per- 
son to whom he may solicit insurance. 
Mr. Scott states that there is no reason 
why the public should be misled or de- 
frauded by a bogus agent, as all agents 
should carry the certificates and could 
easily be asked to produce them. 


Company Officials in Texas 


DALLAS, TEX., Dec. 5—J. H. Packard, 
United States manager of the London 
Assurance, is visiting Texas and, in com- 
pany with State Agent Thomas Little, 
will visit the larger cities of the state. 
A. Morris, state agent of the London As- 
surance for Oklahoma, has also been in 
Dallas to confer with Mr. Packard. 

Dallas seems to have had an especial 
attraction for company managers the 
past few weeks, as numerous visits have 
been paid by different company men, 
among them Wallace Kelly, branch sec- 
retary of the Yorkshire at, New York, 
who formerly resided in Dallas; W. C. 
Miller, manager of the farm department 
of the Great American, and J. T. Tabler, 
general agent of the Phoenix of Eng- 
land, southern department, who, accom- 
panied by J. J, Galem, state agent in 
Oklahoma, has spent some ten days in 
Dallas, Houston and Galveston. 





Flag for Texas Pond 


Presentation of a large American flag 
to the Texas pond of the Blue Goose was 
a feature of one of the recent meetings 
of the pond according to a letter re- 
ceived from Wirt Leake, most loyal 
gander, by Paul E. Rudd, Milwaukee, 
grand wielder of the goose quill. The 
flag was given to the pond by J. D. 
Buckalew, adjuster of Fort Worth, who 
is known as one of the most indefatig- 
able workers in the pond. A vote of 
thanks was extended Mr, Buckalew by 
the ganders of the pond. 


Fort Worth Fire Losses 


FORT WORTH, TEX., Dec. 5.—Novem- 
ber fire loss for Forth Worth was $32,785, 
divided as follows: Loss on buildings, 
$24,570, on contents $7,850, and on auto- 
mobiles $365. 


Texas Notes 


Guy Felty of Wolfe City and Sam 
Krauss of Kaufman, local agents in their 
respective cities, visited with company 
representatives in Dallas last week. 

Gilbert Hughes, Texas state agent for 
United States Fire and North River, and 
Clarendon Tons, independent adjuster 
at Dallas, are now located in the Melba 
theater building. 

Following a recent hunt on the coast, 
and to prove his prowess as a “duc 
shooter,” George M. Easley of Dallas 
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tendered a duck dinner to some 30 of 
his friends last week. 

Mrs. Hilary William Logan of Austin, 
Tex., has announced the marriage of her 
daughter, Sally Kate, to Henry Jeffer- 
son Hughes, south Texas special agent 
for the Liverpool & London & Globe. 

Timmins & Zimpleman, local agents at 
Dallas, have sold out to Ellis, Smith & 
Co. Trezevant & Cochran, general 
agents for the Mechanics & Traders, 
have transferred this company to Ellis, 
Smith & Co. 





THE SOUTHERN STATES 


SEE MORE TOBACCO PROFITS 


New Forms Adopted in Kentucky Give 
Companies Better Chance to Make 
Money on Business 


LOUISVILLE, KY., Dec. 5.—It is 
reported that under the new forms in 
use this year in writing insurance on 
dark tobacco in barns in western Ken- 
tucky in the firing district, underwriters 
will stand a better chance in future 
years to make a little money out of the 
business. This year most of the com- 
panies on such risks either broke even 
or lost or earned small amounts, it hav- 
ing been almost a standstill proposition. 
However, with the new dark tobacco 
pool in that district, and indications 
pointing to better marketing conditions 
and better prices, it is believed that 
moral hazard will be reduced. There is 
less tendency to friction and dissension 
in adjustment of loss, and the tenant 
farmer hazard is now better taken care 
of. 

Movement of tobacco at Henderson, 
Owensboro and some other western 
Kentucky points, including Owensboro, 
has been very heavy in the independent 
or non-pool houses, and opening sales 
at Lexington, Covington, Richmond and 
other central and eastern Kentucky 
points have been good, and excellent 
prices have been paid. This is resulting 
in better business in some of these 
towns, but in many others under the 
pooling arrangements the local agents 
will write very little tobacco this year. 

Generally speaking, the insurance 
agents would prefer the old order of 
things. 


NEW TENNESSEE COMMITTEES 


President H. Phelps Smith of Agents’ 
Association Announces Those Who 
Will Serve for Coming Year 


NASHVILLE, TENN., Dec. 5.—H. 
Phelps Smith, the new president of the 
Tennessee Association of Insurance 
Agents, has announced the committees 
of that association for the ensuing year 
as follows: 


Executive Committee, Fire—Stanley 
Lachman, chairman, Chattanooga; J. S. 
Tobin, Memphis; Irvin G. Chase, Nash- 
ville; Percy C. Clark, Jr., Memphis; Jno. 
T. Owen, Chattanooga. 

Executive Committee, Casualty—Robt. 
M. Metcalf, chairman, Memphis; O. P. 
Rutledge, Columbia; J. T. McCutcheon, 
Jackson; Gillespie Sykes, Nashville; 
F. M. Smith, Springfield. 

Legislative Committee—Chas. B. H. 
Loventhal, chairman, Nashville; Allen B. 
Fisher, Memphis; H. M. Caldwell, Clarks- 
ville; Herbert Spencer, Chattanooga; 
Bailey C. Gross, Nashville. 

Grievance Committee—J. A. Frierson, 
chairman, Shelbyville; Roger McGuire, 
Knoxville; Frank Rutledge, Etowah; 
L, M. Ross, Gallatin; Grover Davis, 
Knoxville. 

Membership Committee—Henry McMil- 
len, chairman, Knoxville, and the vice- 
presidents: Chas. R. Reed, LaFollette; 
Walter B. Bell, Bells; J. B. Ragon, Chat- 
tanooga; R. T. Groom, Murfreesboro; 
Will E. Walker, Winchester; W. H. Wil- 
Son, Knoxville; A. V. Patton, Jackson; 
C. G. Faulkner, Clarksville; C. M. Hunt, 
Nashville; Alfred H, Mason, Memphis. 

The conference committee is composed 


of the officers and chairmen of commit- 
tees, 





























Kentucky Field Committees 
LOUISVILLE, KY., Dec. 5—President 
J. M. Rogers of the Fire Underwriters 
Association of Kentucky has appointed 
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The New 
AMERICA FORE 
Building 


Ideally situated on the near north 
side, the America Fore Building 

rovides an ideal office location 
or Western Departments, Im- 
proved Risk Departments, Farm 
and Auto Departments. The 
building covers the entire block 
bounded by Rush, Pearson, Cass 
and Chestnut Streets. With quick 
access to the loop, yet away from 
its noise, smoke and congestion, 
it is a location combining attrac- 
tive living conditions with con- 
venience. 


One block to Michigan Ave. 
—Bus Line. 


One block to Chicago Ave.— 
Street Surface Line. 


Seven blocks to Chicago Ave. 
—“L”’ Station. 


Ready for Occupancy May 1, 1923 
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All offices have outside exposure—no court space. surance Company, the Farmers Insurance Com- 

Each floor offers 22,100 feet of rental space that pany and the Fidelity Phenix Fire Insurance 
be divided to advantage. The top five  [ompany. oe 

ee ee oe All inquiries and applications in regard to the 

floors will be occupied by the American Eagle, rental of space in the America Fore Building 


Fire Insurance Company, the Continental In- should be addressed to 


ROSS AND COMPANY 


AGENTS 


RaItway EXcHANGE CHICAGO 


TELEPHONE— WABASH 1052 
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M. J. AVERBECK, Chairman of the Board 


Organized 1859 C. H, COATES, President 





NATIONAL LIBERTY 


INSURANCE COMPANY OF AMERICA 


Head Office: 709 Sixth Avenue, New York 


Western Department: 207 North Michigan Boulevard, Chicago 


Losses paid since organization over 54 millions. 


DISTINCTIVE AGENCY SERVICE IS MAKING THE NATIONAL 





LIBERTY AGENT THE MOST WIDELY ADVERTISED INSURANCE 





MAN IN HIS HOME TOWN._ THINK IT OVER! 
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Gee. R. Davies, Manager 
L. M. Stephens, Asst. Manager 


Allemannia Fire Ins. Co. 
Combined Capital, $2,400,000 


Eliel & Loeb Company, General 
Fish & Shulkamp, 





PITTSBURG UNDERWRITERS 
Commonwealth Bldg., Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Underwritten by 


National-Ben Franklin Fire Ins. Co. 


All of Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Surplus to Policyholders, $4,991,615 
Goodsell, State Agen Ohio 
rh? —. - a i od = ifr an and Indiana 
W. P. Ray, — 4 Indianapolis, I 
Charles N. Roe, General Agent, and Fret Ww. Sullivan, State Agent for Michigan 
NEW AGENTS SOLICITED 


Republic Fire Ins. Co. 
Superior Fire Ins. Co. 


Assets, $13,600,959 


General - ten for Wisconsin 

















Insurance 


DETROIT - - - 


JAS. M. TEAHEN, Treasurer 





DETROIT NATIONAL FIRE 


231-233 John R. Street 


GEO. K. MARCH, President and Gen. Manager 


Company 


MICHIGAN 


WYNN C. GEROW, Secretary 
M. E. BLACK, Assistant_Secretary 











INDEPENDENT ADJUSTERS 





tELINOIS MISSOURI IOWA 


QUINCY ADJUSTMENT 
and SERVICE BUREAU 


GEORGE C. GILL, Mgr. 
Wells Bldg., Quincy, Ill. 


ELLINOIS ADJUSTMENT COMPANY 
For company only 
Adjuetment any place 
Specializing in fire—Automobile—Windstorm 
We also do inspection. 
2234 E. Adams Street Springfield, Iineis 
Phone Main 423 











NORTHERN & CENTRAL ILLINOIS 
BEN C. COOPER, Adjuster 
Celiege Bidg. Ottawa, Ill. 


37 Years in Insurance Work 





@NDIANA ILLINOIS MISSOURI 
SANGAMON ADJUSTMENT CO. 
428-430 Reisch Bldg., Springfield, Ill. 
General Adjusters 
We are equipped to handle all kinds of 

losses, appraisements and 


inspections. 
Long Distance Bell Phone Main 2036 





INDIANA, ILLINOIS, OHIO AND 


KENTUCKY 


Experienced adjusters and investi- 
gators, licensed and bonded. Dubious 
Fire and Auto losses specialty. 


CENTRALLY LOCATED 
AUTOMOBILE CLAIM SERVICE 


Inc. 


524-523 K. of P. Bldg. 
INDIANAPOLIS, IND. 





MINNESOTA WISCONSIN 
CHARLES G. BATES 
General Adjuster for Companies 
30 Years’ Experience 
Plymouth Bldg. MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 


IND. ILL. KY 


H. N. ODELL 
110 r Second St., Evaneville, Ind. 
Adjusters Fire, Tornado, Automobile and 
Inland Marine Losses 


INDIANA-MICHIGAN eee co. 
W. P. Kelley, Pres. American Trust Biig 
H. y ae Vice -Pres. 


SS & Treas. 
pico ap ick ns = og 


H. R. PORTER 
Fire, Tornado and Automobile Adjustments 
708 Fourth National Bank Bldg. 
Phone Main 253 CINCINNATI, O. 


NORTHERN MICHIGAN ADJUSTMENT COMPANY 
Adjusters of Fire Losses 
206 Schirmer Bldg. 
384 Federal Ave. Saginaw, Mich. 














MISSOURI KANSAS 


F. W. LITTLE, JR., Adjuster 
FIRE and AUTOMOBILE LOSSES 
503-505 Orear-Leslie Bldg. Kansas City, Me. 
Over 30 Years’ Experience 





KANSAS 
P. KINKEL 


Fire, Tornado and Automobile Losses Adjusted 
HUTCHINSON - -— - SAS 





ILLINOIS INDIANA 
ELDRIDGE H. SPERRY 
Fire and Automobile Losses 
108 N. State St. 33 Champaign, I. 
Long Distance Bell 458 





IOWA NEBRASKA SOUTH DAKOTA MINNESOTA 
Cc. J. WOOLDRIDGE 
Fire and Automobile Losses 
306 Davidson Bldg. © Over 25 Years’ Experience Sioux City, lowa 


IND. ILE. RY. 
b W. W. MARMADUKE 
Adjuster Fire, Tornado, Automobile 
Appraisements and Inspections 
Washington Ind. 


HOWARD ADJUSTMENT BUREAU 
H. E. BJODSTRUP, Mgr. 
Fire, Tornado and Automobile Raiuitnainte 


in South Dakota 
239-40 Realty Building Mitchell, So. Dak. 











SOUTHERN AND CENTRAL ILLINOIS 
N. C. McLEAN, JR., Adjuster 
508 Missouri Ave. [East St. Louis, III. 





CENTRAL MICHIGAN 

CHAS. L. HECOX, Adjuster of 
FIRE and AUTOMOBILE LOSSES 

510 S. Clay St., Greenville, Mich. 





a week is the cost of The 
Sc * National Underwriter by 


annual subscription. 





A. L. SOPER, Adjuster 
Fire and Theft, Collision, Property Damage, Burglary 


Leader Buil 
Branches: Akron, 


» Cleveland, Ohio 
‘anton, Youngstown 
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the committees for the association. They 
include the following: 

Advisory Committee—F. G. Snyder, 
chairman, L. & L. & G.; B. F. Weitzel, 
Phoenix of Conn.; M. C. Miller, Royal; 
J. G. Galloway, N. B. & M.; W. B. Trip- 
plett, Queen. 

Clearance Committee—L. C. Riker, 
chairman, London; Harry Gamble, Atlas; 
L. L. Seiler, Hartford. 

Farm Committee—Geo. C. Cundiff, 
chairman, Home; G. Gordon Long, Aetna; 
Ben S. Stredt, Hartford; W. W. Smith, 
L & L. & G.; W. H. Strossman, Jr., Na- 
tional Liberty. 

Farm Tobacco Form Committee—C, F. 
Snyder, chairman, Henry Clay; Samuel 
B. Kennedy, Westchester; J. G. Gallo- 
way, N. B. & M.; H. Lee Upton, Home; 
E. C. Knoop, Aetna. 

Committee on Binders—J. E. Chitten- 
den, chairman, Philadelphia Underwrit- 
ers; W. P. Hoffman, National; S, T. Gor- 
don, Glens Falls. 


Find Unusual Case 


LOUISVILLE, KY., Dec. 4—An unusual 
account of the return of an overpay- 
ment on an adjustment was given at the 
meeting of the Kentucky Fire Under- 
writers Association last week. Robert 
Harper, operating Harper’s Garage at 
Carlisle, Ky., forwarded a check for 
$402.08 to a company on Nov. 15, together 
with a letter explaining the unusual pro- 
cedure, Mr. Harper’s house was burned 
in April of 1921, three companies cover- 
ing the risk to the extent of $3,000 each. 
The house was damaged to the extent 
of $6,000, which was apportioned among 
the three companies. At the time of the 
adjustment the water damage from rain 
which followed the fire was believed con- 
siderable, but immediately after the ad- 
justment the weather cleared and the 
damage was not as serious as had been 
estimated. The assured took stock and 
found that he had $1,207 over the actual 
loss and thus returned to the three com- 
panies their share of this amount. The 
Kentucky agents claim that this is the 
first time an assured has voluntarily re- 
mitted overpayment on an adjustment. 


Write Frost on Citrus Fruits 


A considerable volume of frost insur- 
ance is reported written on citrus fruit 
orchards in Florida, the Hartford and the 
North America being the two companies 
in this field. 


Button “At Home” to Executives 


RICHMOND, VA., Dee. 5—Commis- 
sioner Button will be “at home” in Rich- 
mond the evening of Dec. 14 to the com- 
mittee of nine company executives and 
others directly interested in his pro- 
posal to have the Virginia rating bureau 
taken from under the jurisdiction of the 
Southeastern Underwriters Association. 
Invitations were sent out last week. The 
committee of nine plans to confer with 
special and local agents interested in the 
rating situation on that day. The fol- 
lowing day it will go over the situation 
with Commissioner Button. 


Suit Over Cancellation Date 


The Boston is defendant in a suit pend- 
ing in the federal district court at Rich- 
mond, Va., involving the question as to 
whether cancellation of its policy for 
$31,500 issued to the Hamilton Ridge 
Lumber Company of Estill, S. C., became 
effective before the plant of that com- 
pany was burned in September, 1921. The 
Boston contends the cancellation became 
effective several days prior to the fire, 
while the lumber company contends that 
the policy was still in force at the time 
the plant burned. The policy was issued 
Nov. 30, 1920, for one year, the premium 
being $393.75. The lumber plant caught 
fire Sept. 8, 1921, and burned for three 
days, entailing damage ‘estimated at 
$125,677.23. Other companies on the risk 
settled claims against them. The Bos- 
ton has yet to file its bill of particulars 
setting forth its side of the case in de- 
tail. 


Hail Underwriters Meet 


LOUISVILLE, KY., Dec. 5.—The Ken- 
tucky & Tennessee Hail Underwriters 
Bureau, met here last week following 
the meeting of the Kentucky Fire Under- 
writers Association and decided on cer- 
tain revisions of tobacco policies, re- 
sulting in some lowering of rates, and 
a saving in adjustment costs on small 
loss reports, and inspection of such re- 
ports. It was reported that the year had 
proved a fair one. Officers elected were: 
H. Lee Upton, Home of New York, 





president; G. Gordon Long, Aetna, vice. 
president; W. B. Brock, Lexington, Ky., 
manager of the Adjustment Bureau, 
secretary-treasurer. 


Expect Decision in Henry Case 


JACKSON, MISS., Dec. 5.—The Su- 
preme Court will probably hand down 
wx ruling next Monday in the case in 
which Commissioner Henry appealed 
from the decision of the Hinds county 
court, that Governor Russell had the 
power to remove the commissioner from 
office and install Excell Coody in his 
place. 

It was also stated authoritatively that 
the supreme court was planning to 
deliver an opinion in the case of the 
insurance commissioner against Revenue 
Agent Robertson, in which the former 
seeks to have taxes to the amount of 
about $130,000, with interest, made a 
lien on the impounded funds held in 
garnishment process in the anti-trust 
suit. Judge Stricker, in Hinds county 
court, held that these funds could not 
be made a lien on the garnished funds, 





Increase Rates on Sugar Houses 


NEW ORLEANS, LA., ‘Dec. 5—New 
estimates disseminated the past week by 
the Louisiana Fire Prevention Bureau 
show an average increase ranging from 
25 to 30 percent on sugar houses in the 
state. The revision in the advisory rates 
is by reason of the excessive losses on 
the class the present season. The per 
annum premium income on the class is 
estimated approximately $250,000, where- 
as the fire losses during the past two 
years or so involve the significant sum 
of $2,500,000. 


Kentucky Notes 


Frank Drake of Louisville, former spe- 
cial agent of the North America, now 
assistant commonwealth’s attorney at 
Louisville, is making an excellent show- 
ing in his newer connection and at the 
vresent time is especially busy, as the 
dockets are crammed with criminal] 
cases. 

The semi-annual meeting, dinner and 
dance of the Kentucky Blue Goose last 
week brought out a big attendance and 
a very pleasant evening, Charles Zehn- 
der, special agent of the British-Amer- 
ica and Western, was called upon time 
and again for songs, as Zehnder has a 
very fine voice and was at his best on 
the evening of the dinner. 


Virginia Notes 

Smoke damage suffered by the Freed 
Company, ladies’ furnishings, 215 East 
Broad street, Richmond, in the recent 
Corley fire, was adiusted at $2,600, on 
a schedule of $20,000. 

Ben A. Ruffin, general manager of the 
Insurers Guaranty Corporation of Rich- 
mond, newly organized brokerage agency 
of that city, will address the Lions Club 
of Baltimore, Dec. 19. He is district 
governor for Virginia and has been men- 
tioned as possibly the next president of 
the Lions international organization. 


Southern Notes 


Notice of the incorporation of the 
Fuller-Smith Company of Cullman, Ala., 
for the purpose of engaging in the gen- 
eral real estate, insurance and money 
loaning business was received by the 
Alabama secretary of state this week. 
The company has an authorized capitai 
stock of $50,000, with a total of $21.000 
paid in. 





Live Stock Meeting 


The annual meeting of the National 
Association of Live Stock Insurance 
Companies will be held in Chicago on 
Friday and Saturday of this week. 
This gathering is always held during 
the week of the live stock show in 
Chicago. 





Local Board at Oshkosh 


OSHKOSH, WIS., Dec. 5—The Insur- 
ance Underwriters Association of Osh- 
kosh is the name adopted for the or- 
ganization of local agents’ recently 
formed in this city. The principal ob- 
ject of the association as announced by 
its officers is to assist its members to 
become conversant with the technique 
of the insurance profession and other 
branches of business closely allied there- 
with and to further the social inter- 
course of its members. The next meet- 


ing will be held Friday noon, Dec. 8. One 
of the important matters to be taken uP 
at that meeting is the proposal for 
launching a newspaper advertising cam- 





paign of education along insurance lines. 
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HOBBS SEEKS LEGISLATION 


Massachusetts Commissioner Lists 
Changes Which Will Be Proposed 
in Insurance Laws 


BOSTON, MASS., Dec. 2.—Commis- 
sioner Hobbs has announced the recom- 
mendations he would make to the next 
general court as to insurance legislation. 
Sixteen subjects are presented, and for 
the most part they have to do with 
strengthening and clarifying the pres- 
ent law. Briefly, the commissioner seeks 
the following: 


That in the merger of mutual com- 
panies the majority of the boards of di- 
rectors of both companies must assent. 

That the clause permitting mutual 
companies to transact other lines of busi- 
ness when applications for $1,000,000 of 
insurance in not less than 100 separate 
“poiler’” risks are secured, be amplified 
to allow of writing the other hazards 
besides boiler included in the same class 
under the same conditions. 


Adjustments and Receiverships 


That confusion over adjustment of fire 
losses where a domestic fire company 
goes into the hands of a receiver be 
clarified by using the method of fixing 
the amount of loss as provided by the 
policy, irrespective of the appointment 
of a receiver, and that the fees of the 
referee be treated as a preferred claim. 

That the investment law governing the 
investment of company funds be broad- 
ened. 

That the commissioner be given power 
to summon witnesses in hearings on 
complaints against agents and brokers 
and in hearings against companies on 
the question as to whether they are un- 
reasonably and unfairly delaying the 
settlement of claims or are unduly en- 
gaging in litigation. 

That the law regarding creditors of 
domestic companies, sections 38 to 43, 
inclusive, be repealed, as being obsolete. 

That the law regarding the return of 
unearned premium in cases of cancelled 
policies, be clarified. 

That the workmen’s compensation law 
be amended so as to strike out the re- 
quirement that the policy shall cover 
separately and for separate considera- 
tion all liabilities imposed under chapter 
152, as being no longer necessary. 


Change Standard Fire Policy 


That the standard fire policy form be 
changed to allow of printing on the face 
properly designated spaces for entering 
the amount, the rate and the premium, 
and that the test clause be modified in 
the case of a foreign branch doing busi- 
ness through a United States manager. 

That the law be amended to provide a 
more complete remedy for a loss claim- 
ant in an action for personal injuries 
where the insured carries liability in- 
surance, covering the case of liability on 
account of damage to the property of 
another. 

That the law be amended to compel 
the filing of bv-laws and amendments 
thereto of a domestic insurance com- 
pany, with the commissioner. 

That the “misrepresentation and war- 
ranties’ clause be broadened to include 
misrepresentations made in connection 
with the renewal, revival or reinstate- 
ment of policies. 


Penalty for Unlicensed Insurance 


That the law penalizing an agent for 
Solicitation and negotiation of insurance 
on behalf of an unlicensed foreign com- 
pany be broadened to cover the case 
where a contract is made by an un- 
licensed person or by an _ insurance 
broker. 

That the law be amended to comnel 
an agent or broker whose license has 
been revoked to surrender the license 
itself to the commissioner. 

That the law relative to adjustment 
of losses be amended to determine just 
when the ten days begin after appoint- 
ment of referees: comnelling the giving 
of the names of referees and - other 
angles cleared up. 





Disagree in Airplane Suit 
PHILADELPHIA, PA., Dec. 5.—A jury 
in the federal district court here last 
week disagreed in the first suit tried in 





this district growing out of an airplane 
accident. The Curtiss Eastern Airplane 
Corporation sued the Home of New York 
to enforce payment of a $5,000 fire policy, 
but the jury was unable to agree 
whether the blaze occurred while the 
plane was in operation. Payment was 
contingent upon the damage being done 
while the plane was not in operation. 
The fire occurred at Allentown in 
August, 1920, in an attempted exhibition 
flight. 


Pennsylvania Fire Losses 


PHILADELPHIA, PA., Dec. 5.—Fire 
last week destroyed one of the service 
stations of the Independent Oil Company 
in the heart of the manufacturing dis- 
trict of Allentown, near Philadelphia, 
causing loss of more than $60,000. Two 
months ago another of the company’s 
Allentown plants was burned to the 
ground with a loss of $50,000. The latest 
fire was caused by a gasoline explosion 
in a new building. 

Other fires in Pennsylvania last week 
involved $50,000 damage to a building in 
Erie occupied by a shoe store and a 
tailoring company and $30,000 loss on a 
school building at Beaver Falls, com- 
pletely destroyed. 





Start Fire and Casualty Course 


PHILADELPHIA, PA., Dec. 5.—The 
short course in fire and casualty, de- 
signed especially for applicants for li- 
censes, which will be given at the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania, will be started 
this week under auspices of the state 
insurance department and the Pennsyl- 
vania Federation. The instructors will 
be specialists in their lines, embracing 
every branch of insurance except life. 
Special efforts have been made to have 
the course practical rather than theo- 
retical. 


Insurance Students Entertained 


PITTSBURGH, PA., Dec. 5.—Students 
in the fire insurance school of the Uni- 
versity of Pittsburgh were the guests of 
the American District Telegraph Com- 
pany last week in the company’s Offices 
in the Park building. The working of 
the night watchman checking and fire 
alarm service was explained and demon- 
strated by B. A. Robinson, special rep- 
resentative of the company. 


Report on Rochester 


ROCHESTER, N. Y., Dec. 5.—In its 
report on Rochester the National Board 
calls attention to the conflagration hazard 
in the congested value district. The re- 
port is commendatory. It is pointed out 
that there is considerable fireproof con- 
struction and sprinkler protection and the 
fire fighting facilities of the city are re- 
garded by the National Board as first 
class. In commenting upon the congested 
area the report says: “Although there is 
much improved construction in the con- 
gested value district many buildings have 
light walls and other serious deficiencies 
from a fire resistive standpoint. Many 
blocks are congested and liable to serious 
fires because of poor accessibility and 
badly exposed rear windows. At a few 
points in the district fire well under way 
might sweep a considerable section, but 
several good fire breaks should prevent it 
from involving the entire district. As a 
third of the buildings in this area are 
sprinklered and one fifth are fireproof, fire 
fighting facilities excellent and high 
winds only moderately frequent, the con- 
flagration hazard is low for the district 
as a whole.” 


Goes to Central Fire Office 


NEW YORK, Dec. 5—The United Fire- 
men’s has appointed the Central Fire 
Office of this city as general agent for 
the metropolitan district effective Jan. 1. 
The agency is authorized to bind im- 
mediately business effective in January. 


Bell Meets New England Men 


BOSTON, MASS., Dec, 5—Frank R. Bell 
of Charleston, W. Va., chairman of the 
executive committee of the National As- 
sociation of Insurance Agents, visited 
Boston Friday and, by prearrangement, 
met leading association members of the 
six New England states to learn what 
the New England men thought of Na- 
tional association affairs. There were 
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Buckeye National Fire 


Insurance Co. 
$149,508.34 
ECONOMIC MANAGEMENT MAKING SPLENDID PROGRESS 
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The Best Field in the Insurance Business 
Today is Live Stock Insurance 
We want good men who work among farmers and stockmen to communicate with us 
Territery in Ohie, Indiana, Illinois, Minnesota, Oklahoma, Missouri and lewa 
THE KASKASKIA LIVE STOCK INSURANCE CO. 
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Great Amenicanyiiurtuall Far in the Lead 
2 





Compay The fact that approximately 
bs ah +e, one car out of every ten in 

x -Yy, ; Ohio is insured by The Great 
American is convincing evi- 
dence that this progressive in- 
stitution is ‘‘the people’s fa- 
vorite automobile insurance 
ll company.” 










Ohio’s Largest and Strongest 
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The Columbian Jnsurance Company — 
Home Office, Indianapolis, Indiana 
Writes Fire and Tornado Insurance 


Agents wanted in Minnesota, Wisconsin, 
Illinois, Ohio, Indiana and Michigan 








EDWARD H. SHERWIN, President WILLIAM. WALSH, Secretary 


TWIN CITY FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY 
MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 
The Company That Aims To Excel In Service 


Fire Tornado Farm Hail Automobile Tractor 











ANTHONY MATRE HENRY REIS, M. D. 


JOSEPH BERNING NAPOLEON PICARD 
President Vice-President 


ice-President Secy.-Treas. 
Licensed in the following States: 
Colo.; Ill.; Ind.; Ia.; Ky.; La.; Md.; Mass.; Mich.; Minn.; 


Miss.; Mo.; Mont.; Nev.; N. H.; N. J.; N. Y.; N. C.; Ohio; 
Pa.; S. C.; Tenn.; Tex.; W. Va.; Wis. 


A good company for good agents 


MARQUETTE NATIONAL 


FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY 


INSURANCE EXCHANGE 
ASSETS OVER $2,000,000 CHICAGO 








Incorporated 1833 


British America Assurance Co. 
HEAD OFFICE—TORONTO, CANADA 
FIRE, EXPLOSION, RIOTS, CIVIL COMMOTIONS AND STRIKES 
United States Branch, Ist January, 1922 


MRR nrk ken eso esas bb been ncbe sn 506s 00056000s60even dhs Sbibep ease cdnnbaiaessscceesseshemen $2,256,915 
IR. osc ceccccencccccvcccscesccovectceceseesicssccecccccesonnsposscebescecsesseseenaes 1,601,036 
NE Binns Fivncé peter opepncponuiepsarsassannonsneResansusnechasssenbeekiens take eee $ 655,879 


Total losses paid in United States from 1874 to 1921, inclusive, $28,629,709 
W. B. MEIKLE, President and General Manager 

















present at the conference President 
Frederick A. Field, Jr., of the Vermont 
association, President Philip C. Lock- 
wood of the New Hampshire associa- 
tion, President Ivan E. Lang of the 
Maine association, Archer C. Sanderson 
of the Rhode Island association, Charles 
E. Puffer of the Connecticut association, 
Alfred Davenport and Charles E. Wilson 
of the Massachusetts association. 





New England Notes 


The Western Mutual Fire of Urbana, 
O., has been admitted to Massachusetts. 
Its local agent will be Gale & Stone, 141 
Milk street, Boston. 

Walter S. Comstock of Omaha, Neb., 
has been engaged by the Aetna as serv- 
ice engineer for New England with head- 
quarters at 85 Water street, Boston. 

Kenneth T. Cookingham, formerly with 
the Underwriters Bureau of New York 
and the New England Bureau, has been 
appointed special agent for Maine of the 
companies represented in the agency of 
Simpson, Campbell & Company of Boston. 

Edward Teed, chief of the Stonington, 
Conn., fire department, believed to be the 
oldest fire chief on active duty in the 
United States, having served the Ston- 
ington department continuously for 55 
years, died the past week, aged 75 years. 

Charles Rigby, well known Boston in- 
surance broker, who fell between two 
cars while coming into Boston from the 
South Shore’ a week ago and had both 
legs cut off, died at the Quincy City Hos- 
pital the past week. He was 31 years 
old and leaves a widow. He served in 
the World War. 

The Chamber of Commerce of Lynn, 
Mass., has come out in local papers in 
strong condemnation of carelessness of 
tenants and store keepers in allowing 
rubbish to accumulate in cellars. It says 
several serious fires recently threatened 
to become conflagrations and all were 
traced to rubbish filled cellars. 

Cc. K. Mathews & Co. of Waterville, 
Me., an old established fire agency, an- 
nounces its incorporation and the en- 
trance into the firm of Albion W. Blake 
of Oakland, Me., as treasurer and man- 
ager. Charles W. Mathews, formerly the 
sole owner, although taking no active 
part in the agency at the present time, 
still retains an interest. 

Everett W. Shumway, of the state fire 
marshal’s office of Massachusetts, has 
been sent to Lowell to investigate two 
fires which occured simultaneously in 
Depot Cash Market Stores in Merrimack 
Square and Centraville, some distance 
apart, Nov. 14, causing a loss of $60,000. 
The Lowell police are also investigating. 

As a result of tank explosions in and 
about Boston, State Fire Marshal C. C. 
Neal has ordered the removal of more 
than 200 acetylene tanks from the prem- 
ises of Hawthorne Brothers, on Com- 
monwealth avenue, Boston, to a more 
isolated district. The marshal! declares 
all concerns supplying acetylene will be 
investigated as to their storage facilities. 





Pennsylvania Notes 


S. E. Burke Kinsloe, well known in- 
surance broker of Philadelphia, died sud- 
denly last week at his home. 

Louis Wiederhold, Jr., of Philadelphia, 
secretary of the Underwriters Associa- 
tion of the Middle Department, was a 
visitor in Pittsburgh last week. 

S. T. Maxwell of Hartford, vice-presi- 
dent of the Mechanics & Traders, was 
the guest of Haberstich & Co. last week 
while in Pittsburgh on a business trip. 

Recently commissioned agents in Phil- 
adelphia are Arthur S. Glaser by the 
People’s National Fire and Clinton R. 








Loans on Bonds and Mort- 


INS. CO. OF AMERICA | estes cece, eee | Comnintonsend 


Cash in Banks and on Hand 693,376.51 


other Liabilities 447,597.70 
Premiums in Course of Col- Capital Stock... 2,000,000.00 $11,827,427.35 
NEW YORK MEE « 5s. csp seccessiaeaeios 1,508,341:65 
| ane Surplus Beyond Capital 
“One of the Giants” paren Nt Satis and all Liabilities.......... $ 5,298,172.29 
errr $17,125,599.64 | Surplus to Policyholders.... 7,298,172. 


ANNUAL STATEMENT, JANUARY 1, 1922 


ASSETS 
December 31, 1921 Unearned Pre- 
U. S. Gov’t Securities...... $ 5,622,290. mium Reserve.$8,062,829.72 


5, 00 
Other Bonds and Stocks.... 9,027,084.1@ | Losses in Course 
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Western Department 
CHICAGO 


Cc. P. HELLIWELL 
Cc. F. THOMAS 





F. P. HAMILTON, Vice President and Western Manager 
} Joint Assistant Managers 





WHY the 
Argus Chart? 





Q. What is a Chart used for > 
To get a quick view of 
essentials. 

. What companies are 
looked up in a chart? 


A 
Q 
A. Those that are not well 
Q 
A 


known. 


Then what should a chart 


show? 


. It should show the 
obscure companies as 
well as the prominent 
ones. 


Q. Why should it show ob- 
scurecompaniesif anagent 
does not represent them ? 


> 


Because his customers 
expect him to know about 
them. 


What Chart gives the 


small companies? 
The Argus. 
What Chart gives the 


large and small mutuals? 


The Argus. 
Any other? 


No. 
What Chart gives the 


reciprocals? 

The Argus. 

Any other > 

No. 

Then what Chart should 


an agent ask for? 
The Argus. 
When? 

NOW, for 1923. 


Why should he ask for 
them? 


© 


O > 


>O>P OPOP 


© 


OProO-p 


> 


Because companies give 
them out, but if he wants 
enough for his customers 
he can get 100 with his 
own ‘‘ad” on them at a 
very low rate. 


Q. Why should he furnish 


Charts to his customers? 


A. Because if they have 
Charts they are not so 
likely to take insurance 
from poor companies. 
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ORIENT 


INSURANCE 
COMPANY 


of HARTFORD, CONN. 


A. G. McILWAINE, Jr. - 
HARTFORD, CONN. 


CHARLES E. DOX, Manager 


WESTERN DEPARTMENT 


39 S. La Salle St., Chicago, III. 


President 





GEORGE 0. SMITH 
SAN FRANCISCO 


Manager. 














Automobile 
Insurance 


Efficient and 
Expert Service 


AUTOMOBILE DEPT. 


HANOVER FIRE 
INSURANCE Co. 
NEW YORK CHICAGO SANFRANCISCO 














RATE REDUCING 
APPLIANCES 


Bearing the label of the 


Underwriters Laboratories, Inc. 





FIRE EXTINGUISHERS 


FIRE PROTECTION EQUIPMENT CO., 
Read McNally Bidg., Chicago, Ill.: Soda and 
esid quart type and non-freeze fire extinguish- 
zs, chemieal engine, hose and building equip- 
meats. Complete engineering service and die 
counts to all insurance agents. 





SAFETY CANS 


JUSTRITE MANUFACTURING CO., 
2067 Southport Ave., Chicago, Ill.: Nom-ex- 
plosive safety cans, automatic eily waste cans, 
five extinguishers. Underwriters label on all de 
vices. 








The Mansfield Mutual 


Fire Insurance Co. 
MANSFIELD, OHIO 


An Agency Company Founded 1874 
in > « « « 6 < « e.« + 236,633.84 
MN = + « « « « $ 65,508, 
Net Cash Surplus - - - - 171,125.82 236,633.84 
Contingent Assets - - - - - - - - 373,957.03 

Total Resources of Company $610,590.87 
Total Amount at Risk -  $11,748,385.00 
Total Losses Paid as 789,495.83 
Total Savings to Policyholders - - - 661,460.46 
E. J. FORDNEY, Pres. J. M. COOK, Sec’y 

Present Rate of Dividend to Policyholders 
per cent 


= 








HOTEL WISCONSIN 


Big Hotel of Milwaukee 
HEADQUARTERS for INSURANCE MEN 











500 Rooms—400 with Bath 








Sinnott by 
Orleans. 


The London & Scottish has transferred 
its Philadelphia agency from Platt, Yung- 
man & Co., to the W. J. Snyder Agency. 
C. A, Krouse & Co. have been commis- 
sioned for the Philadelphia territory by 
the Liberty Fire of St. Louis. 

H. Walter Forster, general insurance, 
137 South Fifth street, Philadelphia, has 
been appointed a member of the Fire 
Prevention and Insurance committee of 
the- Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce, 
succeeding Bernard T. Converse, whose 
frequent absences from the city com- 
pelled his resignation. 


the Lafayette Fire of New 





East Notes 
E. G. Pieper, vice-president of the 
aaee Island, is home from a visit to 
aris. 


The Sterling Fire has given its New 
York City agency to the newly organized 
firm of Crehore & Richardson. 

Emelus Eugene Coon of Oneida, N. Y., 
died last week at the age of 80. He was 
one of the highly regarded agents of 
New York state. 

Eric Wright, formerly one of the chief 
underwriters for the Standard Fire, has 
been added to the force of the Automo- 
bile of Hartford. 


The ’76 Association, comprised of the 
home office officials and members of the 
staffs of the North British & Mercantile 
and affiliated companies, gave its first 
theatre party last week. More than 200 
were present, including all the officers 
who were in town. 

Edward Rowell, veteran local agent 
in New York City, died suddenly last 
week. Mr. Rowell had been a local agent 
for 35 or 40 years and was at one time 
an Officer of an old fire company which 
has long been out of business. He had 
been an insurance broker for a number 
of years past. 








IN THE MOTOR FIELD 




















A Company Is as Strong as its Agency Force 


AGENTS, you will like our service 


We write Fire, Tornado, Automobile, and Hail Insurance. 
We make a specialty of all classes of farm risks, including 
Threshing Machinery, covering Machinery while in operation, 
as well as when stored. 





Write for Agency in Nebraska, Kansas, Colorado, lowa, Minnesota, 
Illinois and Indiana. 


PAID IN CASH CAPITAL $250,000.00 


Omaha Liberty Fire Insurance Company 
OMAHA, NEBRASKA 
P. F. Zimmer, President R. J. Wachter, Secretary 
Samuel Patterson, Treasurer 








NATIONAL INSPECTION CO. 


223 West Jackson Boulevard CHICAGO 
A Clearing House for 
UNDERWRITING INFORMATION 
J. G. HUBBELL, Mgr. H. B. CHRISSINGER, Ass’t Mgr. 








THE INTER-STATE FIRE INSURANCE CO. 


SURPLUS TO POLICYHOLDERS, $334,638.72 
408 FORT STREET, WEST, - - - - DETRO T, MICH. 





STOPS AUTO ASSOCIATIONS 





Pennsylvania Department Cleans State 
of Protective Organizations Which 
Have Passed as Insurers 





HARRISBURG, PA. Dec. 5.— 
Through the activity of the department 
in carrying out the act adopted last year 
covering supervision of automobile pro- 
tective or cooperative companies or as- 
sociations, these organizations have 
been wiped out of the state and the 
fraud of selling the service of these 
associations as insurance is practically 
eliminated. There were many such auto 
service contracts on the market, selling 
for such prices as $39.50 for two years, 
the contracts being sold on the pretense 
that they were insurance policies, 
whereas they actually offered merely 
attorneys’ services to bring suit or de- 
fend, privilege of buying goods on 
agents’ discount, “advice” in connection 
with automobile traffic ordinances and a 
limited amount of towing service. Sales- 
men were unscrupulous in their at- 
tempt to pass these contracts off as in- 
surance policies. Their activities were 
widespread and thousands of automo- 
bilists purchased them in belief that 
they were purchasing automobile insur- 
ance. It in fact constituted an active 
form of competition for automobile in- 
surance agents. 

The act which was adopted last year 
gave the insurance commissioner super- 
vision and control, with authority to ex- 
amine all such organizations, and pro- 
vided for a reserve liability for unearned 
portion of premium or dues and for 
investment of funds in valid securities 
to protect the purchasers. The neces- 
sity for the reserve fund was shown in 
the liquidation of one organization 
which had a total income of $29,000 in 
but three months of operation, 750 vic- 
tims being connected with this particu- 
lar auto service association, while assets 
totaled only $762 when the department 
stopped its activities. The unearned 
portion of the premium should have 
been over $25,000. In another case, one 
of the corporations, upon liquidation, 
was found to be using up all of its cash 
at the end of each week on a “payroll 
pretense, all but a few dollars being 
disbursed each week. Under a further 
provision in the act which gave the in- 





DES MOINES 


REINSURANCE FIRE COMPANY 


Reinsurance Only 
P. J. CLANCY, President DES MOINES, IOWA F. E. HATHORN, Secretary 








Organized 1867 


WHEELING FIRE INSURANCE CO. 


Wheeling, West Virginia 


Capital .. 4 - -$200,000.00 
Sarplus to Policyholders ..... aneaddaarda -$373,693.59 
®. BE. STRAUCH, Secretary WM. V. FISCHER, Asst. Secy. 








MINSTER MUTUAL FIRE 


INSURANCE CO. Inc. 1849 MINSTER, OHIO 


J. B. RATERMAN, President JOS. E. SCHMIEDER, Secretary 
VERNON B. ARNOLD, Special Agent, Lima, Ohio 








Nearly Fifty Years of success under same management 
INCORPORATED 1876 


THE OHIO MUTUAL FIRE INSURANCE CO. 
Total Cash Assets $397,264.36 2 _ ian . Avocent a ecrecay Surplus $282,722.15 


J. R. VERNON, President J. AMBLER, Secretary 





The Mutual Plate Glass Insurance Co. 


Shelby, Ohio 
Organized 1883 
HENRY WENTZ, President L. A. DENNIS, Sec. and Gen’! Agent 


The only Ohio Company Specializing on Public Glass Insurance. Not an Experiment 
SERVICE TO OUR REPRESENTATIVES AND POLICYHOLDERS 








Richland Mutual Insurance Company 
MANSFIELD, OHIO 
Incorporated 1850 

TOTAL ASSETS - - - - - - 
J. A. RIGBY, President 








$2,486,445.48 
BUSINESS CONFINED TO OHIO R. SMITH, Secretary 














Exceptional -acilities for handling Surplus and difficult lines 
and unusual forms of insurance in best American and Foreign 
companies and at Lloyds, London. 
Re-I nsurance Coniracts Drawn and Placed. 
YOUR BUSINESS SOLICITED; 
PROMPT ATTENTION 
F. R. THOMPSON 


Insurance Exchange 
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Chicago, Ill. 
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SERVICE 


FOR 


NON-RESIDENT 
AGENTS 


We Can Handle Your 
Chicago Business Better 
Than a Company Office 


CRITCHELL, 
Over Forty MILLER, 





Wabash 
0340 


Yearso' 
Continuous WHITNEY & 
gol BARBOUR 


Successful 
175 W. Jackson Blvd. 








The Concordia Fire 


Insurance Company 
of Milwaukee, Wis. 


Total Assets, Jan. 1, 1922 $4,710,586.53 





Capital Stock . . . . 750,000.00 
Re-Insurance Reserve. . 2,692,304.24 
or gag of aren Liabili- 
: S 478,099.62 
snetee to  Policyholdere 1,540,182.67 
— Writing — 
Fire Tornado 
Sprinkler Leakage 
Rents Use and Occupancy | 
i 








Dayton Mutual Fire 


Insurance Co., "Guio™ 


B. C. COLEMAN, Secy. 


‘Conservative and Careful 
Management 


AGENTS WANTED 
Address Home Office 














More agents reaé The National Unéss- 
writer than any other weekly newspaper 
of insurance. There are 
of them Our subscribers know. 











surance commissioner power to liqui- 
date in case of insolvency, the depart- 
ment has been very active during the 
past year and has succeeded in elimi- 
nating all of such organizations, eight 
operating companies having been liqui- 
dated or eliminated from the field and 
10 branches and outgrowths from these 
also having been withdrawn from the 
neld. 


Rochester Thefts Continue 
ROCHESTER, N. Y., Dec. 4.—There is 
no indication of improvement in the 
motor theft situation in Rochester, the 
total of unrecovered stolen cars con- 
tinuing to mount. There are now 125 
cars stolen since Jan, 1 and not recov- 


ered, 63 of these being Fords. Auto 
thefts are increasing in spite of the 
organization of a special auto squad 


which is now being operated by the 
police department. The losses are be- 





lieved to be due to the operations of an | 


organized gang. It is 
unless an improvement is made the in- 


surance companies will soon be forced 
to limit their coverage, especially on 
Fords, 


Kansas City’s Theft Record 

KANSAS CITY, MO., Dec. 5—The re- 
port of the Law Enforcement Associa- 
tion on auto thefts and recoveries shows 
a material increase in the number of 
cars recovered, although the number 
stolen seems to remain about constant. 
In October of this year 122 automobiles 
were stolen and 104 recovered, as against 
the same number stolen and 97 recov- 
ered in the same month last year; 174 
stolen and 60 recovered in October, 1920. 
The percentage of recoveries this year 
was 86.7 as against 70 last year and 41.6 
the year before. For the nine months 
from Feb. 1 to Oct. 31 inclusive of this 
year 929 cars were stolen, as against 
1,079 in 1921 and 1,212 in 1920, and 806 
were recovered this year as against 756 
last year and 504 the year before 





Exhibit Shows Insurance Value 


The American Liability of Cincinnati 
has arranged a striking exhibit at the 
Cincinnati automobile show which is now 
being held. The company is showing a 
Maxwell touring car, before which ap- 
pears a poster telling the history of the 
car and its relation to the company. The 
car was insured March 28, 1922, by the 
American Liability, stolen Aug. 8, re- 
covered four hours later and the dam- 
age was made good on Aug. 9. The car 
was stolen again Sept. 22, again recov- 
ered the same day and the claim for 
damages paid four days later. The pos- 
ter sets forth that this is a sample of 
the home office service given by the 
American Liability. 


Appeal Question of Liability 


LINCOLN, NEB., Dec. 5.—The Bank- 
ers’ Automobile of Lincoln has a case 
in supreme court to decide whether a 
mere agreement of a soliciting agent to 
procure to be issued a policy of insur- 
ance creates a liability against the com- 
pany. The owner of a burned auto, Earl 
M. Yenter, told the company’s agent, 
Ervin Nye, that he had traded his Cole 
for a Peerless and to have a new policy 
for a larger amount issued on the new 
car. He never signed the application, 
the check he gave for the additional 
premium was returned no good for lack 
of funds, and the company never did 
issue a policy. 

Yet the trial court directed a verdict 
for Yenter, after releasing the agent 
from liability. It said that Yenter had 


intimated that | 





a verbal contract for insurance with 
Nye, and that bound the company even 
though the loss occurred before the 
policy could be issued. 


Canadian Association Meets 


The Canadian Automobile Underwrit- 
ers Association held its annual meeting 
last week which was well attended. 
The following officers were elected: Pres- 
ident, E. F. Hussey, Travelers; vice- 
presidents, E. Williams, Imperial, and 
H. F. Roden, Canadian Accident. The 
association recommended standard policy 
coverages for use throughout the Do- 
minion. The organization is in a healthy 
and strong condition, 


See Big Motor Year Ahead 


NEW YORK, Dec. 4—Continued pros- 


| perity in the automotive industries and 


consequently motor vehicle insurance is 
forecast by the National Automobile 
Chamber of Commerce in its review of 
1922 and summary of conditions in the 
opening of the 1923 production year. The 
report shows the total output in 1922 
at 2,400,000 units or 10 percent better 
than the previous high mark of 1920. 
It further states that an equal increase 
is expected during 1923. The improved 
farm conditions, increasing exports and 
the closed car demand will all combine 
to increase the demand during the com- 
ing year. The fact that the automobile 
market is becoming a year round affair 
and no longer seasonal is indicated by 
the increase in closed cars during this 
year’s production, this class of machines 
having grown from 10 percent of the 
total in 1919 to practically 30 percent 
this year. 


Forecast on Bankers’ Auto Affairs 


LINCOLN, NEB., Dec. 5—Commissioner 
Young has given out a statement warn- 
ing stockholders of the Bankers’ Auto- 
mobile of Lincoln, now in a receiver’s 
hands, that they should not sell their 
stock for less than $25 a share, as he 
has every assurance that the receiver- 
ship will succeed in giving it that value. 

The statement was called out by the 
fact that local brokers were offering to 
pay $10 a share. Mr. Young said that 
the stockholders were entitled to the 
benefit of any information that he had 
in regard to the company. Receiver 
Whitney says that it will probably take 
a year to get final settlement of suits in 
court brought by stockholders who are 
trying to get their money back because 
of alleged misrepresentations of stock 
salesmen, but that there is good reason 
to believe that $25 a share will be real- 
ized. The stock sold totaled $288,000, 
and is of a par value of $50. Much of 
it was sold at a premium, running as 
high as $75 a share. The interest on the 
company’s assets in paying the expenses 
of administration by the state depart- 
ment of trade and commerce. 





Hearing on Code for D. of C. 


A final hearing upon the proposed 
model insurance code for the District of 
Columbia will be held in the office of 
Superintendent Miller at Washington on 
Saturday. 


Annual Meetings Scheduled 


Stockholders of the Insurance Com- 
pany of the State of Pennsylvania will 
hold their annual meeting at Philadel- 
phia Jan, 15. 

The annual stockholders’ meeting of 
the North America will be held at the 
home office in Philadelphia, Jan. 9. 





FRED. B. LUCE, Manager 








PROVIDENCE WASHINGTON INSURANCE CoO. 


PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND 


Every Form of Policy Issued Covering the Hazards of Fire — Tornado 
—Marine—Transportation—Riot and Civil Commotion—Sprinkler Leakage— 
Automobiles, Against Fire, Theft and Collision. 


New England's Oldest Company—One Hundred and Twenty-two Years of Service 
WESTERN DEPARTMEMT, CHICAGO, ILL. 


C. E. CLUTIA, Asst. Manager 





COMMISSIONERS PASS ON 
MANY IMPORTANT MATTERS 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3) 


Platt Whitman of Wisconsin, presi 
dent of the organization, was in the 
chair. 

Resolution on Annexes 


At the commissioners’ meeting this 
morning a_ resolution introduced by 
Commissioner Gearheart of Ohio prohib- 
iting annexes was referred to the fire 
committee. A resolution introduced by 
Commissioner Ramey of Kentucky, pro- 
viding for a fire insurance commission 
to study the business in all respects, was 
discussed in executive session. It pro- 
vides for three members from the Insur- 
ance Commissioners’ Convention, three 
from the National Board and three from 
the National Association of Insurance 
Agents. 





New Mississippi Company 

MERIDIAN, MISS., Dec. 6.—The com- 
mercial Standard Fire Insurance Com- 
pany is being organized here to write 
fire insurance on the _ participating, 
thovgh nonassessable plan. The com- 
pany will have capital stock of $50,000 
divided into shares of $25 each. The 
stock is being sold at two for one, thus 
creating $50,000 of surplus. The officers 
are President, J. B. Gressett; Vice-Presi- 
dent, A. H. George; Treasurer, J. V. 
Dement; Secretary J. C. Lloyd, 

According to the prospectus issued by 
the company this plan of operation will 
be followed: “All policies will contain 
a profit sharing clause, stipulating that 
the profits, if any, from the net earned 
premiums of each calendar year, after 
deducting the stockholders profits and 
the amount of the board of directors 
may each year, pass to the surplus ac- 
count of the company, to enable it to 
provide greater security to the policy- 
holders,—shall be returned to policy- 
holders, pro rata, a basis of net earned 
premiums.” The company states that it 
will write business at the prevailing 
rates, and under standard forms. 





BOOKKEEPER WANTED 
Wanted—An experienced young man book- 
keeper. Give age and experience in first 
letter or phone. 
Westchester Fire Insurance Company 


1010 Fisher Building, Chicago 
Phone Wabash 0337 








POSITION WANTED 


Auto man, young, aggressive, five years’ ex- 
perience with large company, auto claims and 
underwriting. Also experienced. with other 
claim work. Address C =49, Care The 
National Underwriter. 








Field Position 
WANTED: Position as field man by a fully 
qualified and experienced insur nce man with 
many years experience who keeps up interest 
and follows instructions. Address C-37, 
care The National Underwriter. 








Stenographer-Secretary 


Wanted—Woman of 25 ume of age or more, 
refined and well ed for 

tion, Insurance Exchange Building. Insurance 
experience necessary. Salary $12} with increase 
as merited. Replies confidential if re uested. 
Address C-44, Care The National Underwriter. 











Field Position 


Field man now employed desires to make a change- 
Fourteen years experience. aried training in- 
cluding bureau, Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin, 
Ohio or Indiana su'table. Address C-45, Care 
The National Underwriter. 








WANTED 


Capable farm examiner. By Western Department 
of large company in Chicago. 


Write, giving age, residence, education, experience 
h 


and ’phone. 
Address C-46, 
Care The National Underwriter. 
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The National Underwriter 


CASUALTY AND SURETY SECTION 


December 7, 1922 


Parge Thirty-one 





SURETY COMPANY PLAN 
FOR ACQUISITION COST 


Tentative Rules Filed With Com- 
missioner Stoddard After 
Company Conference 


NOT IN FULL AGREEMENT 


Vote for Rules Submitted Did Not Rep- 
resent Majority of Carriers 
Operating in State 


NEW YORK, Dec. 5.—As a result of 
the separate conferences held by surety 
companies on the matter of acquisition 
cost a tentative schedule of rules in re- 
gard to acquisition cost and field super- 
vision cost for fidelity and surety com- 
panies and their agents has been sub- 
mitted to Superintendent Stoddard. It 
was announced, however, that the vote 
on the plan submitted did not represent 
the majority of the companies operating 
in New York, either by number or 


volume of business. Each company 
therefore expects to be given a hearing 
on this matter. The proposed plan 
submitted to Superintendent Stoddard 
is as follows: 


Limit Is 30 Percent 


“The total acquisition cost,” the rules 
read, “of fidelity and surety business 
(exclusive of forgery business) within 
the continental United States shall not 
exceed 30 percent of the total premiums 
(less return premiums refunded) paid 
thereon to a carrier within any calendar 
year; provided, however, 

“That the commission paid or allowed 
within such period on any one bond or 
to any one agent shall not exceed 30 
percent, inclusive of all allowances, ex- 
cept as hereinafter specially provided. 

“That the acquisition cost shall mean 
the total brokerage and commissions paid 
or allowed, plus the total fidelity and 
surety pro rata cost of conducting all 
branch offices and agencies during such 
calendar year. Such cost shall include 
remuneration to and traveling expenses 
of general agents, branch office manag- 
ers, assistant managers and salaried spe- 
cial agents, and, in agencies and branch 
offices, cost of bond writing, collection 
of premiums, rent, heat, light and main- 
tenance, compensation of clerical forces, 
exchange, advertising, postage, tele- 
phone, telegraph and express. 

“Such cost shall exclude expenditures 
for taxes and governmental impositions 
or expenditures actually made in good 
faith for the adjustment of claims and 
the making of inspections and audits, 
and shall further exclude expenses in- 
curred exclusively for other lines of 
business.” 


Agencies and Commissions 


forth the following 
classes of agencies: Branch offices, gen- 
eral agencies, district agencies, office 
solicitors, subagencies and brokers, They 
provide that “commissions payable to 
general agencies on blanket bonds shall 
be limited to 15 percent of the gross 
premiums as hereinafter defined when 
actually paid.” They also provide that 
“commissions payable by branch offices 
and general agencies shall be limited to 
the following percentage of gross paid 


The rules” set 





ISSUE UP IN ILLINOIS 


SPRINKLER LEAKAGE RULING 


Superintendent Houston Holds That 
Casualty Companies Cannot Write 
This Class in the State 


Superintendent T. J. Houston of Illi- 
nois has ruled that under the casualty 
law there is no provision for writing 
sprinkler leakage insurance. His posi- 
tion is upheld by the attorney general. 

It is understood, however, that Super- 
intendent Houston will permit the cas- 
ualty companies to continue to accept 
sprinkler leakage business until the first 
of the year. At that time his ruling will 
be enforced. There is no doubt that 
the Aetna Casualty, Maryland Casualty 
and United States Fidelity & Guaranty, 
the only three casualty companies writ- 
ing sprinkler leakage business will con- 
test the legality of Mr. Houston’s rul- 
ing. The Aetna Casualty writes almost 
$500,000 in sprinkler leakage premiums 
annually. The Maryland Casualty is next 
with a very substantial volume. The 
Maryland probably writes as much 
sprinkler leakage business as any fire 
company accepting the class. The Aetna 
Casualty is the leader - ay sprinkler 
leakage field. The U. . & G. took 
up the writing of ane leakage in- 
surance a short time ago. While there 
is not a particularly heavy volume of 
sprinkler leakage business written by 
the Aetna and Maryland in _ Illinois, 
these two companies will in all proba- 
bility oppose Mr. Houston’s ruling as a 
matter of principle. For the time being 
the question will not be agitated, but on 
the first of the year the casualty com- 
panies will have to discontinue entirely, 
or have Mr. Houston modify his rul- 
ing. Undoubtedly the companies will 
seek to have the law modified at the 
forthcoming legislature. 








premiums (gross paid premiums shall be 
deemed to mean gross premiums col- 
lected and remitted and less return pre- 
miums refunded)” in all instances “when 
actually collected.” In the following 
table the first column is the percentage 
on fidelity and surety premiums and the 
second is the percentage on blanket 
bond premiums: 

F.&S. Blanket 


District agencies ......... 25 12% 
Office solicitors (excluding 

Greater New York)...... 20 10 
I: }. ccs ccare momen 20 10 
MONI, ak ectas wume een e anes 15 10 


Classes of Agencies Defined 


The classes of agencies are defined by 
the rules as follows: 

“Branch office—An office of the com- 
pany on a salaried basis. 

“General agency—An office of the com- 
pany, under contract, on a strictly com- 
mission basis. 

“District agency—An agency maintain- 
ing its own office, under contract, and 
reporting direct or through a _ branch 
office or general agency and on a strictly 
commission basis. 

“Borough and general agency in 
Greater New York—An agency which 
shall be under exclusive contract and 
shall be registered with and approved 
by a committee to be hereafter agreed 
upon, 

“Office solicitor—A person maintain- 
ing his sole place of business in the home 
office of a company, a branch office or 





GENERAL AGENTS’ VIEW 


CONFER WITH COMPANY MEN 





Objections Offered to Certain Phases of 
Agreement on Commissions and 
Supervisory Costs 


NEW YORK, Dec. 6.—Both the Inter- 
national Association of Casualty & 
Surety Underwriters and the National 
Association of Casualty & Surety Agents 
will hold their 1923 annual conventions 
at French Lick Springs, Ind., Sept. 17-19, 
the executive committees of the two 
organizations so decided today. 


NEW YORK, Dec. 5.—Officials of a 
number of general writing casualty 
companies discussed with the executive 
committee of the National Association 
of Casualty & Surety Agents today cer- 
tain phases of the proposed company 
agreement for regulating commissions 
and supervisory costs. 

The gencral agents object vigorously 
to the large number of new agents that 
may be appointed under the 12% per- 
cent provision, claiming that the 5 per- 
cent additional granted the general 
agents is not a sufficient margin to per- 
mit of proper supervisory work and pay 
other operating charges. They assert 
that the administration cost of the com- 
panies should be reduced and not the 
commissions to the general agents. On 
the other hand the company executives 
declare that the cost of conducting the 
business must be reduced and they are 
prepared to enforce economies both at 
the companies’ head offices and at their 
branches. 

Company executives here include H. 
G. B. Alexander, president, and Manton 
Maverick, vice-president Continental 
Casualty; A. Duncan Reid, president 
Globe Indemnity; Norman R. Moray, 
vice-president Hartford Accident & In- 
demnity; F. Highlands Burns, president 
Maryland Casualty; W. G. Falconer, 
president Norwich: Union Indemnity; C. 
C. Bowen, secretary Standard Accident; 
William BroSmith, vice-president. and 
H. A. Giddings, Travelers, and Edson 
S. Lott, president United States Cas- 
ualty. The general agents at the meet- 
ing were T. A. Braniff, Oklahoma City; 
W. G. Wilson, Cleveland; George D. 
Webb, Chicago; Fred L. Gray, Minne- 
apolis, and Wade Fetzer, Chicago. 








general agency, under exclusive contract, 
and strictly on a commission basis. 

“Subagency—An agency not necessar- 
ily under exclusive contract and report- 
ing to the company through a branch 
office, general agency and (or) district 
agency. 

“Broker—Licensed by the state as a 
broker, except in those states where 
there is no provision for other than an 
agency license, for which: special rule 
is to be adopted.” 

A schedule is presented specifying the 
number of general agencies, branch 
offices and district agencies a company 
may maintain in each state. 


Greater New York 

It is provided in the rules that “no 
carrier shall maintain more than one 
general agency or branch office in any 
one borough in Greater New York,” ex- 
cept that in Manhattan a carrier may 
maintain in addition to its home office, 
branch office or general agency, a brok- 


(CONTINUED ON PAGE 39) 





OPPOSITION TO NEW 
AGREEMENT DEVELOPS 





Efforts to Overcome Objections 
of U. S. F. & G., Strong- 
est Opponent, Fail 


HEARING HELD FRIDAY 





Other Executives Criticize Some Fea- 
tures of Plan—New York Brokers 
Strongly Against It 


NEW YORK, Dee. 6.—At the meeting 
of the Insurance Commissioners Conven- 
tion this week a special committee on 
casualty business and practice was 
created, consisting of F. R. Stoddard of 
New York, chairman; H. O. Fishback, 
Washington; C. W. Hobbs, Massachu- 
sets; Joseph Button, Virginia; W. B. 
Young, Nebraska; B, W. Gearheart, Ohio, 
and T. B. Donaldson, Pennsylvania. 

This committee was appointed at the 
suggestion of Superintendent Stoddard, 
who spoke of the developments in New 
York when he called the casualty com- 
panies together and required them to 
reach some conclusion as io acquisition 
cost. He said the bonus offer of the 
Travelers on burglary business would 
have precipitated a commission war. He 
felt this should be averted and also de- 
clared the companies could settle their 
own differences without interference of 
the state authorities, 

Mr. Stoddard said 40 companies had 
agreed to a report on acquisition cost 
and three opposed it. He felt that this 
measure should not apply to New York 
alone but that other states should adopt 
it. The surety companies, he said, had 
not been able to agree on a program, 

The representatives of a number of 
easualty companies, including the con- 
ference committee of the National Asso- 
ciation of Casualty & Surety Agents, 
and company Officials, are here inter- 
viewing the commissioners. The subject 
is a very live one from every standpoint. 


NEW YORK, Dec. 5.—A meeting 
for further discussion of the suggested 
rules governing acquisition cost and gen- 
eral business-getting practices, agreed 
upon by casualty company executives 
during their recent gatherings here, was 
held Friday in the local office of the 
insurance department. The meeting 
was largely attended, the majority of the 
leading casualty and surety writing of- 
fices of the country being represented 
by one or more of their chief executives. 
In addition, brokers and !ocal agents 
were on hand in considerable number to 
voice the opinions of their respective 
organizations as to the agreement 
reached by the casualty company offi- 
<a Opposition to Agreement 

While the sentiment of the meeting 
was overwhelmingly in favor of the 
adoption of the agreement in its en- 
tirety, opposition was voiced on behalf 
of the New York and Brooklyn brokers 
associations and by representatives of 
the United States Fidelity & Guaranty, 
New Jersey Fidelity & Plate Glass, 
Royal Indemnity and Preferred Acci- 
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dent, of New York. The last named 
company was not in sympathy with the 
prevision for agency limitation, though 
favoring the plan in all other respects. 
The chief company objector was the 
United States Fidelity & Guaranty, 
whose position was set forth by former 
Attorney-General G. W. Wickersham, 
Vice-President R. Herbert Bland and 
J. Kempt Bartlett, vice-president and 
general counse!. The company was 
perfectly agreeable, its officers ex- 
plained, to having the state determine 
the total acquisition cost in each of the 
lines of business under review, but was 
determinedly opposed to the segrega- 
tion of the expense as detailed in the 
agreement. It maintained that if it were 
willing to pay producing agents a higher 
scale of commissions than that recom- 
mended it should be free to do so, pro- 
viding its total acquisition cost did not 
exceed the figure named by the com- 
missioner. The United States Fidelity 
& Guaranty operates upon the branch 
office plan. It was asserted by officials 
of the company that through its present 
method of operation it is able to pay 
the producing agents a higher scale of 
commission than do most of its com- 
petitors, and at a lower general cost, 
the claim being advanced that the ex- 
pense ratio of the United States Fidelity 
& Guaranty was fully three points below 
that of the average general writing cas- 
ualty institution. 


Changes Called Injustice 


Mr. Bartlett said that its present 
method of conducting business had been 
successfully followed for a quarter of a 
century, that it was favored by the field 
men, and approved by the assured. To 
ask that it be changed to conform to 
the ideas of its competitors was, he de- 
clared, a manifest injustice. No objec- 
tion was advanced either by Mr. Bland 
or by Mr. Bartlett to the scale of com- 
missions proposed for the metropolitan 
brokers, whose position, they con- 
tended, differed radically from that of 
the agents, in that while the latter were 
employes of a company the brokers 
were free lances, and might place their 
business with whomsoever they pleased. 


Statements Are Challenged 


The statements of Messrs. Bland and 
Bartlett were very sharply challenged 
by President Butler of the Travelers, 
President Reid of the Globe Indemnity, 
President Lott of the United States Cas- 
ualty and Secretary Van Winkle of the 
Commercial Casualty. Mr. Butler re- 
viewed at some length the difficulties 
encountered by the conferees in their 
effort to reach an agreement looking to 
a reduction in the present cost of busi- 
ness-getting, and the elimination of many 
of the evils that have grown up in the 
casualty field; saying that the report as 
finally presented represented a compro- 
mise of the different interests. each 
yielding some advantage for the com- 
mon weal. Admittedly the agreement 
was not a perfect one, but it represented 
the best that could be had, and was a 
long improvement upon the practices 
that now obtained. It was urged that 
a supervisory expense beyond the direct 
commission paid to producers was neces- 
sary, else its lack would make for a 
heavily increased loss ratio, and hence 
would impose an added burden upon 
policyholders. 


Moral Duty Involved 


If through the payment of a slight 
additional sum for intelligent and con- 
stant risk inspection, a saving could be 
effected in the loss ratio, it was con- 
tended, the increase in cost was in the 
interest of public policy, for a moral 
duty devolves upon casualty under- 
writers to reduce the number and seri- 
ousness of accidents in so far as it possi- 
ble. Challengers of the position of the 
United States Fidelity & Guaranty asked 
whether the result of its being per- 
mitted to maintain an independent 
course, while its leading competitors 
were obliged to follow the terms of the 
proposed agreement, would not seduce 
from their allegiance representatives of 
the latter class of companies. The 
inquiry was answered by Mr. Bland’s 
asserting that he was willing to enter 
into an agreement to refrain from tak- 
ing the agents from any other company. 
Superintendent Stoddard, while expressly 
disclaiming any purpose of so doing, 
pointed out that under the powers of 





LINVILLE IS MANAGER 


GOES TO N. Y. INDEMNITY 





Veteran Casualty Underwriter Assumes 
Post of Vice-President of Recently 
Formed New York Company 


E. M. Linville has been chosen vice- 
president and general manager of the 
New York Indemnity, the recently or- 
ganized running-mate of the National 


-Surety. The New York Indemnity was 


organized about a year ago to write all 
casua!ty lines and this year began writ- 
ing burglary and plate glass business, 
the New York business being handled 
through the Kenny Agency and the 
Chicago business through the new firm 
of Gill, Linsley & Middleton. Mr. Lin- 
ville now assumes the position of gen- 
eral manager of the company and is ex- 
pected to develop and expand the 
company into the other lines. 


New Executive’s Career 


Mr. Linville has been in the casualty 
business. for about 23 years, having 
started with the lega! department of 
the London Guarantee & Accident in 
Chicago. He subsequently took charge 
of the trial of personal injury cases 
under employers liability and accident 
policies. During this connection he be- 
came associated with George D. Webb, 
of the agency of Conkling, Price & 
Webb, of Chicago, later going into that 
firm as special agent. He developed an 
excellent business and was then trans- 
ferred to Philadelphia as assistant man- 
ager of the London Guarantee & Acci- 
dent, having supervision of eastern 
Pennsylvania, southern New Jersey, 
and Baltimore and Washington. He 
supervised the underwriting and han- 
dled the claims and legal matters. 


Recently With Ocean 


After nine years connection with the 
London Guarantee, Mr. Linville went 
with the Travelers at its head office in 
Hartford as an underwriter and special 
agent. He was transferred to Boston 
as assistant manager of the New Eng- 
land office, remaining there three years. 
In 1912 he went to New York as super- 
intendent of agencies for the Ocean 
Accident & Guarantee, establishing the 
Ocean’s plant on the Pacific coast. In 
1918 he was made supervising under- 
writer for the Ocean and reorganized its 
compensation department. 








his office he was free to refuse to 
relicense any company, however strong 
financially, that persisted in a line of 
conduct which would tend to disrupt 
general field conditions. 


Frederick Richardson’s Figures 


Frederick Richardson, United States 
manager of the General Accident, 
strongly counseled the limitation of ac- 
quisition costs, declaring that if this 
were not speedily done the general pub- 
lic, through the insurance commission- 
ers of the different states, would take an 
active interest in the matter and would 
likely insist upon drastic legislation to 
that end. From a careful analysis of 
company experience Mr. Richardson said 
that the average cost of business- 
getting in the various casualty branches 
was as follows: On compensation insur- 
ance, 16 percent commission, plus 14 per- 
cent overhead; automobile liability, 22 
percent commission, plus 8 percent over- 
head; burglary, 30 percent commission, 
plus 15 percent overhead; accident and 
health, 30 percent commission, plus 15 
percent overhead. The casualty com- 
panies, he averred, must carefully con- 
sider what the service they are render- 
ing to the public is worth, and keep 
their costs well within such limit. 


Objections by Jewett and Kenny 


The objection of Milford E. Jewett, 
president of the Royal Indemnity, to the 
agreement was mainly upon the ground 
that it afforded no scope for the opera- 
tion of a company conducted along the 
line of the Royal Indemnity, and the 


(CONTINUED ON PAGE 39) 





APPROVED BY AGENTS 


O. K. CASUALTY AGREEMENT 





T. C. Moffatt Issues Statement on Be- 
half of National Association of 
Insurance Agents 





NEW YORK, Dec. 5—The agreement 
in regard to acquisition cost and busi- 
ness-getting methods in casualty insur- 
ance, as formulated at the recent confer- 
ence here of executives of casualty and 
surety companies, seems to be acceptable 
in most of its details to the local agents. 
The attitude of the local agents toward 
the agreement was expressed in the 
subjoined statement, submitted to 
Superintendent Stoddard of New York 
on behalf of the National Association of 
Insurance Agents by T. C. Moffatt of 
Newark, N. J., spokesman for that body 
at the meeting: 


Agents’ Position Given 


The conference committee of the Na- 
tional Association of Insurance Agents 
attended, by invitation, the several meet- 
ings of the casualty and surety com- 
panies recently held at the offices of the 
National Bureau of Casualty and Surety 
Underwriters on acquisition cost. 

The local agents of the country have 
experienced little difficulty in justifying 
to the public the commissions which 
they receive on casualty and surety busi- 
ness. That they earn a reasonable com- 
pensation is without question. Their 
businesses have been built on the per- 
centage of commission which has usu- 
ally been paid under the old Bureau 
rules, and the service which they have 
rendered to the insuring public and to 
the companies has been correspondingly 
measured within these limits. 


Must Be Sufficient Margin 


There must be, for the economic good 
of the business a sufficient margin of 
profit to the producer to attract to the 
business, and to hold within it, men of 
intelligence and standing who are able 
and do perform a valuable service to 
the institution of insurance. To reduce 
this unreasonably would be to destroy 
the agency system as now constituted. 
Many casualty lines require intense de- 
velopment, and to maintain low rates the 
volume of premiums must be kept up. 
There should be permitted a reasonable 
number of local agents who should re- 
ceive additional compensation for serv- 
ices in field supervision and inspection. 

The report of the converence as finally 
published represents, in our opinion, an 
adequate and reasonable adjustment of 
acquisition and field supervision costs. 
It provides room for the advancement of 
worthy agents, first to regional agents 
and then to general agents. 


Further Reforms Urged 


Inasmuch as the old Bureau rules have 
not been observed by the companies, 
many of the local agents are receiving 
today a higher rate of commission than 
the new scale provides. There is, there- 
fore, obviously a considerable saving in 
acquisition cost, and a further reduction 
because the old standards have, in some 
cases, been lowered. 

In approving this report we reiterate 
statements which we have made before 
the companies, and urge you, so far as 
lies within your power, to bring about a 
proper qualification of all classes of 
agents; to see that proper regulations 
are made for the enforcement of the 
rules adopted; to see that abuses of 
binders, and bid bonds without charge; 
undue extension of credit; cancellation 
of policies spoiled or not wanted afteran 
unreasonable period; and other abuses 
which have been countenanced hereto- 
fore, are eliminated. 


Want Rules Made Uniform 


Our approval of this report is also con- 
tingent upon the effective application of 
the resolution adopted by the confer- 
ence reading as follows: “The foregoing 
rules shall be referred to the appropriate 
rate making organizations for the adjust- 
ment of premium rates to correspond 
with the reductions in cost effected 
thereby.” 

Incidentally, we fail to see where the 
rate of commission as provided in the 
report produces the effect desired if com- 





MERGER IS PROPOSED 





CONFERENCE AT DES MOINES 





Stockholders of United States Automo. 
bile and Interstate Casualty Defer 
Action on Proposal 





DES MOINES, IA., Dec. 6.—Stock. 
holders of the United States Automo- 
bile of Des Moines and the Interstate 
Casualty of Birmingham, Ala., met in 
Des Moines Tuesday to vote on a pro- 
posal to consolidate. Action was post. 
poned, however, until the annual meet- 
ing of the Des Moines cempany, which 
will be held in January. The date has 
not been set. 

What Companies Write 


The Des Moines company was organ- 
ized in 1919 and is capitalized at $120, 
000. It writes automobile casualty in. 
surance exclusively. John F. Griffin is 
president. 

The Interstate Casualty is capitalized 
at $25,000. It writes mostly automobile 
casualty insurance, but also deals in 
workmen’s compensation and _ general 
casualty insurance. Charles Newman of 
Kansas City is president. If the consoli- 
dation is voted it is understood the 
headquarters would remain in Des 
Moines. 





TO VOTE ON STOCK DIVIDEND 





New York Plate Glass Plans Increase 
from $300,000 to $500,000, with 
$100,000 New Stock 





The New York Plate Glass will in- 
crease its capital from $3400,000 to $500,- 
000 through a declaration of a stock 
dividend of 33% percent together with 
an issuance of $100,000 additional stock, 
if the recommendation adopted by the 
directors last week be acceptable to the 
stockholders of the company. It is 
proposed to transfer $100,000 from the 
surplus to the capital account, thus de- 
claring a stock dividend of 33% percent, 
4,000 shares at $25 par to be sold for 
the remainder of the increase. The 
stockholders will meet on Dec. 15 to 
vote on this recommendation and should 
it be approved, the recapitalization will 
be completed before the end of the year. 
Upon completion of the recapitalization, 
the New York Plate Glass wil! show 
total assets of $2,000,000; paid up capi- 
tal of $500,000, and net surplus of over 
$650,000. The premium income is run- 
ning over $1,200,000. 

The New York Plate Glass com- 
menced business in March, 1891, with 
$100,000 capital and $50,000 paid in sur- 
plus. The capital was increased to 
$200,000 in 1904 by a stock dividend and 
again in 1919 was increased by the issu- 
ance of $100,000 new stock sold at. 200 
percent, thus contributing $100,000 to 
the surplus account. The company 
writes exclusively plate glass insurance 
under contracts of rep'acement of 
broken glass, and as a result when the 
war drove the price of plate glass from 
28 cents a square foot up to $4.50 per 
square foot in the early part of 1920, the 
losses absorbed the surplus funds rap- 
idly. The management therefore re- 
duced the capitalization to $150,000 on 
authorization by the stockholders and 
$150,000 was released to provide for re- 
serves and surplus. Early this summer 
the capital taken from the shareholders 
by the reduction in 1920 was restored 
by a stock dividend of 100 percent. 








panies permitted to do business in New 
York at one rate and one commission 
are permitted to go elsewhere through- 
out the United States and write the same 
hazards at cut rates or preferential al- 
lowances made to the assured. We hope 
that this feature of adequate and reason- 
able rates by carriers licensed to do 
business in New York state will have 
your attention as well as the acquisi- 
tion end of the premium costs. 
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COMPENSATION SHOWS 
TIME OF DEPRESSION 





Premiums for That Class of Busi- 
ness Are Considerably Off 
This Year 


VIEW OF THE OFFICIALS 





Interviews With Home Office People of 
the Maryland Casualty Show 
Trend of Times 


BALTIMORE, MD., Dec. 5.—Com- 
pensation business, or rather the lack 
of it, is causing the officials of casualty 
companies more worry than anything 
else this year. “Eliminate a considera- 
tion of compensation insurance,” said 
G. Murray Seal, assistant to the presi- 
dent of the Maryland Casualty, whose 
business it is to know everything about 
what is going on with the company, 
“and we would have a gcod year. Our 
burglary department, liability depart- 
ment and for that matter every other 
department of the company are showing 


a gain, but compensation business is 
anything but good, and apparently is 
going to get no better for the rest of 
this year, and until the spring of next 
year. 
om Reflection of the Depression 

“Compensation business is always a 
year late in making itself felt. The 
added premiums come when payroll 
audits are made a year after the busi- 
ness has been on the books. It takes 
some time for the company: to actually 
catch up with the experience. Business 
kept up well during the first six months 
of 1921, but dropped off noticeably dur- 
ing the latter part of that year. We 
are suffering during the latter part of 
this year for the business depression of 
a year ago. That is always the history 
of workmen’s compensation insurance. 
It is a condition that cannot be changed. 
If there should be a widespread busi- 
ness boom right now we would not feel 
the full force of it in our compensation 
department until a year from now. Com- 
pensation premiums are so large, and 
with every multiple line company con- 
stitute such a heavy proportion of the 
business that even though splendid 
records may be made in the other de- 
partments when compensation receipts 
are off the company as a whole cannot 
make a favorable showing.” 

Secretary Hartman’s Views 


John A. Hartman, secretary of the 
Maryland Casualty, expressed a similar 
view. He says, “During the period of 
heavy production we took in a great deal 
more money because of the fact that 
there was so much overtime and extra 
work being done. Even during 1920, 
production in every branch of business 
was almost up to its full capacity. Three 
shifts a day were being worked in many 
lines of business, and all sorts of over- 
time and extra work for which high 
wages were paid were being done. All 
of this has now been eliminated. Con- 
cerns are employing the minimum num- 
ber of men and paying them the 
absolute minimum wage. Overtime 
Production is a thing of the past. Fever- 
ish, hasty and high-priced manufactur- 
ing has gone. Payrolls have shrunk and 
will remain at a low point until a better 
tone is observed in business. The re- 
covery, I think, is going to be gradual.” 


Surety Business Is Booming 


E. C. Irelan, assistant superintendent 
of agents of the Maryland, says, 
Surety business is bocming, but the 
slump in compensation business is hurt- 
ing all of us. There is a good deal of 
Public work being done and business 














NEW BUILDING ON HISTORIC SITE 








The laying of the corner-stone of the 
new building of the London Guarantee 
& Accident in Chicago Sunday after- 
noon was an auspicious occasion for the 
company, as well as in the history of 
the city. It established the London 
Guarantee on its new site, that formerly 
occupied by Fort Dearborn, where a 
great 22-story skyscraper commanding 
the finest corner in the city will be 
erected. The ceremony was made a civic 
affair, the Chicago Historical Society 
cooperating with Manager Fred W. 
Lawson in making the program a fitting 
commemoration of the founding and 
fall of old Fort Dearborn, the original 
stronghold of the first white settlers in 
Chicago. Throughout the program of 
the corner-stone laying services tribute 
was paid to the London Guarantee and 
its manager, Fred W. Lawson, for the 
great institution established in that city. 


Pays Tribute to Lawson 


The London Guarantee was _ repre- 
sented at the ceremony by Thomas J. 
Condon, attorney for the company, who 
outlined the development of the city and 
the company, paying special tribute to 
Mr. Lawson and those who have built 
the London to its present position in 
the American insurance business. Mr. 
Condon said that it is altogether fitting 
that the historic site, where the govern- 
ment placed its outpost to preserve a 
new civilization, should be rededicated 
to the conservation of life and property. 
He said the building, when erected, will 
typify the progress of the years which 
have intervened since the Indian reigned 
and will stand as a monument to the 
dreams and prowess of the original 
owners. Mr. Condon paid particular 
tribute to Mr. Lawson and all those re- 
sponsible for the building of the Ameri- 
can business of the company, saying 
that it is not alone the brick and mortar 
that make a temple possible and give it 
permanent value, but the spirit of the 
men who build. The eminent position 
of the building site was characterized 
by Mr. Condon in the words of the 
explorer LaSalle, “Here shall be the 
seat of commerce and the gate of em- 
pire.” 

Made Historic Event 


The services, held Sunday afternoon, 
were well attended, a great crowd of 
over 1,200 gathering at the corner of 
the Michigan boulevard and the Chicago 
river. The program opened with the 
arrival of 55 soldiers headed by a mili- 
tary band, 55 being the number in the 
blockhouse at the time of the massacre. 
William H. Bush, trustee of the His- 
torical Society, presided over the meet- 
ing. The invocation by Rev. John Tim- 
othy Stone was followed by personal 
reminiscences of Clarence A. Burley, 
president of the Historical Society. Mr. 
Burley had seen the old blockhouse 
when a youngster. Otto L. Schmidt, 
vice-president of the Historical Society, 
and John S. Miller, Jr., president of the 
Fort Dearborn Building Corporation, 
then followed with brief addresses. Mr. 
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NEW LONDON GUARANTEE BUILDING 


Condon then spoke for the London 
Guarantee and was followed by Brig.- 
Gen. G. V. Moseley of the 6th Army 
Corps, who gave a talk on prepared- 
ness. Ferdinand Peck, Chicago’s oldest 
native citizen, then spoke, being fol- 
lowed by Mayor Thompson, who re- 
ferred to the prominent position of the 
new building at the mouth of the river 
which would undoubtedly see a great 
world business in the near future. Frank 





J. Loesch, secretary of the Historical 
Society, then spoke, making an appeal 
for young men in the field of adminis- 
trative government. The architect, AI- 
fred S. Alschuler, briefly spoke on the 
building and then turned a trowel over 
to William R. Wood of Omaha, great 
grandson of Capt. Whistler, builder of 
Fort Dearborn, who laid the corner- 
stone, assisted by the two great grand- 
| daughters of Capt. Whistler. 

The giant building, one of the largest 
in the city and in the midst of the new 
insurance district rapidly building up, is 
well under way and is expected to be 


ready for occupancy before the middle 
of next year. 











concerns have been in trouble, have 
gone into bankruptcy, etc., and a cer- 
tain amount of surety business has been 
created in this way. In looking over 
the field as a whole it is easy to see 
that in every part of the country, com- 
pensation business is smaller and shows 
no signs of increasing until the spring. 
We must simply live through a period 
of reduced premium receipts on com- 
pensation business. It is not a pleasant 
prospect but there is no way out of it.” 


J. J. Tague, presidentof the Supreme 
Casualty of Milwaukee, is a member of 
the original committee which formu- 
lated plans for the “Boost Milwaukee 
Week,” Dec. 3-6. The event was ar- 
ranged as a civic affair, during which 
every one in the city, particularly in- 
dustrial and commercial firms, united in 
praising the advantages of the city, and 
its claim to industrial and residential 








renown. 





Ocean’s Producers Meet 

Agents of the Ocean Accident report- 
ing to the Chicago office held their 
annual convention and banquet at the 
Hamilton club in Chicago yesterday. 
| Joseph E. Callender, resident manager 
| at Chicago, was in charge of the busi- 
| ness sessions, and presided at the ban- 
| quet as toastmaster. All of the Ocean’s 
leading producers were in attendance. 
At the business meeting George F. Hay- 
den, general manager of the Wisconsin 
Rating & Inspection Bureau, delivered 
an address, and there was a talk by 
George W. Angerstein of the industrial 
commission. Frank G. Morris, assistant 
United States manager, and William B. 








Mann, superintendent of agents, at- 
tended, representing the New York 
office. 


OFFICE OF PRESIDENT 
DECLINED BY WILSON 


Federation Elects Cleveland Man, 
Who Is Unable to Accept— 
Position Now Vacant 


COORDINATE LEGISLATION 


State Federations to Report Bills to Na- 
tional Advisory Committee—Penn- 
sylvania Plan Explained 


By R. C. BUDLONG 

NEW YORK, Dec. 6.—The office of 
president of the Insurance Federation 
of America remains unfilled after the 
annual meeting of that organization 
held here today, although W. G. Wil- 
son of Cleveland was elected. Mr. 
Wilson was unable to attend the meet- 
ing and was unaware of his election 
until after adjournment at which time 
he announced that his other duties are 
so heavy that he will have to decline 
the honor. 

No other changes were made in the 
official staff and the old advisory com- 
mittee remains intact. The board of 
trustees was increased to a membership 
of 21 by the addition of M. E. Jewett, 
president Royal Indemnity; George W. 
Pangborn, Indianapolis; Spencer Welton, 
Baltimore; J. B. Levison, San Fran- 
cisco. Phil. S. Powers, retiring presi- 
dent, was given a place. The old mem- 
bership remains on the board with the 
exception of Charles E. Hodges, New 
York and Joel Rathbone, New York. 


Unity on Legislation 


A resolution was passed to the effect 
that state federations shall not oppose 
nor support legislation, other than that 
concerning state insurance, without first 
referring the proposed bill to the ad- 
visory committee of the Federation of 
America. Blanks are to be provided 
for this purpose. 

Considerable oppesition developed to 
this resolution but most of it subsided 
when it was made clear that it would 
not be necessary to refer bills on state 
insurance. The opposition contended 
that prompt action in legislative mat- 
ters is necessary for effective work and 
that waiting for the decision of the ad- 
visory board would defeat the purpose 
of the Federation. 

The report of Secretary J. G. Hutch- 
ison outlined the successful work of the 
Federation in the past but emphasized 
the statement that what has been effec- 
tive may not be sufficient in the future 
and urged the need of more intensive 
work. 

Tells of Pennsylvania Pian 


Commissioner Thomas B. Donaldson 
was the main speaker of the afternoon 
and held the interest of the meeting 
closely while he told of the success of 
local advisory boards in Pennsylvania 
composed of insurance men elected by 
their colleagues. The principal object 
of these boards is to keep out of the 
business men unqualified for license and 
to educate applicants to the point where 
they can enter the field with a good 
knowledge of what they are selling. 

Chairmen of local supervisory boards, 
working without salary, are made state 
insurance examiners, which protects 
them and makes their work more effec- 
tive. Sometimes the boards are divided 
into two or three sections with juris- 
diction over different kinds of insur- 
ance, and in Philadelphia it has been 
found advisable to have nine different 
sections. 

Mr. Donaldsons enthusiasm for his 
plan indicates that it is a real success. 














He says he chose the insurance federa- 
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tion to work his plan largely because 
it was the only organization in the state 
with a permanent office, and also be- 
cause it included all classes of carriers. 

T. R. Dette, secretary of the Penn- 
sylvania Federation, another speaker of 
the afternoon, spoke of the education 
work of that body. He said it was the 
business of the Federation to clear up 
the mystery surrounding the business 
of insurance. Schools of insurance 
founded by the Federation in Pittsburgh 
and Philadelphia are successful in edu- 
cating people connected with the busi- 
ness and have students from among 
business men in other lines. The Phila- 
delphia Chamber of Commerce has wel- 
comed insurance men who are now on 
many of its committees. 


Get Effective Aid 


Through efforts of the Federation, 
weekly insurance pages have been 
started in the Pittsburgh Dispatch and 
other dailies telling the truth about and 
value of insurance. Data about people 
seeking insurance is sought on cards 
recently sent to insurance companies, 
which in Mr. Dette’s opinion, should re- 
sult in a lower loss ratio. 

George D. Webb told of effective 
work in Illinois through a coalition 
committee working with other business 
interests helping them in legislative mat- 
ters and confident of assistance in time 
of need. 


State Fund Ranks at Bottom 
J. F. Connor of the New York Fed- 


eration, an attorney, but not an insur- 
ance man, said that the Federation 
could establish closer relations between 
policyholder and companies. Mr. Con- 
nor, who under Governor Smith, was 
appointed to investigate the New York 
Industrial Commission, said the only 
real crookedness he had discovered was 
in the state insurance fund. He said 
the strongest argument against a mo- 
nopolistic fund was the history of the 
New York state fund. The first half 
of its existence, he said was a political 
joy ride, the second half was a deep 
sleep. It gave the poorest service of 
any carrier, on the making of rates, 
on accident prevention, and on pay- 
ment of claims. 


Unemployment Bill in Wisconsin 


Mrs. Mary S. Fletcher, secretary of 
the Wisconsin Federation, told of the 
big problems faced by a new and small 
orzanization. A bulletin of information, 
not to be used for propaganda, is pro- 
vided legislators. Right now they are 
faced by a bill for compulsory unem- 
ployment insurance in a monopolistic 
state mutual, which is expected to pass. 
The effort of the Federation will be to 
leave it open to competition on the part 
of all carriers. 


Auto Clubs Back Liability Bill 


LINCOLN, NEB., Dec. 5—Automobile 
clubs in the state are preparing to in- 
troduce and support at the coming ses- 
sion of the legislature a bill requiring 
that each and every motor vehicle driven 
on the public highways of the state shall 
be either bonded or insurance carried 
for the protection of those who are dam- 
aged by the reckless and careless oper- 
ation of the machines. 

Two recent fatalities in Lincoln caused 
County Attorney Matson to write a let- 
ter to the Lincoln Automobile Club urg- 
ing this measure of protection and bar- 
ring the use of the roads to drivers who 
are not licensed and machines that are 
not so bonded or insured, He also urges 
that machines be impounded where the 
speed law is violated and for continued 
violations of this sort that it be con- 
fiscated and sold for the benefit of the 
state school fund. 

President Putney of the Lincoln club 
has taken the matter up with other as- 
sociations and says that. such a bill will 
be introduced. 


Frank Maher, for sometime past asso- 
ciated with one of the New England 
general agencies of the National Surety, 
has been appointed a special agent for 
the company. He will work in the east- 
ern district of New York City, reporting 
direct to the home office. 




















WORKMEN’S COMPENSATION 














MUTUALS HARD HIT BY LOSS 


Birmingham Mine Disaster, Bringing 
Claims of $300,000, Is Seriously Cut- 
ting into Surplus Accounts 





Distribution of the losses incurred in 
the Birmingham, Ala., mine disaster, 
now being apportioned among the mu- 
tuals on the risk, shows a heavy cutting 
into the surplus accounts of the mu- 
tuals interested in the loss. The total 
loss will run over $300,000 and will be 
distributed among the six mutuals as 
follows: Integrity Mutual Casualty, the 
first $25,000; Security Mutual Casualty 
of Chicago, $100,000; London & Mutual 
Casualty of Chicago, $25,000; Texas 
Employers Insurance Association, $75,- 
000; Michigan Mutual Liability, $75,000, 
and Federal Mutual Liability, $25,000. 
These six mutuals are organized into 
the Mutual Underwriters Syndicate and 
distribute their risks on that basis. 

The Birmingham disaster, based on 
this apportionment and on the surplus 
accounts shown in the annual state- 
ments of Dec. 31, 1921, will cut the mu- 
tuals’ surplus accounts from 4 to 14 
percent. It has been estimated that the 
Texas Employers will be the hardest 
hit, its pro rata share of the loss being 
about 14 percent of its surplus. The 
Michigan Mutual Liability will 
about 10 percent of its surplus, and the 
Lumbermen’s Mutual Casualty about 7 
percent. The exact loss has not been 
computed as yet, as the claims have not 
all been received and those that have 
been received have not been checked. 
The deaths are ascertained as 85, 66 
being negroes, but the disability claims 
are not known. 


Would Advance Fitzgerald Bill 

WASHINGTON, D. C., Dec. 5.— 
Representative Roy G. Fitzgerald of 
Ohio today circulated a petition among 
the members of the house committee on 
the District of Columbia addressed to 
Representative Frank W. Mondell, house 
Republican floor leader, demanding the 
early consideration of the Fitzgerald 
werkmen’s compensation bill, The 
text of the petition is as follows: 

“The undersigned, being a majority of 
the members of the committee on the 
District of Columbia, request that no 
time or opportunity be lost in adv ancing 
necessary legislation for the District of 
Columbia including H. R. 10034, the 
Fitzgerald workmen’s compensation 
bill now pending as unfinished business.” 

Apparently Mr. Fitzgerald has not 
been able te prevail upon Chairman 
Focht of the District of Columbia com- 
mittee to bring the measure up and the 
above means has been resorted to in 
an effort to force further consideration 
of the bill. The desire is to bring it 
before the house Dec. 11. 





Widow in Syria Gets Compensation 


DES MOINES, IA., Dec. 


5.—Fatima 
Hanoon, widow of 


Alex Hanoon, who 
lives in Syria, will get workman’s com- 
pensation for her husband’s death, the 
Iowa supreme court has decided. Inci- 
dentally, the court holds that Moham- 
medan marriages consummated in Syria 
are not necessarily polygamous. When 
Hanoon was killed in August, 1917, the 
legality of his marriage to Fatima was 
questioned and it was questioned whether 


a polygamous marriage in Syria was 
legal in Iowa. No evidence was pro- 
duced to show that he had any other 


wives than Fatima 
found 





at least the court 
no such evidence. 


Sayer to Leave Board 


Henry D. Sayer, state industrial com- 
missioner of New York, is contemplating 
retirement from the state board at the 
end of this month. Announcement of 
this was made at the recent industrial 
conference at Buffalo, Mr. Sayer indi- 
eating that he would probably retire 
Dec. 31. 
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PENNSYLVANIA RATES CUT 


State Authorities Reduce Compensation 
Figures about 10 Percent, Based 
on Past Experience 


HARRISBURG, PA., Dec. 5.—Pre- 
mium rates on compensation insurance 
will be cut on an average of 10 percent 
again according to officials of the state 
insurance department who have com- 
pleted the annual review of rates. The 
new rates will apply to all compensation 
policies on Jan. 1. Premium rates have 
been cut 10 percent almost every year 
from the start of compensation, the con- 
tinued reduction being based on experi- 
ence and the systematic efforts in in- 
dustry for prevention of accidents. 

It is estimated $15,000,000 of annual 
premiums for compensation insurance 
are affected by these rates, which differ 
according to the cost of work accidents 
in the separate industries. A few classes 
have been increased. Pennsylvania ex- 
perience is used exclusively in the cal- 
culation for the fixing of premiums, a 
simple system of classification is’ em- 
ployed and recent experience noted, 
combining to produce consistent reduc- 
tion in the cost of compensation insur- 
ance. 

The average rates per $100 of payroll 
1919, $1.01; 1920, $1.02; 1921, 
$ .73; 1922, $ .67 (estimated) and 1923, 
$ .61 (estimated). Some of the more im- 
nortant changes in rates ordered for 
1923 as compared to 1922 in rates per 
$100 of payroll are: 


Industry 1922 1923 
Bituminous Mining........ $2.45 2.35 
Sg akg Ae .80 .70 
Spinning & Weaving...... -35 .30 
Logging & Sawmills....... 3.85 4.15 
Biast PUrnaces ...ik. cscs 1.95 1.65 
NII sh 6°22 os: akee'o als 1.10 -95 
MaAChine BHOPS: ..... 2.2.6.6 80 -70 
inpg le) ot 1) ee eee 1.05 .95 
Road Construction......... 1.05 1.15 
EE 6 Sine Sie de ne oe 1.10 1.15 
el ee ee ee 1.25 1.10 
SIN 05d iahcibd alse «alae 1.80 1.80 
Buectric Utilities... ... 0. 2.75 2.25 
(og! ee er 2.00 2.75 
CR EP 6G.6e 8 a bok eas 1.70 1.25 


Enjoin Persistent Claimant 


LINCOLN, NEB., Dec. 5—The London 
Guarantee & Accident has secured a 
permanent injunction in district court, 
directing E. L. Simon not to continue 
filing every six months with the state 
compensation commission a claim against 
the company for indemnity. The order 
also directs Compensation Commissioner 
Kennedy not to hold a hearing on any 
such claim. 

Simon was injured a number of years 
ago. The company paid the amount of 
compensation as adjudicated by the com- 
missioner and the courts, but Simon, 
who refuses to bow to their decrees, per- 
sists in filing a new claim every six 
months, as the law permits injured per- 
sons to. The company asked the writ 
to prevent the annoyance and expense of 
having to defend itself every six months. 
Simon gave notice of his intention to 
appeal to the supreme court. 


Question as to Salesman’s Compensation 


Hearing as to whether D. H. Trice, 
Richmond, Va., traveling salesmen in- 
jured in the Lexington hotel fire in that 
city Feb. 7, 1921, received the injuries in 
the course of employment is to be held 
before the Industrial Commission of Vir- 
ginia this week. Trice suffered a bruised 
back and severe injury to his feet when 
he jumped from a third-story window of 
the burning building into a net. The net, 
it seems, slipped out of the hands of 
firemen holding it, causing his feet to 
strike the pavement. He had made one 
of his periodical visits to the offices of 
the company and was planning to resume 
his trip on the road when he was trapped 
in the hotel by the fire. His hurts, it is 
stated, have so far kept him from re- 
turning to work. The Travelers, the in- 
surance carrier, contends that the case 





is not a compensable one, its position be- 
ing that Trice’s injuries did not arise out 
of or in the course of employment. 





No Compensation Cover; Bankrupt 

FOND DU LAC, WIS., Dec, 5.—Under- 
writers of workmen’s compensation 
risks are interested in a case indicating 
that the compensable death of an em- 
ploye may be an important factor in 
bringing about the financial ruin of a 
business man not carrying compensation 
insurance on his employes. In the bank- 
ruptcy case of William L. Evans, pro- 
prietor of W. L. Evans Express Company 
of Fond du Lac, Evans’ liabilities total 
$5,917.70 and included in that amount is 
a State Industrial Commission judgment 
in favor of A. L. Kimball for $1,651,790. 
In addition to this is a $50 penalty im- 
posed by the industrial commission, and 
$80 for medical attention to Kimball. 








AMONG BURGLARY MEN 

















ST. PAUL LOSSES DECREASED 


Burglary Writing Companies, However, 
Are Very Cautious About Open 
Stock Business 


ST. PAUL, MINN., Dec. 5.—Be- 
cause of the heavy losses from bur- 
glaries, companies writing this line of 
coverage are extremely exacting in such 
risks as they accept. This is especially 
true relative to open stocks, which a 
number of insurers decline altogether to 
accept because of sad past experience, 

The greatest shock St. Paul mer- 
chants have received in recent years 
was the robbery of the Shapiro jewelry 
store about a year ago, when the loss 
ran to about $50,000, the money covered 


by the Employers Liability, and the 
stock (the value being in diamonds 
taken) being covered by London 
Lloyds. Some of the stock has been 


recovered in recent months. But the 
whole affair has made the companies 
much more particular as to writing bur- 
glary insurance on mercantile business. 
They are requiring special safeguards 
on jewelry stock before even consider- 
ing them—heavy iron netting, special 
burglary alarms, and care in displaying 
gems. 

Losses, which have largely been con- 
fined to jewelry and silks, have de- 
creased 75 percent the past year, Wil- 
liam J. Buckley, in charge of the Em- 
ployers Liability at St. Paul for Minne- 
sota and the two Dakotas, is of the 
opinion the decrease in’ St. Paul is 
largely because of material increase of 
efficiency in the police force. Burglars 
are being arrested with much more fre- 
quency. He also attributes the general 
betterment to the fact that fewer meg 
are out of jobs and the employment 
situation is much brighter. 

Burglaries in the residence districts 
have also greatly decreased this year in 
St. Paul compared with last year, when 
some individual losses ran as high as 
$700. Risks on residences in burglary 
lines are being freely accepted by com- 
panies generally. Robberies of private 
liquor stocks in residences are now al- 
most nil—perhaps because they have 
been pretty well cleaned out. These 
have been protected through special rid- 
ers and at an additional rate. 


Would Enforce Claim Against Lloyds 


NEW YORK, Dec. 6.—Superintendent 
Stoddard recently received a letter from 
W. Otis Badger, a prominent insurance 
attorney of this city, soliciting the aid 
of the department in enforcing a claim 
for a burglary loss against London 
Lloyds. 


Kansas City’s Burglary Record 


KANSAS CITY, MO., Dec. 5 — The 
report of the Law Enforcement Associa- 
tion on burglaries and robberies in Octo- 
ber makes a rather unfavorable compar- 
ison with the same month last year, 
although the figures are below those for 
October, 1920. In October, 1922, there 
were 130 burglaries, including 100 in 
dwellings and 30 in business houses. as 
against 97 last year and 246 in October. 
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tion to work his plan largely because 
it was the only organization in the state 
with a permanent office, and also be- 
cause it included all classes of carriers. 

T. R. Dette, secretary of the Penn- 
sylvania Federation, another speaker of 
the afternoon, spoke of the education 
work of that body. He said it was the 
business of the Federation to clear up 
the mystery surrounding the business 
of insurance. Schools of insurance 
founded by the Federation in Pittsburgh 
and Philadelphia are successful in edu- 
cating people connected with the busi- 
ness and have students from among 
business men in other lines. The Phila- 
delphia Chamber of Commerce has wel- 
comed insurance men who are now on 
many cf its committees. 


Get Effective Aid 


Through efforts of the Federation, 

weekly insurance pages have been 
started in the Pittsburgh Dispatch and 
other dailies telling the truth about and 
value of insurance. Data about people 
seeking insurance is sought on cards 
recently sent to insurance companies, 
which in Mr. Dette’s opinion, should re- 
sult in a lower loss ratio. 
George D. Webb told of effective 
work in Illinois through a coalition 
committee working with other business 
interests helping them in legislative mat- 
ters and confident of assistance in time 
of need. 


State Fund Ranks at Bottom 


J. F. Connor of the New York Fed- 
eration, an attorney, but not an insur- 
ance man, said that the Federation 
could establish closer relations between 
policyholder and companies. Mr. Con- 
nor, who under Governor Smith, was 
appointed to investigate the New York 
Industrial Commission, said the only 
real crookedness he had discovered was 
in the state insurance fund. He said 
the strongest argument against a mo- 
nopolistic fund was the history of the 
New York state fund. The first half 
of its existence, he said was a political 
joy ride, the second half was a deep 
sleep. It gave the poorest service of 
any carrier, on the making of rates, 
on accident prevention, and on pay- 
ment of claims. 


Unemployment Bill in Wisconsin 


Mrs. Mary S. Fletcher, secretary of 
the Wisconsin Federation, told of the 
big problems faced by a new and small 
orzanization. A bulletin of information, 
not to be used for propaganda, is pro- 
vided legislators. Right now they are 
faced by a bill for compulsory unem- 
ployment insurance in a monopolistic 
state mutual, which is expected to pass. 
The effort of the Federation will be to 
leave it open to competition on the part 
of all carriers. 


Auto Clubs Back Liability Bill 


LINCOLN, NEB., Dec. 5—Automobile 
clubs in the state are preparing to in- 
troduce and support at the coming ses- 
sion of the legislature a bill requiring 
that each and every motor vehicle driven 
on the public highways of the state shall 
be either bonded or insurance carried 
for the protection of those who are dam- 
aged by the reckless and careless oper- 
ation of the machines. 

Two recent fatalities in Lincoln caused 
County Attorney Matson to write a let- 
ter to the Lincoln Automobile Club urg- 
ing this measure of protection and bar- 
ring the use of the roads to drivers who 
are not licensed and machines that are 
not so bonded or insured, He also urges 
that machines be impounded where the 
speed law is violated and for, continued 
violations of this sort that it be con- 
fiscated and sold for the benefit of the 
state school fund. : 

President Putney of the Lincoln club 
has taken the matter up with other as- 
sociations and says that such a bill will 
be introduced. 





Frank Maher, for sometime past asso- 
ciated with one of the New England 
general agencies of the National Surety, 
has been appointed a special agent for 
the company. He will work in the east- 
ern district of New York City, reporting 
direct to the home office. 


-Hanoon was killed in 
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MUTUALS HARD HIT BY LOSS 


Birmingham Mine Disaster, Bringing 
Claims of $300,000, Is Seriously Cut- 
ting into Surplus Accounts 


Distribution of the losses incurred in 
the Birmingham, Ala., mine disaster, 
now being apportioned among the mu- 
tuals on the risk, shows a heavy cutting 
into the surplus accounts of the mu- 
tuals interested in the loss. The total 
loss will run over $300,000 and will be 
distributed among the six mutuals as 
follows: Integrity Mutual Casualty, the 
first $25,000; Security Mutual Casualty 
of Chicago, $100,000; London & Mutual 
Casualty of Chicago, $25,000; Texas 
Employers Insurance Association, $75,- 
000; Michigan Mutual Liability, $75,000, 
and Federal Mutual Liability, $25,000. 
These six mutuals are organized into 
the Mutual Underwriters Syndicate and 
distribute their risks on that basis. 

The Birmingham disaster, based on 
this apportionment and on the surplus 
accounts shown in the annual state- 
ments of Dec. 31, 1921, will cut the mu- 
tuals’ surplus accounts from 4 to 14 
percent. It has been estimated that the 
Texas Employers will be the hardest 
hit, its pro rata share of the loss being 
about 14 percent of its surplus. The 
Michigan Mutual Liability will lose 
about 10 percent of its surplus, and the 
Lumbermen’s Mutual Casualty about 7 
percent. The exact loss has not been 
computed as yet, as the claims have not 
all been received and those that have 
been received have not been checked. 
The deaths are ascertained as 85, 66 


being negroes, but the disability claims } 


are not known. 


Would Advance Fitzgerald Bill 
WASHINGTON, D. C., Dec. 
Representative Roy G. Fitzgerald of 
Ohio today circulated a petition among 
the members of the house committee on 
the District of Columbia addressed to 
Representative Frank W. Mondell, house 
Republican floor leader, demanding the 
early consideration of the Fitzgerald 
werkmen’s compensation _ bill, The 

text of the petition is as follows: 

“The undersigned, being a majority of 
the members of the committee on the 
District of Columbia, request that no 
time or opportunity be lost in advancing 
necessary legislation for the District of 
Columbia including H. R. 10034, the 
Fitzgerald workmen’s compensation 
bill now pending as unfinished business.” 

Apparently Mr. Fitzgerald has not 
been able to prevail upon Chairman 
Focht of the District of Columbia com- 
mittee to bring the measure up and the 
above means has been resorted to in 
an effort to force further consideration 
of the bill. The desire is to bring it 
before the house Dec. 11. 


meee 


Widow in Syria Gets Compensation 


DES MOINES, IA., Dec. 5.—Fatima 
Hanoon, widow of Alex Hanoon, who 
lives in Syria, will get workman’s com- 
pensation for her husband’s death, the 
Iowa supreme court has decided. Inci- 
dentally, the court holds that Moham- 
medan marriages consummated in Syria 
are not necessarily polygamous. When 
August, 1917, the 
legality of his marriage to Fatima was 
questioned and it was questioned whether 
a polygamous marriage in Syria 
legal in Iowa. No evidence was 
duced to show that he had any 
wives than Fatima—at least the 
found no such evidence. 


was 

pro- 
other 
court 





Sayer to Leave Board 


Henry D. Sayer, state industrial com- 
missioner of New York, is contemplating 
retirement from the state board at the 
end of this month. Announcement of 
this was made at the recent industrial 


conference at Buffalo, Mr. Sayer indi- 
cating that he would probably retire 
Dec. 31. 








PENNSYLVANIA RATES’ CUT 


State Authorities Reduce Compensation 
Figures about 10 Percent, Based 
on Past Experience 


HARRISBURG, PA., Dec. 5.—Pre- 
mium rates on compensation insurance 
will be cut on an average of 10 percent 
again according to officials of the state 
insurance department who have com- 
pleted the annual review of rates. The 
new rates will apply to all compensation 
policies on Jan. 1. Premium rates have 
been cut 10 percent almost every year 
from the start of compensation, the con- 
tinued reduction being based on experi- 
ence and the systematic efforts in in- 
dustry for prevention of accidents. 

It is estimated $15,000,000 of annual 
premiums for’ compensation insurance 
are affected by these rates, which differ 
according to the cost of work accidents 
in the separate industries. A few classes 
have been increased. Pennsylvania ex- 
perience is used exclusively in the cal- 
culation for the fixing of premiums, a 
simple system of classification is: em- 
ployed and recent experience noted, 
combining to produce consistent reduc- 
tion in the cost of compensation insur- 
ance. 

The average rates per $100 of payroll 
have been: 1919, $1.01; 1920, $1.02; 1921, 
$ .73; 1922, $ .67 (estimated) and 1923, 
$ .61 (estimated). Some of the more im- 
nortant changes in rates ordered for 
1923 as compared to 1922 in rates per 


$100 of payroll are: 

Industry 1922 1923 
Bituminous Mining........ $2.45 $2.35 
PUNE: I sido g pies a0 0.5 Sires .80 -70 
Spinning & Weaving...... «35 .30 
Logging & Sawmills....... 3.85 4.15 
BPIQRE DUPTRACES 2... ss occ 1.95 1.65 
egies oc ce, EE ee 1.10 .95 
Machine Ghops: ....6...<.s 606% .80 -70 
lela sis) a re ee 1.05 .95 
Road Construction......... 1.05 1.15 
se 8 gc. lll Ea ae ra ae 1.10 1.15 
Ee a ree ole 1.25 1.10 
ee ee 1.80 1.80 
Electric Utilities........... 2.75 2.25 
RNR sone a dercigth a cinco 2.00 2.75 
COR) RISER aida Seer 1.70 1.25 


Enjoin Persistent Claimant 


LINCOLN, NEB., Dec. 5—The London 
Guarantee & Accident has secured a 
permanent injunction in district court, 
directing E. L. Simon not to continue 
filing every six months with the state 
compensation commission a claim against 
the company for indemnity. The order 
also directs Compensation Commissioner 
Kennedy not to hold a hearing on any 
such claim. 

Simon was injured a number of years 
ago. The company paid the amount of 
compensation as adjudicated by the com- 
missioner and the courts, but Simon, 
who refuses to bow to their decrees, per- 
sists in filing a new claim every six 
months, as the law permits injured per- 
sons to. The company asked the writ 
to prevent the annoyance and expense of 
having to defend itself every six months. 
Simon gave notice of his intention to 
appeal to the supreme court. 


Question as to Salesman’s Compensation 


Hearing as to whether D. H. Trice, 
Richmond, Va., traveling salesmen in- 
jured in the Lexington hotel fire in that 
city Feb. 7, 1921, received the injuries in 
the course of employment is to be held 
before the Industrial Commission of Vir- 
ginia this week. Trice suffered a bruised 
back and severe injury to his feet when 
he jumped from a third-story window of 
the burning building intp a net. The net, 
it seems, slipped out of the hands of 
firemen holding it, causing his feet to 
strike the pavement. He had made one 
of his periodical visits to the offices of 
the company and was planning to resume 
his trip on the road when he was trapped 
in the hotel by the fire. His hurts, it is 
stated, have so far kept him from re- 
turning to work. The Travelers, the in- 
surance carrier, contends that the case 





is not a compensable one, its position be. 
ing that Trice’s injuries did not arise out 
of or in the course of employment. 


No Compensation Cover; Bankrupt 

FOND DU LAC, WIS., Dec. 5.—Under. 
writers of workmen’s compensation 
risks are interested in a case indicating 
that the compensable death of an em. 
ploye may be an important factor in 
bringing about the financial ruin of a 
business man not carrying compensation 
insurance on his employes. In the bank. 
ruptecy case of William L. Evans, pro. 
prietor of W. L. Evans Express Company 
of Fond du Lac, Evans’ liabilities tota) 
$5,917.70 and included in that amount is 
a State Industrial Commission judgment 
in favor of A. L. Kimball for $1,651,709, 
In addition to this is a $50 penalty im- 
posed by the industrial commission, and 
$80 for medical attention to Kimball. 








AMONG BURGLARY MEN 

















ST. PAUL LOSSES DECREASED 


Burglary Writing Companies, However, 
Are Very Cautious About Open 
Stock Business 


ST. PAUL, MINN., Dec. 5.—Be. 
cause of the heavy losses from bur- 
glaries, companies writing this line of 
coverage are extremely exacting in such 
risks as they accept. This is especially 
true relative to open stocks, which a 
number of insurers decline altogether to 
accept because of sad past experience, 

The greatest shock St. Paul mer- 
chants have received in recent years 
was the robbery of the Shapiro jewelry 
store about a year ago, when the loss 
ran to about $50,000, the money covered 
by the Employers Liability, and the 


stock (the value being in diamonds 
taken) being covered by London 
Lloyds. Some of the stock has been 


recovered in recent months. But the 
whole affair has made the companies 
much more particular as to writing bur- 
glary insurance on mercantile business. 
They are requiring special safeguards 
on jewelry stock before even consider- 
ing them—heavy iron netting, special 
burglary alarms, and care in displaying 
gems. 

Losses, which have largely been con- 
fined to jewelry and silks, have de- 
creased 75 percent the past year, Wil- 
liam J. Buckley, in charge of the Em- 
ployers Liability at St. Paul for Minne- 
sota and the two Dakotas, is of the 
opinion the decrease in St. Paul is 
largely because of material increase of 
efficiency in the police force. Burglars 
are being arrested with much more fre- 
quency. He also attributes the general 
betterment to the fact that fewer mef 
are out of jobs and the employment 
situation is much brighter. : 

Burglaries in the residence districts 
have also greatly decreased this year in 
St. Paul compared with last year, when 
some individual losses ran as high as 
$700. Risks on residences in burglary 
lines are being freely accepted by com- 
panies generally. Robberies of private 
liquor stocks in residences are now al- 
most nil—perhaps because they have 
been pretty well cleaned out. These 
have been protected through special rid- 
ers and at an additional rate. 


Would Enforce Claim Against Lloyds 


NEW YORK, Dec. 6.—Superintendent 
Stoddard recently received a letter from 
W. Otis Badger, a prominent insurance 
attorney of this city, soliciting the aid 
of the department in enforcing a claim 
for a burglary loss against London 
Lloyds. 


Kansas City’s Burglary Record 


KANSAS CITY, MO., Dec. 5 — The 
report of the Law Enforcement Associa- 
tion on burglaries and robberies in Octo- 
ber makes a rather unfavorable compar- 
ison with the same month last year 
although the figures are below those for 
October, 1920. In October, 1922, there 
were 130 burglaries, including 100 in 
dwellings and 30 in business houses, as 
against 97 last year and 246 in October, 
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pany. President Maclellan has already 
named the active committees which will 
have charge of the business and pleasure 
affairs, and a special committee has been 
named to entertain the large numbers of 


ladies who will attend. 

Three full days will be taken up in 
business meetings as well as_ special 
pleasure trips, banquets and_ theater 
parties. The convention will end with a 
special banquet served in the “Provi- 


dent”’ way. 

Secretary Cartinhour, the “Peptonizer” 
of the company, announces that the 
company has reached its goal for the 
year and will have its “One Third More,” 
proving that “It Can Be Done.” These 
two phrases were the slogans of the 
company during the year and Mr. Car- 
tinhour did not permit the agents to for- 
get them at any time. That the agents 
were with the secretary is proven by 
the fact that the company has delivered 
the goods. Mr. Cartinhour announces 
the appointment of several new pro- 
ducers who will add materially to the 
present excellent agency force and he 
states that 1923 will be another record- 
breaker. 

Both the accident and health and rail- 





acter. 





Provident Joins Conference 


The Provident Life & Accident of 
Chattanooga, Tenn., has been elected to 


membership in the Health and Accident 
Underwriters’ Conference. 








Develops Big Baseball Business 


John Q. Day, 
pleted another 
duction work among 
ball players. Mr. Day was one of the 
originators of “Baseball Insurance” and 
has written a tremendous volume of this 
class of business. During the seasons of 
1919 to 1922, losses of over $150,000 have 
been paid out to his policyholders. He 
has written policies on many of the Na- 
tional and American league teams as well 
as countless members of the smaller 
leagues throughout the country. 


St. Louis agent, has com- 
of successful *pro- 


professional base- 


year 


Bureau to Hold Special Meeting 

NEW YORK, Dec. 6.—A special meet- 
ing the Bureau of Personal Accident & 
Health Underwriters will shortly be 
held in this city, when general condi- 
tions in the business will be reviewed in 





the light of recent happenings and pro- 
nounced present day tendencies. 














GREAT SEASON NOW CLOSING 


Largest Volume on Reccrd Shows First | !0oking 


Let-up of Year—See Even Greater 
Business in 1923 





Surety offices are now reporting a 
let-up in contract bonds for the first 
time since the season opened. The 
summer of 1922 has been the greatest 
on record for most surety offices, road 
bonds and contract bonds having been 
issued in unprecedented volume. It 
has even been unusual that the market 
should remain strong this late in the 
season. Building activities have shown 
no decrease through the recent weeks 
and the volume has been maintained 
later than usual. Good ‘weather in most 
sections, combined with an apparent 
determination to push all work possible 
until weather positively prohibits, has 
resulted in making the fall business 
equally as favorable as that of the 
summer. The slowing of business now 
only seasonal and in fact is late. 
With winter almost here, contracts are 
now being held up and will not be let 


is 


| 
| 


AMONG SURETY MEN 


again in any great volume until after 
the first of the year. Underwriters are 
over the year’s business with 
satisfaction and say that they should 
not grumble about the closing of the 
season, after having the past year’s 
volume of premiums thrown at them. 
All offices are now preparing for an 
even greater season next year, as the 
“unfinished business” in the market is 
so great as to make a sizable volume 
alone. \dded to this, the extensive 
campaigns of new road building and 
the great number of proposed buildings 
which wil! be undertaken next year will 
certainly show a good income. 


Wants Fund for P. O. Bonds 

WASHINGTON, D. C., Dec. 5—Recom- 
mendations for the establishment by the 
post-office department of its own guaran- 
tee fund in order to dispense with the 
surety bonds now required of officers 
and employes accountable for funds or 
property, again made in the annual 
report of the postmaster general. He 
advocates the enactment of legislation 
authorizing him to prescribe regulations 
for the establishment and maintenance 


is 





of a guarantee fund, to be derived from 








this chapter shall have recourse therefor 
only to the 
employer.” 


state fund and not to the 


State Fund Only Recourse 


In other words, if an employer pur- 
chases a workmen’s compensation pol- 
icy in the state fund today under the 
present competitive system with stock 
and mutual companies, or if the com- 
pulsory state fund idea becomes a law 
and the employer is forced to secure 
compensation coverage from the state 
fund, the workman is compe!led to look 
to the state fund only for his compensa- 
tion, no matter what happens. Hence, 
if the state fund becomes insolvent as a 
result of a catastrophe, where will he 
go for his money? 

On the other hand, if the employer 
had purchased workmen’s compensation 
insurance from a stock or mutual com- 
pany and embarrassment had come to 
the company as a result of a large loss 
or a series of losses, the employe would 
have the right to look to his employer 
for the unpaid wages due him in accord- 
ance with the law. 

What General Wood Says 


Gen. Leonard Wood, governor-gen- 
eral of the Philippines, in a recent mes- 
sage said: “If experience in the World 
War demonstrates any one thing more 
clearly than another, it is that the gov- 
ernment cannot successfully enter busi- 
ness. The experience of the insular 
government confirms this. Its efforts 
to engage in business, although entered 
into with a view of benefiting the people 
and aiding development, resulted in the 
loss of many million pesos.’ 

Insurance men can get a smile out of 
William Randolph and his editorial 
when it is recalled that all of the insur- 
ance in connection with his new. Roch- 
ester paper, including workmen’s com- 
pensation, is placed through one Roch- 
ester agency and all in reliable stock 
companies. Evidently Hearst practices 
the old motto: “Do As I Say, Not As 
I Do!” In any event it shows that he 
has good sense when it comes to the 
purchase of insurance. ; 

Executive Secretary Charles H. Wil- 





assessments levied against all officers 
and employes of the postal service ac- 
countable for fund or property, with 
which to make good losses resulting 
from the failure of any officer or em- 
ployee to properly discharge his official 
duties, and for the indemnification of 
the government and person or persons 
sustaining such loss or losses by pay- 
ments out of such fund. Legislation of 
this nature has been sought in previous 
years. 
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The private insurance companies are 
big assets to every state in which they 
operate because of the enormous 
amounts of money which they pay in 
taxes and other assessments. State in- 
surance funds are liabilities to the states 
in which they operate, as they pay no 
taxes, and in most cases cost the states 
money. Ohio for some years past has 
operated under a monopolistic state fund 
system, but a committee of business men 
from the Cincinnati Chamber of Com- 
merce, after extensive investigation of 
the workings of compensation insurance 
systems in various states of the Union, 
has recommended the adoption of a com- 
petitive system in Ohio in place of the 
monopolistic system now in force in that 
state. State insurance is not progress— 
it is retrogression, and progress is what 
has made the United States what it is 


today, as compared with Russia and 
some other countries in which state 
ownership and other similar ideas are 
the rule. 


Profitable Course in Safety Work 


The sixth meeting of the Rochester, 
N. Y., Safety Council’s public safety 
course was addressed recently by George 
Dietrich of the Travelers, on “Safety in 
the Home.” 

J. F. Ancona, consulting engineer of 
that city, was the discussing leader. 

A first-aid demonstration by Roches- 
ter Boy Scouts was given. “Careless 
America,” a safety film produced by the 
National Safety Council, was shown in 
connection with a film showing the 
patented process of Firefoam. 





Announces Texas Agencies 


The Indemnity Insurance Company of 
North America has been licensed in Texas 
and announces the following agency ap- 
pointments in that state: Robert Curley 
& Co., Beaumont; Ellis Smith & Co., Dal- 
las; Mitchell, Gartner & Walton, Fort 
Worth; Robert Funkhouser, Houston, 
Arthur Grigg & Co., Galveston; Maverick 
& Harding, San Antonio, and Walter V. 
Fort & Co., Waco. 


Garrison Joins National 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN., Dec. 4—M. M. 
Garrison, for eight years with the Amer- 
ican Credit Indemnity in Minneapolis, 
has resigned to accept the Illinois gen- 
eral ageney of the credit department of 
the National Surety, to cover all the 
state except the northern portion, which 
is covered by the Chicago office. Mr. 
Garrison will make his headquarters in 
Peoria. 





Koeh of Omaha has just re- 
turned from attendance at the home 
office celebration of the Massachusetts 
Bonding. accompanied by W. J. Lyneh, 
special fiela agent from the home office, 
who expects to spend a week at_ the 
agency of Harry A. Koch Com- 


Harry M. 


Omaha 
pany. 
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: Plate Glass Breakage In Store Fronts Through Defective In- 
: stallation Can Be Minimized If The Architects Will Insert The 
; Following Sentence In Their Glazing Specifications 


; Glazing Specification 


All Metal Sash, Corner Bars, Division Bars and Self-Adjusting 


be Setting Blocks Used in Store Fronts must be listed by the 
. Underwriters’ Laboratories. 

tes 

tes The above glazing specification would insure a degree of safety 
and for plate glass in store fronts which would save millions of dollars 
a annually to the plate glass insurance companies and to the 
ms merchants as well whose show windows are put out of commission 
ha through the breakage of plate glass due to defective installation. 
hat 

; is . e . . 

and In combination with Imperishable Key-set Store Front Con- 


struction, self-adjusting Setting Blocks have become one of the 
most important factors known in the conservation of plate glass 
ety in show windows. 


All Zouri Key-set Sash, Corner, Division Bars and Self-adjusting 
ye Setting Blocks have been listed by the Underwriters’ Laboratories. 


Make Safe Defective Installations 


al Write for the name of the Zouri Distributor in your vicinity. 








‘a Factory and General Office 


1620 East End Ave., CHICAGO HEIGHTS, ILLINOIS 
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The Time Saver 


Accident and Health Insurance Men 


A Thorough Analysis of the 
Leading Disability Policies of 
the Principal Companies Doing 
Business in the United States. 


70 Pages. Bound in Keratol 


THE NATIONAL UNDERWRITER COMPANY 
420 E. Fourth St., Cincinnati, Ohio 








Business-Builders 


Developing 
fidelity and Surety Bonds, Automobile, 
Elevator and General Liability, Accident, 
Health, Burglary and Plate Glass Insurance 


Appreciate the co-operation of the 


Massachusetts Bonding 
& Insurance Company 
BOSTON T I FALVEY. President 


Paid-in Capital $1,500,000 Write for Territory 








Republic Casualty Co. 


PITTSBURGH, PA. 


Writes All Lines of Casualty Insurance 


Fidelity and Surety Bonds 














Agents Wanted: To sell an unrestricted Acci- 
dent and Health Policy costing $9.00 quarterly. 
Covers every disease and every accident. Lib- 
eral commission paid to live producers. 

Central Business Men’s Association 


Westminster Bldg. 
CHICAGO, ILL. 





H. G. ROYER, Pres. 
C. O. PAULEY, Secy. & Treas, 








Chas. L. Nicholson, President Harry R. Wood, Secretary 


THE INTER-STATE SURETY COMPANY 


REDFIELD, SOUTH DAKOTA 


WE ISSUE 
RY, FIDELITY UDICIAL, OFFIC a 
ase” BONDS “anmas~ 


PLATE GLASS and BANK BURGLARY INSURANCE 











NEW ANGLE IN LIABILITY 





Railroad Sues Estate of Man Whose 
Car Derailed Part of Train for 
$25,000 Damages 





An unusual suit was filed in the Madi- 
son county circuit court at Edwards- 
ville, Ill, several days ago. The St. 
Louis, Springfield & Peoria Railroad 
Company instituted the action and asks 
$25,000 damages from the estate of 
George W. Naylor, who lost his life 
when the automobile in which he was 
riding was struck by a train of the rail- 
road. 

This is similar to the recent case in 
the east in which the claim was re- 
versed. 

The railroad has also filed a plea of 
set-off and a claim for $25,000 in the 
Madison county probate court, where 
Naylor’s estate is in process of admin- 
istration. 

So far as is known the Illinois su- 
preme court has not been called upon to 
pass upon a similar suit. It opens up a 
new field, lawyers say, and the case is 
being watched with much _ interest. by 
companies writing automobile ‘liability 
and property damage. The railroad’s 
petition charges Naylor with careless 
driving and having neglected to stop at 
the railroad crossing as required by 
law. The petition cites that in addition 
to damaging the company’s property, 
Naylor’s carelessness endangered the 
lives of more than 60 passengers, sev- 
eral of whom were injured when two 
coaches were derailed as a result of the 
smash-up. 


MEETING OF CLEARING HOUSE 


Date of Annual Election Changed from 
February to December—Officers 
Will Hold Over 


NEW YORK, Dec. 5.—G. E. Turner, 
general counsel of the Casualty Infor- 
mation Clearing House, outlined its 
activities at a meeting of members held 
here today, while H. S. Ives, secretary 
of the organization, also touched upon 
particular phases of its work. 

It was decided to change the date for 
the annual election of officers of the As- 
sociation from February to December, 
the officers now in power to hold over 
for at least another year. Fred L. Gray 





of Minneapolis is chairman and _ will: 


continue to supervise its activities. 


Indemnity of N. A. Appointments 


The Indemnity Company of North 
America announces the appointment of 
Charles H. Philbrick of Providence, 
R. I., as general agent for that field and 
Fletcher & Co. of Des Moines, la., as 
general agents for that city. Associated 
with the Philbrick agency is Earle B. 
Dane, one of the best informed casualty 
and surety men in Providence. The 
Fletcher & Co. agency has placed Morri- 
son C. Garst in charge of its casualty 
and surety department. 





——— 


STOCK IS BEING SOLD 


CENTRAL WEST CASUALTY ¢o 








New Corporation Being Organized jy 
Michigan Will Write All Casualty 
and Surety Lines 





The organization work oi the new 
Central West Casualty of Grand Rap- 
ids, Mich., is now progressing very sy¢. 
cessfully. The fiscal agency from which 
the sale of stock is being conducted js 
at 934 Book building, Detroit. Its ay. 
thorized capital and surplus are $2,009, 
000. When the company is established 
and licensed, it is proposed to take over 
the business of the Michigan Automo. 
bile of Grand Rapids. 

The Central West Casualty will write 
all the casualty lines and_ also fidelity 
and surety. It will be truly a multiple 
line company writing accident and 
health, all forms of automobile, drug. 
gists’ and physicians’ liability, public 
liability, workmen’s compensation, plate 
glass, sprinkler leakage, water damage, 
registered mail, steam boiler, parcels 
post, contingent and household liability, 

Hal H. Smith, of Detroit, the presi- 
dent, is an attorney in that city serving 
as general counsel for a number of con- 
cerns, among them the Michigan Muy- 
tual Liability. He is general counsel of 
the Michigan Bankers Association and 
the Michigan Manufacturers Associa- 
tion. Henry J. Kennedy, of Grand Rap- 
ids, who will be vice-president and gen- 
eral manager of the company, acts ina 
similar capacity for the Michigan Auto- 
mobile. Brinton F. Hall, vice-president 
of the new company, is president of the 
Belding-Hall Manufacturing Company 
of Belding, Mich., and president of the 
Peoples’ Savings Bank of that city, 
Harlan J. Dudley, another vice-presi- 
dent, is president of the Dudley Lumber 
Company of Grand Rapids. William M, 
Ames, secretary and treasurer of the 
Central West, occupies a similar posi- 
tion with the Michigan Automobile, Mr. 
Ames has had an extended casualty ex- 
perience, starting with his father in 1905 
and being continually in casualty insur- 
ance ever since. George E. Nichols, 
general counsel, is 
Michigan Bar Association and is presi- 
dent of the Michigan Automobile and 
the Northern Indemnity. John T. Win- 
ship, of Battle Creek, Mich., special 
representative of the Equitable Life of 
New York, and Charles A. Newton, a 
local agent in Chicago, are on the board. 

Walter W. Tait, the fiscal agent and 
organizing director, has been successful 
in establishing some of the live Michi- 
gan institutions. 


Moriarty With Hartford Accident 


James Moriarty, for several years with 
the Travelers and Travelers Indemnity 
as special agent, has become connected 
with the Hartford Accident & Indemnity, 
with headquarters at Hartford. 

Mr. Moriarty will cover Connecticut, 
Rhode Island, western Massachusetts and 
part of New York state. Most of his 
time will be devoted to the accident de- 
partment. 


president of the 





STATE AGENCY 
Insurance Exchange, Chicago 
CRAIG BELK & CO. 
Chronicle Bldg., Houston, Texas 





Interstate Casualty Company 
Home Office: Birmingham, Ala. 
Capital $300,000 
Surplus to Policyholders $408,090.84 


Specializing in Automobile and Public 
Liability and Excess Insurance 


General Agents 


INSURANCE AGENCY CO., Birmingham 


THE AGENCY COMPANY 
San Francisco 
GAUNT & HARRIS 
Speed Bldg., Louisville, Ky- 
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(CONTINUED ON PAGE 32) 


enforcement of the rules set forth would 
yery seriously interfere with its plan of 
doing business. 

The particular criticism of President 
John A. Kenny of the New York In- 
jemnity to the agreement was the reduc- 
tion it called for in commissions to 
metropolitan brokers upon burglary in- 
surance risks. Mr. Kenny, who for 
years has been in intimate touch with 
purglary underwriting in this city, as- 
gerted that the broker performed a very 
real service to the companies in the 
investigations they conducted into the 
character of their assureds before plac- 
ing business, and in aiding in the settle-_ 
ment of losses, work for which they 
derived no added compensation. He felt 
that the middle man was fully entitled 
to the scale of commission formerly ob- 
taining here and protested against its 
reduction. 

Brekers Dissatisfied 


There was little in the whole agree- 
ment that appealed to the brokers, ac- 
crding to R. Henry Depew and John 
M. Boylan, respectively president of the 
prokers associations of New York and 
of Brooklyn, both of whom spoke at 
length and at times caustically of its 
provisions. Their contention was first 
that there was no demand upon the part 
of the assured for a lessening of pres- 
ent brokerages and secondly the mid@le 
man was ut heavy expense in conduct- 
ing the affairs of his office, while the 
character of his service was of the 
greatest value to both insurers and as- 
sured. Mr. Depew admitted that one 
of his prominent broker associates had 
assented to a modification of the brok- 
erage scale during a conference with 
Chairman Butler of the companies’ com- 
mittee, but asserted that he was not in 
sympathy with it, ‘not being a compro- 
miser.” His position was that the 
broker was worthy of his hire, and 
should be accorded it in full measure. 
He alleged that if the company men were 
sincere in their desire to reduce the cost 
of indemnity to the public there were 
numerous avenues by which a saving 
in losses might, be effected, and urged 
that these be attempted before brokerage 
commissions were reduced. Answering 
an inquiry from Superintendent Stod- 
dard, Mr, Depew conceded that the num- 
ber of brokers in the metropolitan area 
properly equipped and eager to render a 
distinct benefit to their customers con- 
stituted a small percentage of the whole, 
but maintained that the really worth- 
while broker should not be penalized for 
the shortcomings of the hangers-on. 

It was agreed that the brokerage 
problem was one peculiar to New York 
city, and that consideration of this phase 
of the agreement would not be taken up 
by the insurance commissioners. ] 

Superintendent Stoddard in his prelimi- 
nary remarks before the meeting, and 
from time to time during the progress 
of the hearing, stressed the fact that he 
was most anxious that the company man- 
agers compose the difference within their 
tanks, and he had no disposition to in- 
terfere in the intimate conduct of their 
affairs, unless he was forced so to do. 
If compelled to resort to heroic meas- 
ures, he was confident that the provision 
of the law giving him authority to pass 
upon the “reasonableness and adequacy 
of rates” would be construed as con- 
trolling commissions and brokerages and 
had no doubt that the attorney-general 
of the state, who is now studying the 
Statute, would so rule. 

Although appeal was made to the ex- 
ecutives of the United States Fidelity & 
Guaranty to overcome their objection 
to the agreement as now presented or 


Prove acceptable to their competitors, 
nothing developed at the meeting that 
would justfy hope that such a course 
would be followed. 


Norman B. Ficken, who has been 2 
local agent at Huntingburg, Ind., has 
been appointed special agent of the 
Globe Indemnity in Indiana, under the 
direction of state agent Theodore Stein. 


Ss 


Surety Position Open 


WANTED—In General Agency, Surety Man with 





a and good references. Position 
Surety nderwriter. Surety and Casualty exper- 
tence preferred. Give age, experience, references 


and salary expected. 
Address: Drawer 1500, Tulsa, Oklahoma. 
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ers’ branch and one additional branch 
and not to exceed five borough agents, 
and in Brooklyn any one carrier may 
maintain not to exceed two branch 
offices or general agencies. “The hum- 
ber of subagencies, including a solicit- 
ing attorney, shall be limited, with the 
proviso that at any point where a com- 
pany maintains a general or district 
ageney the number of district agencies 
and subagencies at such point shall not 
exceed the number allowed.” 

On the subject of “office solicitors” the 
rules provide: 

“Procedure of this class remunerated 
by commission may be given office quar- 
ters without charge for rent in any home 
office, agency or branch office; they may 
also be furnished clerical assistance 
through such office and the use of tele- 
phone and actual postage necessary for 
the transaction of the company’s busi- 
ness. Such producer must have his sole 
office in the home office, branch office or 
agency of his company, solicit business 
exclusively for his company and enter 
into an agreement not to place fidelity or 
surety business with any other company 
except by specific written permission.” 


Commissions Allowed 


Commissions payable in Greater New 
York (always on “premiums actually 
collected”) are as follows: 

Borough agents in Manhattan (hereto- 
fore known as “Five Special Agents”)— 
On fidelity and surety, 30 percent; on 
blanket bonds, 15 percent. 

Office solicitors—On fidelity and surety, 
25 percent; on blanket bonds, 12% per- 
cent, 

Brokers—On fidelity and surety, 15 
percent; on blanket bonds, 10 percent. 

Subagents—On fidelity and surety, 20 
percent; on blanket bonds, 10 percent. 

“No company, its branch offices or 
general agencies shall pay the borough 
agent or general agent of another com- 
pany on business brokered with the 
company by said agent” over 20 per- 
cent on fidelity and surety or over 10 
percent on blanket bonds. 

To enforce the prompt payment of 
premiums the rules provide as follows: 

“The maximum commissions and brok- 
erage provided in the foregoing rules 
concerning acquisition cost shall be re- 
duced 50 percent on all premiums not 
paid in cash to the carrier within ninety 
days after the date of execution of the 
bond (or policy) or the date of the an- 
niversary or renewal thereof.” 


McMahon Urges Unification 


E. M. McMahon, vice-president of the 
Northwestern Casualty & Surety of 
Milwaukee, addressed the members of 
the La Crosse Chamber of Commerce in 
that city at their last weekly luncheon. 
During the course of his address, Mr. 
McMahon stated that it is impossible 
for any chamber of commerce to accom- 
plish much real good for the community 
unless at least two-thirds of the mem- 
bers are real, live, active ones. He 


claimed that the interests of the country | 


and the city could and should become 
more unified and that the imaginary line 
existing between the city and the coun- 
try could be blotted out. 


Casualty Notes 


T. J. White, inspector for the Travel- 
ers at the Richmond branch, has now 
been made senior inspector at that point. 

Charles H. Philbrick of Providence, 
R. L, has been appointed general agent 
for that field for the Indemnity Insur- 
ance Company of North America. 
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| LIFE & ACCIDENT INSURANCE CO. 


OF NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 
Capital, $300,000.00 


Record For 
Growth Unsurpassed 





Money-Making Contracts 
For Good Agents 
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The American Credit-Indemnity Co. 
of NEW YORK 


CREDIT INSURANCE ONLY 


J. F. McFADDEN, President 


The American’s Unlimited Policy not only provid bsol protecti i 
abnormal loss on all outstanding covered accounts, but serves to prevent lesses. 


If you are a manufacturer or jobber, write for the full particulars of this service. 
415 Locust St., St. Louis, Mo. 104 Fifth Ave., New York 
OFFICES IN ALL PRINCIPAL CITIES 


R. J. LYDDANE, General Agent 1148 Marquette Bldg., Chicago 

















W. E. SMALL, President E, P. AMERINE, Secretary 


Surplus and Reserves as to Policyholders, $2,089,936.09 


Georgia Casualty Company 


Macon, Ga. 





An American Company 








CASUALTY ADJUSTMENT BUREAU 
Tel. John 1114-5 90 William St., New York City 
THOS. GALBO, Genl. Mgr. 
Reliable—Investigations and Adjustments by Experts—Quick Service 
OUR REPUTATION is based on past performance—We show Results 
SEND FOR BOOKLET OF REFERENCE 


Liability, Compensation, Auto, Fire and Theft, Collision, 
Property Damage, Admiralty Subrogations 





Personal Accidents, Burglary, Plate Glass 








| Re-Insurance DEE A. STOKER 


Excess Re-Insurance RE-INSURANCE UNDERWRITER 


Catastrophe Hazard 11So. LaSalle St. CHICAGO 
Blanket Aute Excess Fire Covers in American Companies 











THE METROPOLITAN CASUALTY 


INSURANCE CO. OF NEW YORK 
lome Office: 47 Cedar . New York City 


PLATE GLASS INSURANCE 
CORETSUMSOE ROGER A DRNDALE ert 





























A Progressive Surety and Casualty Company 
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Federal Surety Company 


Home Office, Davenport, Iowa 


Began business July ist, 1920 
Licensed by U. S. Government November 20th, 1920 


A Mid-West Institution of Service 


Writing Fidelity and Surety Bonds, Accident and 
Health Insurance. Burglary, Larceny, Theft and 
Hold-up Insurance. General Liability and Elevator 
Insurance. Automobile Liability, Property Damage 
and Collision Insurance. 


Workmen’s Compensation 


CORRESPONDENCE SOLICITED 














Union Inpemnity 
Gompany 


Cash Capital $1,000,000.00 
FIDELITY AND SURETY BONDS 


ACCIDENT, HEALTH, BURGLARY 
AUTOMOBILE, LIABILITY, PLATE GLASS 
AND WORKMEN’S COMPENSATION INSURANCE 


830-836 Union Street | SATISFYING “700 Maiden Lane 
NEW ORLEANS ee NEW YORK 

















ATHLETIC INSURANCE 


Written by the SOUTHERN SURETY COMPANY of 
Des Moines, Iowa. 


Covers—Foot Ball, Soccer, Basket Ball, La Crosse, Ice 
Hockey, Base Ball, Tennis and all other sports as 
played by 


PROFESSIONAL, SEMI-PROFESSIONAL and AMA- 
TEUR TEAMS. 


Some very desirable territory open for producing agents. 
Write or wire— 


Ellis-Clark Co. 


437 Second National Building 
AKRON, OHIO 























IMPROVED IN ST. LOUIS 





BURGLARY SITUATION BETTER 





Formerly “Hot Spot,” But Very Fair 
Loss Ratio Expected on Business 
for Year As a Whole 





ST. LOUIS, MO., Dec. 6.—Generally 
speaking, the burglary and _ personal 
holdup insurance situation in St. Louis 
is in a very healthy condition, and un- 
less there is a series of large losses be- 
tween now and Jan. 1 the majority of 
the companies operating in this vicinity 
should close the year with a fair loss 
ratio. Heretofore St. Louis has been 
regarded as a high loss ratio city. 

The excellent conditions that now 
prevail are due to an increase in the pre- 
mium rates, which became effective in 
September, 1921, but the full force of 
which was not felt until this calendar 
year, and a tightening down the line 
of the restrictions in placing insurance 
policies. 

Some Sections Undesirable 


Past experience has convinced the 
local agents that burglary insurance was 
undesirable in certain quarters of the 
city under any rates and the moral 
hazard has come in for closer attention 
since Jan. 1, 1922. There are one or 
two companies that are broadcasting 
their policies at somewhat reduced rates, 
probably on the theory that the greater 
the volume placed the lower their loss 
ratio should be. But other agents are 
selecting their clients with the greatest 
of care, knowing from past experience 
that such a policy always proves best. 

One large agency has declined to ac- 
cept business on Franklin avenue under 
any circumstances and in the wholesale 
district along Washington avenue it will 
not write a policy unless the place is 
protected by the M. D. T. system. This 
company is not writing any open stock 
business. 

In placing residence insurance the 
moral and business standing of the ap- 
plicant is gone into very thoroughly 
before the policy is issued. Although 
the residence business has been excel- 
lent this year, there being a very ma- 
terial decrease in the number of claims 
being filed, this agency has refused to 
issue some policies applied for by per- 
sons living in sections of the city re- 
garded as favorite hunting ground for 
second-story men and prowlers. 

None of the St. Louis agencies will 
insure private stocks of liquors in resi- 
dences. This rule is probably a big 
factor in the shrinkage in the number 
of residence burglary policies in force. 

Decrease in Holdups 


In recent months there has been a 
decided decline in the number of resi- 
dence burglary and perscnal holdups. 
In recent weeks bank messengers and 
payroll holdups also have fallen off. The 
early part of the year large robberies 
were almost daily occurrences, but the 
police have done very good work in 
breaking up organized gangs. 

Commercial burglary losses have de- 
clined in number, but the individual 
losses have reached large proportions. 
Alcohol and furs are the favorite articles 
of the professional burglars and there 
have been a number of drug stores 
broken into for alcohol and narcotics. 
A few days ago robbers took $20,000 in 
furs from the Leppert-Roos Fur Com- 
pany on Washington avenue. That job 
shows the care with which professional 
burglars work. Every coor and window 
and other opening on the company’s 
building was protected by a central sta- 
tion alarm system. Every foot of the 
roof was also covered and even the 
freight elevator and its cables, so that 
if an attempt was made io use the lift 
the alarms would go off. But the rob- 
bers first entered an adjoining building 
that was not protected by an alarm 


system, went to the sixth floor and cut 
through the brick fire wall. 
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Need Is Seen for 
Physicians’ Defeng 
EW YORK, Dec. 6.—The liabjfi, 


to which physicians are constant) 
subjected in having suits brough; 
against them for alleged negligence jy 
dealing with patients is emphasize 
anew in an action for $30,000 just insti. 
tuted against a prominent surgeon a 
this city. Because of the heavy expeng, 
involved in the investigation and the ¢. 
fense of claims, as well as in the Day. 
ment of losses the casualty companie 
have found physicians’ defense ing. 
ance anything but profitable, and hy 
few offices now write the business, Op 
company some time ago sharply aq. 
vanced its rates upon the class, but evey 
at the new figures is not pushing th 
line, 








AMERICAN 
SURETY 
COMPANY 


NEW YORK 


100 Broadway 


FIDELITY AND SURETY 
BONDS 


BURGLARY INSURANCE 
CHECK FORGERY AND 
ALTERATION INSURANCE 








Inter-Ocean Casualty 
Company 


Founded 1903 
CINCINNATI, OHIO 
Premium Income, 1921 ..... $954,210.74 
Increase over 1920 ......... 66,315.67 
Admitted Assets, Dec. 31,1921 422,565.20 
em ible ep Nae 44,377.% 

an lus, 
Dec. 31, 1921. . 307,908.69 
Above figures verified by ion of the In- 


Examination Committee of the Na- 
tional Convention of Insurance Commissioners. 
Health and Accident Insurance Only 

Write Home Office for desirable territory. 
J. W. SCHERR W. G. ALPAUGH 
President Secretary 











Winfield W. Greene 


Formerly Special Deputy Insur- 
ance Commissioner of New Jersey 


Fellow Casualty Actuarial Society 
& American Institute of Actuaries | 





Audits of Financial Advice on | 
Insurance Statenients: Underwrits 
Companies & Office and Actuaria 
Agencies Systems Problems 





35 Nassau St., New York 














-MERICAN LIABILITY 





one) V7 -v ama 
Disability Insurance 


. R. Sanders, General Mgr. 
Cis Re eae Bue, CINCINNATI, DIO 
$100,000.00 Insurance Department Depest 








All Classes | 
Oc¢tupaions 



















































Established 








GENERAL ACCIDENT 


THE PROGRESSIVE 
CASUALTY COMPANY 











Accident and Health 
Burglary 
Plate Glass 
Steam Boiler 
Automobile Liability 
Property Damage and Collision 
Elevator, Teams, and Public 
Liability 
Workmen’s Compensation 





GENERAL ACCIDENT 


Fire and Life 


Assurance Corporation, Limited 
FREDERICK RICHARDSON, United States Manager 


General Building, Fourth and Walnut Streets 
PHILADELPHIA 
















Losses paid in the United States exceed $30,000,000 



























































Reward Faithfulness 


If you owned a good horse that had 
wrought faithfully and well in plow and 
cart and carriage, in sleet and cold, in 
heat and rain, without a saving profit 
for himself; always carrying on with 
head up, with undaunted spirit unfalter- 
ingly coming through; celebrating his 
proud owner with himself; you would 
treat him not rough but well, and groom 
him and feed him a goodly plenty of 


the choicest food, — wouldn't you? 


For seventy-odd years the OHIO 
FARMERS INSURANCE COM- 
PANY has wrought faithfully and well, 
undaunted and unfailing, always carry- 
ing on and coming through, in adversity 
as in prosperity. The simile for sound 
security is no longer “as good as old 
wheat in the mill’’ but ‘as good as 


THE OLD MAN ON THE FENCE.” 


OHIO FARMERS INSURANCE CO. 


Organized 1848 


LeRoy, Ohio 


‘‘America for American Insurance’’ 

















